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ORDER OF THE PASSOVER SEDER

Yo .2
Wash the hands.

Y 4

Break the middle Matzah
and hide a half of it for
the Afikoman.

ST .6

Wash the hands before
the meal.

R e IR

Eat the bitter herbs.

S 1A i AT

Serve the Seder meal.

73 .12

Say the Grace after meal.

STEN .14

Conclude the Seder.

Rk (PN
Recite the Kiddush. .

0572 .3

Eat a green vegetable.

14 .5
Tell the Passover Story.
18R XoRIn L7

Say the Hamotzi and the

special blessing for the
Matzah.

73 .9

Fat the bitter herbs and
Matzah together.

DY .11
Eat the Afikoman.

L0 IRE

Recite the Hallel.
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Kadesh

Reflection:

1 am ready to fulfill the commandment of drinking the first of
the Four Cups. This recalls God's promise of redemption o the

people Istael, as it says, 1 will free you from the burden of the
Egyptians” (Exodus 6:6).

Lift the cup of wine and recite Kiddush, adding the words in paren-
theses on Shabbat.

(And God saw all that He had made, and found it very good.
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
The heavens and the earth, and all they contain, were com-
pleted. On the seventh day God finished the work which He had
been doing. He rested on the seventh day from all the work
which He had done. Then God blessed the seventh day and

sanctified it,-because on it He rested from all His work of crea-
tion.)

Praised are You, Adonai our God, King of the universe
who creates the fruit of the vine.

Praised are You, Adonai our God, King of the universe
who has chosen us and distinguished us by sanctifying us
through His commandments. You have lovingly favored
us with (Shabbat for rest and). festivals for joy, seasons
and holidays for happiness, among them (this Shabbat
and) this day of Pesah, the season of our liberation, a day
of sacred assembly commemorating the Exodus from
Mitzrayim. You have chosen us, sanctifying us among all
peoples by granting us (Shabbat and) Your sacred festivals
(lovingly and gladly) in joy and happiness. Praised are
You, Adonai who sanctifies (Shabbat and) the people
Israel and the festival seasons. :
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Lift the cup of wine and recite Kiddush, adding the words in parex.
theses on Shabbat.
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Yachatz

BREAKING OF THE MIDDLE MATZAH

The head of the table takes the middle matzah and breaks it

in two. The larger piece. the afikoman, is wrapped in a napkin

and hiddern from the children. It is needed for the end of the

meal, when the children will exchange it for a gift. The smaller
prece is replaced between the two other matzot.

The larger piece of the matzah represents lachra anva, the bread
of the poor. It is meant to remind us of the hungry.

At that moment, we should identify with those who are afraid
to eat their bread, and always leave something for later. Afrer all.
weren't we all wretched as slaves in Egvpt?
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38_ ﬂ:m: 0<<: E_mm - moq:mn::mm
nrm child Mﬁo_m the afikoman and

sometimes the parent hid it. Here
is one contemporary version of
the game with practical instruc-
tions:

1. After breaking the maiza, QSQ
the seder leader or head of each
nuclear family hides the afikoman(s)
in a napkin. Some parents sew cloth
envelopes embroidered with the word
“afikoman.”

2. The children are told that a por-
tion of the afikoman will be hidden
in more or less plain sight. Children
should be encouraged to work
together so that the negative aspects
of competition will not ruin their
evening when they are rewarded for
finding the afikoman.

Wl W W W W W W W WY W W W WY W W

A Passover Skit

n Egypt the Jews ate quickly and anxiously because they were nervous
about the plague of the first born and they were expecting their immi-
nent departure into freedom. Today Jews of Africa and Asia customarily
act out the Exodus itself dressing their children (or a dramatically inclined
adult) in baggy clothes, a scarf or hat, hiking boots, a walking stick, a belt
with a canteen and, most important, the afikoman wrapped in one’s clothes
on the shoulder (or perhaps in a back pack).

Try sending the youngest children out of the room (or the house) with a
bag of props and the help of an adult to prepare this dialogue. Here is a
semi-traditional script that may be used by the “actors” at the seder.

Knock on the door

Adults - Who's there?
Children - Moshe, Aaron, and Miriam.
Adults - Come in. Tell us about your journey!

