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Daniel Dorsch 
Rabbi 

One of the prized haggadot I have in a 
somewhat extensive collection is the 
Moss Haggadah. This rather large volume 
was given to Amy and me as a wedding 
present from my childhood rabbi. 

Illustrated by the renowned Jewish artist David Moss, the 
Haggadah contains all sorts of unique designs and images, 
some based on historical manuscripts. 
 

The Haggadah contains many interesting pages. But my 
favorite page in the Haggadah is one full of tiny mirrors (I 
love showing this to preschoolers). The mirrors are 
interspersed with depictions of our ancestors dressed in our 
various local garb throughout our history. The text on top of 
the page is the quote: b’chol dor vador chayav adam lirot et 
atzmo ke-ilu hu yatazah mimizrayim. “In every generation, a 
person is obligated to see him or herself as if he or she came 
out of Egypt.”   
 

I know that many of us have long forgotten about COVID 
restrictions, masking, and social distancing. However, I can’t 
help but be struck by the current state of the world. I look in 
the mirror at the Haggadah, and I am sad about what I see.   
 

It’s been two years since Vladimir Putin launched his brutal 
war against Ukraine, which has had the side effect of 
limiting freedom of movement for Americans. Today a large 
portion of the world once thought safe for Americans are no 
longer places we can feel comfortable, knowing that we 
may be seized and thrown into prison at a moment’s 
notice.   
 

Today any number of countries have come out in the United 
Nations against the State of Israel. These are now countries 
that have been crossed off my bucket list.   
 

Sadly, we’ve had to postpone family trips to Israel, because 
we want to ensure that our families get to see the entire 
country, and here too, our freedom of movement has 
become limited.   
 

In our blessed country today, there are also forces at work 
that seek to limit freedom of thought.  They are the illiberal 
lunatics on college campuses who shut down facts, and 
misguided teachers in schools who present 
misinformation.  These people fail to understand that 
freedom for one group should mean freedom for all, rather 
than one coming at the expense of another. 
 

It all sounds rather bleak.  But then, I look at the Haggadah 
and remember that we’ve been down this road before.   
 

We sometimes think we are the first generation of Jews to 
struggle for freedom. Only as important as the mirrors are 
the depictions of our ancestors.   
 

As I see them, I remember that in every generation there 
has been a Pharaoh who has been defeated. I have no doubt 
that as we rise to the challenges of our generation, we too 
will be no exception. 

Elliot Okrent 
President 

"Tumble out of bed and stumble to the kitchen, 
pour myself a cup of ambition, and yawn and 
stretch and try to come to life." - Dolly Parton 
 

It’s hard to believe a coffee company ended up 
giving us one of the most widely used Passover 

Haggadahs in recent history. Back in the 1930s, Maxwell House, 
the coffee company, decided to jump into the Haggadah game and 
hasn’t looked back. But how did this happen? It was all about 
marketing. 
 

As we know, coffee comes from beans, which historically are not 
allowed during Passover (recent guidance notwithstanding). 
However, coffee beans are technically a fruit. A marketing agency 
realized this and approached Maxwell House with a way to attract 
Jewish customers during Passover. They started throwing in a free 
Haggadah with their coffee during Passover to sweeten the deal 
for buyers. Turns out, people loved it! Over 60 million Haggadahs 
later, the Maxwell House Haggadah is like a Passover staple for 
many families – including mine. 
 

If I think about all the holidays on the Jewish calendar, Passover is 
at the top of my list. The memories and traditions that I personally 
recall and the way that I continue to bring those traditions forward 
and pass them on to my children really make it special. 
 

I love the story. Passover is a celebration of freedom, a reminder 
of the journey from oppression to liberation. The retelling of the 
Exodus story was not just a historical account, but a call to reflect 
on our own lives. As we recite the plagues, dip our fingers into our 
wine glasses (oh, that Manischewitz Heavy Malaga!), and remove 
drops to symbolize empathy for the suffering of our ancestors, we 
are encouraged to ponder the universal themes of justice, 
compassion, and the pursuit of freedom. 
 

Passover is a holiday I have always spent with my family. I 
remember seders at Bubie’s house in Seaford, NY, and sometimes 
my Great Aunt Thelma’s in Syosset. I remember the seders we had 
at my parents’ home in Connecticut. And the ones we’ve hosted in 
our own home here in Atlanta as adults with our own family. I 
remember that being together on Passover was so important, we 
hosted Zoom Seders during COVID, as many of you did. Now, that’s 
commitment! 
 

While the Seder service varies for everyone in length and depth, it 
always tells the same story, and the songs we sing never go out of 
style. And of course, there’s the food. I’m going to put the matzah 
aside (not the afikomen just yet), as I will not admit to looking 
forward to that. But I can tell you, my mom’s charoset is very hard 
to beat, and even when we can’t be together for the holiday, I still 
find some way to get my hands on it. And to this day, my children 
continue to insist we hide a raisin in one of the matzo balls when 
cooking and celebrate the lucky recipient at dinner. 
 

In the tapestry of my memories, Passover Seders stand out as a 
vibrant thread, weaving together the rich tapestry of tradition, 
family, and faith. The rituals, symbols, and shared stories created a 
sense of continuity, connecting us to our ancestors and the 
broader Jewish community. As we prepare for yet another 
Passover Seder, I am filled with gratitude for the memories of 
Seders past and continue to pass the traditions forward. 
 

Oh – and enjoy some coffee with your afikomen and hit up the 
supermarket if you need some extra Maxwell House Haggadahs! 
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March was an incredible month for the Youth 
Department! 
 

On March 10, twenty-three Chalutzim’ers (K-2nd) 
baked hamantashen and played games (red light/

green light, basketball, hula hoops, Potato Head, etc.) in the Hammer-
Tritt Social Hall.  I’m not sure how good (or bad) the hamantashen 
tasted, but everyone had a fantastic time! The following weekend nine 
Chaverim’ers (3rd -5th) ate pizza, made yummy hamantashen, and had 
some fun after Religious School in the Luci and Stan Sunshine Dairy 
Kitchen. 
 

We ended the month with an out-of-this-country Purim Carnival 
celebrating Israel. After many of our USYers read from the Megillat 
Esther, they spent over 3 hours setting up and decorating the Hammer-
Tritt Social Hall for the Etz Chaim Purim Carnival the next day. Two of our 
dedicated USYers even joined the set-up crew after their senior proms! 
 

At the Carnival, kids put notes in the Kotel, took pictures at 
Independence Hall with Theodore Herzl, got Israeli flag tattoos, knocked 
down Haman, wrote notes to Israeli soldiers in the IDF, ate shawarma, 
falafel, and Israeli salad prepared by Men’s Club and homemade 
hummus prepared by Mark Needle, competed in the IDF training 
inflatable obstacle course, went fishing in the Red Sea, took the train 
from the Tachanat Rakevet (train station; i.e. the Hammer Pavilion) 
through different Israeli cities as they circled the building, and more!  It 
was an outstanding Purim Carnival which raised thousands of dollars for 
our Sababa USY Social Action/Tikkun Olam projects. Thank you to 
everyone who participated! 
 

We are looking forward to our L’Dor v’Dor Top Chef Passover event on 
April 14 for Chalutzim and Chaverim, plus Regional Convention (April 12-
14) and Six Flags (April 21) for Gesher and USY. Please sign-up your kids 
to join us! 

The Voice of Chaim April 2024 

 

Marty Gilbert 
Executive Director 

 

“April is the cruelest month.” 
~T.S. Eliot 

 

Matzah is on the horizon. What more 
do I have to say? Based on my current 

diet restrictions, I haven’t been eating a lot of bread 
products, so substituting matzah for bread won’t be as 
difficult this year as in past years. 
 

Of course, I am looking forward to our Community 
Seder on April 22. It should be a meaningful program, 
and since we will have enough Haggadahs this year, it 
should be wonderful. 
 

The big news is the kickoff “We are Family” Ad Journal 
and Membership Directory. As we approach our 50th 
year, we need to take time to celebrate what we are… a 
FAMILY. We care about each other, laugh with each 
other, cry with each other, occasionally argue with each 
other, but we are always there for each other. Please 
buy an ad to celebrate your family, friends, and Etz 
Chaim in general. We have so much to be thankful for 
as a Congregational Family. Please help us meet our 
fundraising goal so we can continue to “create 
meaningful Jewish experiences”. 
 

Then on Sunday, May 19, we will celebrate together in 
person at our “We are Family” Casino Night. 
 

Don’t let the name fool you - it’s adults only.  We will 
have babysitting available, which will support USY 
programming.  Since Vegas, Atlantic City, and even 
Murphy, NC, are a good distance away, this will help 
you get that gambling itch out of your system and raise 
a few bucks for Etz Chaim as well. 
 

In closing, I wish all of you a Chag Sameach Pesach.  
May all your matzah be chocolate coated unless you’re 
diabetic like me.  