Children - We have just arrived from Egypt where we were slaves to Pharaoh.
He made us do such hard work. [Improvise about how bad it was.]

Adults How did you escape?

Children - God sent Moshe and Aaron to tell Pharaoh:
he refused, God sent 10 plagues. [Improvise describing some of the plagues
Finally God brought the most awful plague on the first born of Egypt.
Then Pharaoh was really scared so he kicked us out.

- Why are you dressed like that? What is on your shoulder?

- We escaped in the middie of the night and had no time to let the
dough for our bread rise. The dough that we wrapped in our cloaks
and slung over our shoulders turned to matza in the heat of the sun.

Adults - Tell us about your adventures.

Children - Pharaoh changed his mind after releasing us and chased us to the

edge of the Red Sea. We would have been caught for sure, but then
God split the sea. [Describe how it felt.]

Adults - Where are you going now?

Children To Jerusalem.

All - La-shana ha-ba-ah Bee'Yerushalayeem!

Adults
Children

L | «ém

(AR AW W |

“Let my people go”. When
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S

- question about Pesach or the
Exodus. N

P

2. Afterwards, spend some time
replying to a few questions by
pooling everyone’s collective
knowledge.

W W

he custom of having the youngest child recite the “four

questions” has its origin in Rabbinic sources from Second Temple

times. However the Mishna in describing the ancient seder service
shakes up our usual assumptions:

They fill a second cup of wine for him (the leader of the Seder) — and here the
child (the inquisitive child) asks his father. If the child lacks intelligence (“daat”),
his father teaches him: “How different this night is from all other nights! For on
all other nights we eat leavened bread and matza, etc..." (Pesachim 10:4).

The surprising point here is that the four questions are not formulated as

~ questions but as statements of wonder. They are stated by the parent, not by
the child — and only if the child lacks the intelligence to ask spontaneously!
The intelligent child is expected to notice the changes in the routine and
inquire about them. According to the Mishna, then, if all children were intelli-
gent and curious, there would be no recital of a ritual text of four questions!

Nevertheless, Ma Nishtana has earned an honored place at the seder. But
one who is satisfied with only a formal recitation of questions is far from realiz-
ing the educational potential the Rabbis sought to develop.

“My mother made me a scientist with-
out ever intending it. Every other Jewish
mother in Brooklyn would ask her child
after school: ‘Nu? Did you learn anything
today?’ But not my mother. She always
asked me a different question. ‘lzzy,’ she

To the Editor:

Isidor 1. Rabi, the Nobel laureate in

physics was once asked, “Why did you

become a scientist, rather than a doctor
or lawyer or businessman, like the other
immigrant kids in your neighborhood?”

would say, ‘Did you ask a good question
today?’ That difference — asking good
questions — made me become a scientist.”
(Donald Sheff, New York Times, Jan. 19, 1988)

i




‘po3 st 41035 3y 7 -Buop aySw
I[e J9p3G 31p 32 padms Ao 1mw ‘saapersy oy jo
Bwi=azy 31 noge :ayaior Sumjm m passo15us os
SWES2q S109TY 244 3dUQ Yrssqd jo L1015 sy [ja1ar
PUE [123 03 20] 03 psn o5 Buof jo siqqry sy )

ILBW 5 3U0 JANEBIZ BYI 'JOAID PUP |IBISP DIOW JaAS Yitm ‘Al01S
41 5[}21 3U0 aJow 3y puy IdAB3 3} am moy jo Aors 2yl |31 o
PapuUBLILIOD 3Q |NS PINOM am ‘yeio) 94 Ul D3UIES| SN O |[B “5i3)
“SBW SN 10 [[B ‘BUIpUBISI3PUN JO |0y SN JO [[® ‘s1Bjoyds 3jam sn o
12 4 UAS puy 1dAB3 U1 yorreyy o) saae)s aq [113S pjnom uaquq:
$.USJPIIY> JNO pue ‘UBIPIIYD JNO ‘am U3y dAS3 10 1IN0 siayiey
~3J0j 4N0 143N0Iq 10U ‘34 3q passs|q ‘suQ AjoM syl peM -uue
Pay2iansino ue pue puey AlySiw e yum assy Wwoly SN DaisAlEp
POD 4no pio7 3y puy 1dAS3 ur yoeieyy O saae)s [[B 35om aAA