 Jamie Lyons 
Interim Youth Director 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=uyGY2NfYpeE&si=Fvk__SwwAMD_9ltX
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Debbie Deutsch 
Director of Education 

Department of Education 

The second grade Hebrew school class has several traditions- we do a Shabbat skit 
for the school, we have a scrapbook that makes the rounds to the whole class, and 
we do a museum. How do we create a museum? Each student picks a particular 
interest they have, which we merge with something Jewish. Let's say someone 
loves art—their topic would be Jewish art. Students are encouraged to do research 

on the topic at home or with our madrichim during school and come up with a fun way to teach it at 
school. Creativity is encouraged. 
 

The students are so creative, and I love seeing their 2nd grade minds at work! After the students are 
finished presenting their topic to their fellow classmates, they then help curate a museum. All the 
students present their project to their parents, siblings and other religious school grades that come 
to tour the museum. The students come up with a list of 10 questions they might be asked. When 
coming up with these questions, it might lead to more research on their topic! 
 

Then when the big day comes, they come dressed in nice dress clothes- like Shabbat clothes - and 
put out their project on the table. They rehearse their answers to the questions and are prepared 
when the families arrive. The students always have such pride in themselves and their work. There is 
such meaning to the research, the preparation, the presenting, and the follow-up to each project. 
 

Great job, 2nd graders!   
 

 
 
 
 
The Cool Cats, our PreK class, are such a vital part of our school. Day to day, you 
will find the Cool Cats focusing on not only pre-reading and writing skills, but also 
Jewish traditions and values that help to build character and strength. Their center 
time is focused on skills that will strengthen both their academic and social/
emotional growth.  

 

Marisa Gewertz, one of the teachers, says, “I love teaching the Cool Cats because the connection I 
have between me and the children is like no other. When the year begins, they are just starting to 
be independent. By the end of the year, their independence shines. The Cool Cats have been 
through many changes this year. The highlight of my year is to see how they have powered through 
the disappointments and risen to be true Cool Cats.”   
 

All three of the Cool Cat teachers are so passionate about their roles in the classroom. Gabby 
Ledger, another one of the teachers, said, “This group is my favorite because I love seeing the 
connections they make as they build on their prior knowledge. Seeing them make new observations, 
seek out new information, and process the knowledge they receive is absolutely amazing. They 
actively search for answers and are endlessly curious. They are learning what it means to not only 
just be curious, but to be accepting of others and what truly makes someone a good and kind 
person.”  Ju Ritter, the third Cool Cat teacher, said, “The class is made up of small people with big 
personalities. As a teacher, I have seen these personalities grow and flourish. I know they will take 
the lessons from this class with them and grow up to be wonderful people in this world.”  
 

Way to go, Cool Cats! 

  
  
  

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

PRESCHOOL 
 

Monday, 4/8 
     Puppies Conferences      
     begin (School IN session)  
Friday, 4/12 
 Tot Shabbat 
Saturday, 4/13 
 Team Shabbat  
Saturday, 4/20 
 Team Shabbat  
Monday, 4/22 
 1st Passover Seder (PM)  
Mon., 4/22 – Wed., 4/24 
     School Closed (Pesach) 
Mon., 4/29 & Tue., 4/30 
     School Closed (Pesach) 
 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  
 

Friday, 4/12 
 2nd Grade Shabbat Dinner 
Saturday, 4/13 
 Team Shabbat (1st /5th GR) 
Sunday, 4/14 
 Pre-K Class in Session 
Saturday, 4/20 
 Last Team Shabbat  
Tuesday, 4/23 
 School Closed (Pesach) 
Saturday, 4/27 
 Confirmation—See page 7  
 (During Services) 
Sunday, 4/28 
 Baccalaureate—See page 7 
Tuesday, 4/30 
 School Closed (Pesach) 

 Lauren Chernau 
Assistant Director Etz Chaim Preschool 

 

What’s Going on in Kitah Bet  

https://www.etzchaim.net/event/bet2shabbat2023
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https://www.etzchaim.net/preschool
https://www.etzchaim.net/calendar
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https://www.etzchaim.net/event/tiedye
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/ldortopchef
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https://www.etzchaim.net/event/brisket2024
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/shirshelshabbat
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Mazal Tov to… 
Amy and Rickey Mittelberg on the engagement 
of their daughter Alissa to Avi Cohen. 
 

Ashley and Leeor Aizenshtat on the birth of 
their son, Reef, born on February 15, 2024. 
 

Our Condolences to… 
Elyse Shaw on the passing of her  
beloved father, Bob Hiller, and  
grandfather of Bekah Shaw and Ian Shaw. 
 

Gilad Moyal on the passing of his  
beloved mother, Miri Moyal, and  
grandfather of Jacob and Maya Moyal. 
 

Ellen Balser on the passing of her beloved 
sister, Lizzy Arkin, and to Zachary Arkin on 
the passing of his beloved mother. 
 

Roni Robbins on the passing of her beloved 
father, Steve Kayne. 
 

Stephanie Knauer on the passing of her 
beloved mother, Mary Elkan, and grand-
mother of Marshall Knauer and Madeline 
Knauer. 
 

Norman Radow on the passing of his 
beloved mother, Beverly Radow, grand-
mother of Lisa Hurd and Neil Radow. 
 

Thank You to our Office Volunteers… 
Linda Weinroth for proofing the Voice 
 

Michael Karp for picking up the food for 
the JF&CS Kosher Food Pantry and 
delivering it to JF&CS 
 

Members on the Move... 
Ken and Grace Graiser  
3160 Howell Mill Rd., #623 
Atlanta, GA 30327 
 

 
 

Aviva and Harry Stern 
5450 N. Peachtree Drive 
Dunwoody, GA 30338 
 

Marc Chernau 
310 Monivea Lane 
Roswell, GA 30075 

Have news you’d like to share with our community? Please contact Bernice in the shul office at bernice@etzchaim.net. 
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Men’s Club Notes  

Men’s Club is a vital part of 
our congregation. Our ongoing 
programs include: 
 

Supporting daily minyan 
 

Sponsoring picnics 
 

World Wide Wrap 
 

Providing scholarships 
 

Men’s Club Shabbat 
 

Anshei Darom Retreat 
 

Synagogue Softball League 
 

Usher for High Holidays 
 

Support Holocaust Garden 
 

Our goal is to provide our 
members with opportunities 
to meet one another and 
make new lasting friendships,  
support our community and 
have fun during the process. 
 

JOIN MEN’S CLUB and make a 
difference in our Etz Chaim 
community. 
 

Get on our email list at:  
mensclub@etzchaim.net 

Greetings, Etz Chaim Congregants. 

Spring is in the air, and for me, that always makes me think of baseball. We have organized a L’Etz 
Go Braves outing for June 2, so reserve your seats ASAP! Tickets are limited. See below for details. 

We had a lot of fun in March as Men’s Club gathered to cook for the Purim Carnival. Lots of laughter 
and comradery were exchanged as we filled the bellies of the congregants and children.  

Men’s Club Shabbat on March 23 was also very inspiring. We were led by our own Michael Barber, and 
many readings and aliyot were shared by Men’s Club Members with other honors being performed by 
our congregants. What a fantastic turnout and we look forward to this great tradition next year. 

Men’s Club is happy to be back to cooking kosher brisket two ways (BBQ or traditional) for our 
community again this year. Make sure you reserve your allocation as the cutoff to order will be April 4. 
Click here to reserve your Brisket for Passover or just to have some extra in the freezer.  

Lastly, Yom HaShoah/Holocaust Remembrance Day will be observed on May 5. Men’s Club will be 
providing candles as part of the Yellow Candle initiative. See page 22 for more details, as we will be 
providing transportation to Greenwood Cemetery for this special commemoration. 

We welcome you to get involved with Men’s Club! Volunteer to cook or prep, attend any of our 
Men’s Club-sponsored events. Have a great idea about an event? Please share with us your 
thoughts. We are actively looking for more members to come socialize with us. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact Bryan Coleman (rog-bry@mindspring.com) or Mathew Nathan 
(mattynathan@gmail.com). 

President: Bryan Coleman    Come Out and Enjoy Your Men’s Club!       
VP: Mathew Nathan                 mensclub@etzchaim.net 

Anshei Darom Regional Board with Rabbi Dorsch and Rabbi Wolk. 

Etz Chaim’s Men’s Club always has a great turnout  
at the Anshei Darom Regional Retreat. 

mailto:mensclub@etzchaim.net
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/brisket2024
mailto:rog-bry@mindspring.com
mailto:mattynathan@gmail.com
mailto:mensclub@etzchaim.net
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/mcbraves2024
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Minyan Makers 
The Sisterhood sponsorship for 
Etz Chaim’s daily minyan is on 
Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. 
Come join us for the morning 
service and then stay afterward 
to nosh and kibbitz. 
 

Interest Groups 
We’re also looking to start 
interest groups for activities 
to follow our nosh such as 
mah jongg, knitting, and a 
walking group. Feel free to let 
us know if you have any other 
ideas and to participate. 
 

Centerpiece Rental 
Consider using our beautiful 
new topiary centerpieces for 
your Friday night dinner, 
Kiddush luncheon or Saturday 
evening affair. Contact the Gift 
Shop for more information.  
 

JNF Trees for Israel 
Honor someone special by 
purchasing a tree in the Etz 
Chaim Sisterhood grove. For 
more information, contact 
Sandy Bailey at 770-490-7874 
or the Gift Shop. 
 