- -3 o

& DRlEn 830 tfu Gla DL v dady

g

cdte alka o Dl gkl koin COEL Efny aslim

uRliy Réer &dn lfd &in fmia gl [t
e I T QaKEL.D Do ELAL

PR (Rek X LEN Da fud LR XU RET:

S
& oy o

5 & L D Reillr Gamt th Oidu uz.m

Dotk CELAY 2hRlim [dERn o

‘PIL2a0cun 248 1071010 Jq_z_




There is a tale in the Talmud about Rabbi
Eliezer, Rabbi Yehoshua, Rabbi Elazar ben
Azaria, Rabbi Akiba, and Rabbi Tarfon,
who were gathered in B'nai B'rak
discussing the Exodus from Egypt all
through the night, until their students
came to tell them: “Our teachers, the time
has come to recite the morning Shema.”

It has been suggested that these sscond-
century scholars were not only discussing
the Exodus, they were planning a rebel-
lion against their Roman oppressors.
How has the story of the Exodus inspired
other revolutions?
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The story of these five sages is included in
the Haggadah to serve as a model for us.
just as they deliberated long and hard, so
we must not rush through the text, but
should struggle with its meaning.

1

t is unusual for a people to tell its

by tracing its origins to slavery and
degradation, but the Talmud says that
when we tell the story of Fesach, we
should begin with despair and end with
joyv.  The Haggadah does this in two
ways. First, we begin by telling how our
people were slaves to Pharaoh in Egvpt,
and God brought them to freedom.
Second, we relate that our ancestors were
idol worshippers and now we worship
only God.
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The Ballad of the Four Sons
For the Passover Seder
(to the tune of Clementine)
presented by Hanah Bluver

© Ben Aronin

AN OM

Said the father to the children
"At the Seder you will dine,

You will eat your fill of matzoh,
You will drink four cups of wine."

Now this father had no daughters,
But his sons they numbered four,
One was wise, and one was wicked,
One was simple and a bore.

And the fourth was sweet and winsome,

He was young and he was small,
While his brothers asked the questions,
He could scarcely speak at all.

Said the wise one to his father

"Would you please explain the laws.
Of the customs of the Seder
Will you please explain the cause?"

And the father proudly answered
"As our fathers ate in speed,

Ate the Pascal lamb 'ere midnight,
And from slavery were freed"

"So we follow their example,

And 'ere midnight must complete,
All the Seder, and we should not
After twelve remain to eat.”
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Modern Sl'avéry

Laws allowing masters to keep humans as property have been
abolished. Yet millions of people, in the U.S. and abroad, work in
arrangements that may still be like slavery. At what point do coercion,
threats, low or no wages, and bad working conditions create a slave

like situation?

According to the International Labor Organization, as of 2016 about
40 million people world wide were working as slaves.
They define slavery as being of six main types:

Domestic Servitude - Domestic slavery is when live in
help is held in an exploitative arrangement in which the
worker becomes completely dependent on the employer
and has no freedom to leave. If the live in help is from
another country, unfamiliar with our language and laws,
they are particularly vulnerable. Since live in help are easily
isolated they are easier to exploit, and authorities cannot
inspect homes as easily as regular work places.

Forced Labor - This is when a person is forced to work
under threat of punishment to themselves or their families.

Child Labor - Children growing up in poverty, particularly
in areas that have been affected by armed conflict and
natural disasters, are most likely to be forced into labor. The
International Labor Organization estimates that about 25%
of today’s slaves are children.

Sex Trafficking - This is when a person is coerced
into performing commercial sex acts. Anyone under
18 performing commercial sex acts is automatically
considered trafficked.
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STANDING UP FOR US