For more information about 
Sisterhood, please contact:  

Neda Gayle, 615-477-3152,  
nedagayle@att.net or  
Helaine Mark at 404-353-4589, 
laineybeth@comcast.net. 
 

Check us out on Facebook or 
on our website at  
www.etzchaim.net/sisterhood 

The Sisterhood Scoop 

ATTENTION ETZ CHAIM 
MEMBERS: 

 

If you are planning to be 
away for an extended 
amount of time, please 
inform the office. 

Judaica and Gifts  
Shop Hours 

 

Sundays:  
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Mondays: 
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays: 
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
or by appointment, 
contact Lauren Gray 

Surround Yourself with Women who will Lift You Higher 
Spring is here! 

 A time of rebirth as nature comes back to life, awakening from its deep sleep. 
We are here too. Awaken, rise up and join us at these exciting events. 

Pesach is here, too. Get out the Windex and Fabulosa as we prepare our homes for Passover! 
 

Sunday, April 14, at 10:00 a.m. at the Bayit. Join us for a lively discussion and insight for this month’s 
book The Woman Beyond the Sea by Sari Yishai-Levi hosted by Iris Bachenheimer. A mesmerizing 
novel about three generations of women who have lost each other—and the quest to weave them 
back into a family. See our ad on page 13. 
 

April 7-9 is the WLCJ Southern Region Conference. (Women’s League for Conservative Judaism) It 
will be held at Ahavath Achim Synagogue, co-sponsored with Etz Chaim’s Sisterhood) The keynote 
speaker on Monday will be Esther Panitch. This is our first in-person meeting since B.C. (Before 
Covid!) Looking forward to seeing everyone! See our ad below. 
 

Save the date for Sunday, May 5, at 7:00 p.m. for our Annual Installation of the Sisterhood board. 
Looking forward to seeing YOU! See our ad on page 23. 
 

Stop by our Judaica and Gifts Shop for a special gift for your loved one or yourself! New items are 
always coming in! Stop by and see our wonderful collection of items for Passover. Special gifts and 
activities are available for the children as well as beautiful seder plates and a cup for Miriam!   
 

Please continue to support Sunday Morning Minyan at 9:30 a.m. Every person who attends is vital and 
appreciated. Your attendance can make a difference! We are one of the only synagogues in the area 
that have daily minyanim. It is a mitzvah to be there for those in mourning and observing yahrzeit.  
 

We encourage you to get involved with Sisterhood! Volunteer. Join a committee. Attend Sisterhood-
sponsored Sunday Morning Minyan. The possibilities are endless! Feel connected, have fun, and 
make new friends. Won’t you step up? Please contact Neda Gayle at 615-477-3152, 
nedagayle@att.net, or Helaine Mark at 404-353-4589, laineybeth@comcast.net for any questions 
or to inquire further. 
 

Until next time… 
 

Neda and Helaine 
Co-Presidents, Sisterhood   

Donate to the Torah Fund today. New year, 
new pin! See page 32 for more information. 

ETZ CHAIM MEMBERS $50 SCHOLARSHIP (VIA REIMBURSEMENT) 

mailto:lauren.gray04@gmail.com
mailto:nedagayle@att.net
mailto:laineybeth@comcast.net
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/wlcj
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mailto:betsy@etzchaim.net
mailto:mgilbert@etzchaim.net
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mailto:betsy@etzchaim.net
mailto:myra.goldberg@yahoo.com
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/hineniapril16


 

14 

The Voice of Chaim April 2024 

Spotlight on Art for a Mitzvah 
 

Many of you are familiar with the Art for a Mitzvah program which began in January 2023. For those of you unfamiliar with the 
program, it came about from an inspiration after a tour of Yad LaKashish, Lifeline for the Old, in Jerusalem. The tour was part of a 
congregational trip to Israel with Rabbi Dorsch in June 2022. Yad LaKashish is a thriving place with 10 workshops and serves nearly 
300 elderly immigrants who are natural or trained artisans. The proceeds of their worldwide sales (including ritual art pieces, jewelry, 
metal works, paper goods, fabrics, and children’s toys) are invested back into the operation to help with the support of immigrants 
who call Israel their home. 
 

Jewish art enhances ritual art pieces and lifts up the surroundings, the people who see it and use it. Jewish art enhances Jewish 
traditions and culture. We have so many choices we can make in our selection of menorahs, mezuzahs, candlesticks, challah plates 
and covers, Kiddush cups, and Seder plates to name a few. These beautiful pieces give us a connection to our history, the experience 
of others who came before us, and our culture. Color and art have an importance in our lives because they can embody the identity 
of a nation, a community, and a group of people. 
 

Our mission for Art for a Mitzvah is to create beautiful pieces of art to enhance our homes, culture, and traditions. From there we use 
the sales to make a meaningful donation and to fund the next project. To date our donations have been $630 (35 Chai) to Yad 
LaKashish, $252 (14 Chai) to Backpack Buddies, and $720 (40 Chai) to Magen David Adom. 
 

Our next project began on March 6. Please look for our display and sales in April. 
 

Lynne Goldman Johannesen and Miriam Rosenbaum 

The following people have donated to Art for a Mitzvah. We thank you for your generosity and support of our program. 

Rabbi Jonathon Adler                                                       
Iris Bachenheimer 
Galina Barshay 
Marcy and Steve Caras 
Carol Carola z”l 
Amy Charles 
Karen Chauvin 
Tammy Cohen 
Bonnie and Steve Dix  

Lauren Eisenman 
Janice and Richard Etscovitz 
Cheryl Eppsteiner 
Wendy Feinberg 
Audrey Fried-Sheets 
Joy Gertz 
Lori and Marty Gilbert 
Myra Goldberg 
Lauren Gray 

Bernice Isaac 
Lynne and Jerry Johannesen 
Arlene La Vine 
Cindy and Rabbi Shalom Lewis 
Jamie Lyons 
Fern Meharg 
Miriam and Robert Rosenbaum 
Rosalind Reiss 
Bonnie Roth 

Lara Rush 
Cindee Sapoznik 
Marsha Shrago 
Melissa Sklar 
Miri Sternberg 
Joe Ziskend 

https://www.etzchaim.net/event/minyanmishpacha_april
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The Pride Alliance has been busy planning events for this year.  Here is what you may look forward to: 
 

Film Screening of Yentl and Discussion with Rabbi Adler:  On Sunday, April 28, at 2:00 p.m., in the Hammer-Tritt Social Hall. We will 
be screening the award-winning movie Yentl, starring, directed, and co-written by Barbra Streisand, along with Mandy Patinkin and 
Amy Irving.  Released in 1983 and based on a short story by Isaac Bashevis Singer, the film tells the story of a young Polish Ashkenazi 
Jew named Yentl in 1904 who wants so much to study the Talmud that she disguises herself as a young man. Yentl (Streisand) adopts 
her brother's name (Anshel) and enters a Yeshiva. Anshel meets Avigdor (Patinkin) and while spending time studying with him, 
she falls in love with Avigdor, who is engaged to Hadas (Irving). Filled with memorable, Academy Award-winning music and nominated 
songs, the film poses many questions on gender roles and expression in society in general and in Judaism in particular. Following the 
screening, Rabbi Adler will lead a discussion and Q&A.  This movie is rated PG and is appropriate for all ages.   
 

Pride Night at Truist Park:  Tuesday, June 18, at 7:20 p.m., join us as the Atlanta Braves take on the Detroit Tigers, and the Braves 
and their fans celebrate Pride Night at the ballpark.  For those who are interested, a special ticket package is available that includes 
entry to a pre-game party at Coca-Cola Roxy from 5:20 p.m. to 7:20 p.m., along with a Braves Pride T-Shirt (see photo on our 
website). We will be sending around an Etz Blast soon to get a headcount for tickets for the game alone as well as for the ticket 
package. See ad below. 
 

Pride Shabbat: Save the Date! On Saturday, December 13, at 9:30 a.m., we will once again gather to celebrate Pride Shabbat.  The 
service will include additional special readings, a D'var Torah on Parashat Vayishlach by a guest presenter, and a festive Kiddush.  We 
look forward to seeing everyone there!  

https://www.etzchaim.net/event/bravespride
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ALL THINGS PASSOVER  
can be found on our website at: 

www.etzchaim.net/Passover 

https://www.jbilibrary.org/
https://www.etzchaim.net/passover
https://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
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https://www.etzchaim.net/form/saleofchametz5784
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Upcoming B’nai Mitzvah 
 

The Voice features information 
on upcoming B’nai Mitzvah. 
 

If your child has a Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
in the coming months, we would 
like to feature your child’s: 
 

 Biographical information 
School information 
Photo 
D’Var Torah Quote 
Mitzvah project 

 

To have your child’s simcha 
included in the Voice,  please 
email the Bio form which is  
included in the B’nai Mitzvah 
Handbook from the Religious 
School along with a high-
resolution photo to Bernice in 
the Synagogue office  at:  
bernice@etzchaim.net 
 

All materials must be received no 
later than the 1st of the month 
prior to the simcha. We will 
gladly accept material earlier. 

 

TORAH READERS WANTED! 
 