.,_uﬁw.". ﬂz..iunm_u ﬁﬁwwuwwﬁw NY1) This promise has stood Mm_wmmwwﬂw MMN@
. e 458 1. us and our parents in and sing together,
Mo by I8 vaba e by acknowledging God's
N% NK . 4. ' . T . & ) commitment to our
13899 \,,“uwv 13591 ﬁw@sﬂﬁd@ 2911 997 .uuuﬁ sz For not only has one survival.
ST T o T TerooTe enemy stood over us to
. o Afterwards, set
.UJ.&.U Juﬂuvvgxu NI ICJU SJJ_UNS annihilate us. the cup down and
: h ' T But in every generation ﬁwznoé_.,.%m &mﬁmmﬁ
& t tinuation o
; enemnties have stood over &mmnmm_w._:c ;
us to annihilate us.
Yet the Holy One keeps
V’hee she-am-da, the promise to save us

la-a-vo-tei-nu v’la-nu,

sheh-lo eh-khad beel-vad,

amad alei-nu I'’kha-lo-tei-nu
eh-la sheh-b’khol dor va-dor
om-deem a-lei-nu I'kha-lo-tei-nu,
v’ha-ka-dosh ba-rukh hu
ma-tzee-lei-nu mee-ya-dam.

from their hands.
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Maggid Commentaries and Questions
for Discussion

In Hebrew, “Mitzrayim” means a narrow and confined space. Being in “Mitzrayim” can be both a

physical and spiritual condition. What makes you trapped or stuck in a rut? What helps you leave
your “Mitzrayim?”

Some scholars say there is no demonstrable historical basis for a Hebrew presence in the land of
Egypt. Therefore the Exodus story is a myth. Others disagree. Does it make a difference to you if
the story is historical or mythical?

There is no evidence that the Hebrews would turn against the Pharaoh, yet his irrational fear turns
him against them. When have you seen this kind of behavior occur?

Pharaoh distanced himself emotionally and psychologically from the evil he decreed. For example,
he assigned the midwives the task of murdering newborns, and the soldiers the task of tossing baby
boys into the sea. How have modern tyrants designed evil plans for others to enact?

The Torah verse... “And the Egyptians made the Israelites serve with rigor” indicates that ordinary
Egyptians were involved in the oppression and were immune to the suffering of the Israelite peo-

" ple. They shared in the guilt and thus were punished.

How can we apply pressure for change? Can there be liberation without violence?

The midwives, Shifra and Puah, performed the world’s first recorded act of civil disobedience.
Have you ever been involved with civil disobedience? Share the experience.

Why do you think the Torah tells us the names of the midwives, but omits the name of the reigning
Pharaoh? (Most historians believe he was Ramses I1.)

The midrash refers to Pharaoh’s daughter as “Batya” meaning “daughter of God.” The midrash
teaches us that the righteous of all people have merit.

In the Torah text, when Moses seeks God’s name, God replies, “I will Be What [ Will Be.” How

would you interpret this name!?

What kind of leadership do you think we need now in our country, in Israel, and the world?

¢ WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE TEN PLAGUES?

to punish the Egyptians?
to display God’s might to the Egyptians and to the Israelites?
to add drama to the story?

THE ROSENSTEIN HAGGADAH
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There were but seventy people who arrived in Egypt, but, in time, their number
increased. Soon they grew also in strength and became a mighty people. The Egyptians
came to fear them for, they reasoned, in time of war they mighty join with enemy nations
and become a threatening force. They, therefore, decided to subdue them with forced
labor, and to reduce their numbers by casting male children into the river. Task masters
were placed over the Hebrews, who whipped and tortured them, compelling them to make
bricks and build great cities for Pharaoh.

The task was inhuman and too great to bear. The Jewish people cried out to God,
and He heard their cry. He called to Moses, charging him to appear before Pharaoh and
~ to demand that the people be released. Pharaoh was obstinate and would not heed the
word of God. It was then that Moses foretold the punishment which the Almighty would
bring upon Pharaoh and the Egyptians: Plagues would be visited upon the land of Egypt,
in which many would perish. Pharaoh defied God and placed his trust in his own powers.
Despite all pleas, he refused to free the Jewish people. In consequence, the plagues
descended upon Egypt. Many perished and the suffering was great. Pharaoh, nonetheless,
remained obstinate; he would not yield. When the tenth plague was visited upon them,
the death of first-born sons of Egyptians, a great cry went up through Egypt, and Pharaoh
finally ordered Moses to take his people out of the land.

A full cup is the symbol of complete joy. Though we celebrate the triumph of our
sacred cause, our happiness is not complete so long as others had to be sacrificed for its
sake. We shall, therefore, diminish the wine in our cups, as we recall the plagues visited
upon the Egyptians, to give expression to our sorrow over the losses which each plague

exacted. We now recite the list of Ten Plagues, pouring off wine as each one is mentioned.
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