We are excited to restart our Torah reading 
program. Please contact Bob Frohlich or Rabbi 
Dorsch to be added to our list to receive Torah 
reading opportunities. If you have any specific 
questions, please feel free to reach  
out to Rabbi Dorsch at  
rabbidorsch@etzchaim.net  
or Bob Frohlich at  
chisakid@bellsouth.net. 

Ways to show your support for Israel: 
 
JFGA Emergency Campaign 

JNF Israel Resilience Campaign 

Israel Bonds 

Friends of the IDF 

Atlanta Israel Coalition 

Jewish Joint Distribution Committee Inc. 

Sharon Lightstone, spricelight32@gmail.com 

mailto:bernice@etzchaim.net
mailto:shabbathonorsetzchaim@gmail.com
mailto:shabbathonorsetzchaim.gmail.com
https://www.etzchaim.net/form/joinourteam
mailto:rabbidorsch@etzchaim.net?subject=Torah%20Readers
mailto:chisakid@bellsouth.net?subject=Torah%20Readers
https://jewishatlanta.org/give/donate-to-jewish-atlanta/?form=FUNHKCVAWEQ
https://my.jnf.org/israel-resilience-campaign/EtzChaimYP
https://online.israelbonds.com/Pages/Welcome.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f%3futm_source%3disraelbonds%26utm_medium%3dpopup%26utm_campaign%3disraelatwar%26utm_content%3dinvestnow&utm_source=israelbonds&utm_medium=popup&utm_campaign=israelatwar&utm_content=investnow
https://support.fidf.org/site/Donation2?df_id=4040&mfc_pref=T&4040.donation=form1&s_src=ORG_FIDF_HP_20231011_EC23OCTGlobalHeader&s_subsrc=2023_HP_FIDFHQNational_EC23OCTGlobalHeader-Donate&_gl=1*1rygsxh*_ga*MTg2OTI0MDgzOS4xNjk3NDY0NjEz*_ga_1C9D2S1P8N*MTY5OD
https://files.constantcontact.com/a142b78e701/da63bf1a-7f15-4a0f-8667-4501f56ea1b8.pdf?rdr=true
https://donate.jdc.org/give/525516/?_hsmi=278693913&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_h175jrds8txpuVnxLfDbQMBLNLt17s9PajgBFDL1nfpcrBEmdJuFKLRUbys3cdkKDwAhekHWMVaUMC6BFbcmNiI8mbg#!/donation/checkout?c_src=ISRAEL23E6E&c_src2=HeaderCTA
mailto:spricelight32@gmail.com?subject=Social%20Action%20Committee
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Bereavement Services 
Offered to Congregants 

 

Etz Chaim’s Chesed Committee 
will offer to provide meals of 
consolation to members. 
This meal is traditionally a 
dairy meal eaten by mourners 
upon their return home from 
the funeral. It includes whole 
hard-boiled eggs, symbolizing 
the continuity of life. This 
service provided by the 
Chesed Committee allows the 
family and friends who normally 
provide the meal to attend 
the funeral themselves and 
give the emotional support 
to the bereaved. Members 
attending out of town funerals, 
who sit shiva or hold a 
memorial service in Atlanta, 
will be offered a fruit tray. 

 

Contributions made to the 
Chesed Fund will help to 
fund these services. 
 

Please contact: 
Lisa Flagel—678-591-7950 

Your cooperation please! 
 

The disabled parking spots are 
reserved for the exclusive use 
of those with permits. These 
spaces are not to be used by 
anyone else at anytime. 
There is no parking under the 
Education Wing overhang. It 
is a fire code violation.   

Family Member  
In the Hospital? 
 

The rabbi has 
asked that you 
notify the synagogue office 
in the event of a family 
member’s hospital stay or 
serious illness. 

April Yahrzeits 
 

Memorialize a loved one with a Brick in our Holocaust Memorial Garden or a  
Plaque on our Yahrzeit Wall. For information, please contact the synagogue office. 

 

*Denotes a memorial plaque in our sanctuary to be lit on the day of the yahrzeit and on all Yizkor holidays. 

 3-Apr Mania Lederman 24 Adar II 
* 4-Apr Eli Krodman 25 Adar II 

 4-Apr Haskel Edelblum 25 Adar II 
 4-Apr Martin Rivchun 25 Adar II 

* 6-Apr Edward Perlow 27 Adar II 
* 7-Apr David Liban 28 Adar II 
* 7-Apr Judith S. Brown 28 Adar II 

 7-Apr Lydia Lewin 28 Adar II 
* 7-Apr Mehdy Nooromid 28 Adar 

 8-Apr Cynthia Feldberg 29 Adar II 
 8-Apr Edith S. Martin 29 Adar II 

* 9-Apr Katrin Hatami 1 Nisan 
 9-Apr Mindy Golsen 1 Nisan 
 9-Apr Ruth Friedner 1 Nisan 
 10-Apr David U. Goldenberg 2 Nisan 

* 10-Apr Morris Goldstein 2 Nisan 
 10-Apr Stanley Gerson 2 Nisan 

* 10-Apr William Goldstein 2 Nisan 
 11-Apr Barbara Pomerance 3 Nisan 
 11-Apr Marc Goldsmith 3 Nisan 

* 11-Apr Martha Sussman 3 Nisan 
 11-Apr Steven Berkman 3 Nisan 
 11-Apr Susan Frohlich 3 Nisan 
 12-Apr Samuel Lederman 4 Nisan 
 13-Apr Frances Friedman 5 Nisan 

* 13-Apr Irving Goldman 5 Nisan 
 13-Apr Sidney Engel 5 Nisan 

* 14-Apr Irving Altholtz 6 Nisan 
 14-Apr Paul Shilling 6 Nisan 
 15-Apr Charles Schancupp 7 Nisan 
 15-Apr Robert Needle 7 Nisan 

* 15-Apr Stuart Turner 7 Nisan 
 16-Apr Arthur Suway 8 Nisan 
 16-Apr Daniel Kleinman 8 Nisan 
 16-Apr Lena Chesin 8 Nisan 
 17-Apr Irving Adair 9 Nisan 

* 17-Apr Joseph H. Goldstein 9 Nisan 
 17-Apr Louis Israelton 9 Nisan 
 18-Apr Pearl Rosenberg 10 Nisan 

* 19-Apr Bernard Vexler 11 Nisan 
* 19-Apr Bob Goldman 11 Nisan 

 19-Apr Brian Brody 11 Nisan 
 19-Apr James Green 11 Nisan 

* 19-Apr Ron Bachenheimer 11 Nisan 
 19-Apr Sharla Barber 11 Nisan 
 20-Apr Bella Kandel 12 Nisan 

* 20-Apr Bernice Krodman 12 Nisan 
 20-Apr Louis Rappeport 12 Nisan 

 20-Apr Rachamim Ben-Aroia 12 Nisan 
 20-Apr Robin Anders 12 Nisan 
 21-Apr Irving Jacoby 13 Nisan 

 21-Apr Jack Goldstein 13 Nisan 
* 21-Apr Joseph Schwartz 13 Nisan 

 21-Apr Marvin Allen Coplon 13 Nisan 
 21-Apr Sylvia Levit 13 Nisan 
 22-Apr Barney Cohen 14 Nisan 

* 22-Apr Penny Bowman 14 Nisan 
 23-Apr Louise Baron 15 Nisan 

* 23-Apr Sidney Gordon 15 Nisan 

* 23-Apr William Rosenfeld 15 Nisan 
 24-Apr Barbara Flagel 16 Nisan 

* 24-Apr Harry Kramer 16 Nisan 
 24-Apr Irene Schonberger 16 Nisan 
 24-Apr Jean Sacks 16 Nisan 

* 24-Apr Joseph La Vine 16 Nisan 
* 24-Apr Ken Seidman 16 Nisan 

 24-Apr Susan Jacobs 16 Nisan 

 24-Apr Teri Scheinzeit 16 Nisan 
 25-Apr Celia Masters 17 Nisan 
 25-Apr Constantin Andronesov 17 Nisan 
 25-Apr Lottie Hartnig 17 Nisan 
 25-Apr Ruth Green 17 Nisan 
 26-Apr Marcia Klein 18 Nisan 
 27-Apr Avishag Turel 19 Nisan 

* 27-Apr Lynne Platt 19 Nisan 

* 27-Apr Melvin Intner 19 Nisan 
 27-Apr Samuel Kandel 19 Nisan 
 27-Apr Stanley Donner 19 Nisan 
 27-Apr Zalman Angster 19 Nisan 
 28-Apr Beatrice Rosenberg 20 Nisan 
 28-Apr Esther Smith 20 Nisan 
 28-Apr Harry Kolin 20 Nisan 
 28-Apr Irving Hazan 20 Nisan 

* 28-Apr Jack Briks 20 Nisan 
 28-Apr Buddy Goldstein 20 Nisan 
 29-Apr George G. Grauer 21 Nisan 
 29-Apr John Cosgrove 21 Nisan 
 29-Apr Marley Rogers 21 Nisan 
 29-Apr Violet Levy 21 Nisan 
 29-Apr William Nelson 21 Nisan 
 30-Apr Evelyn Gerson 22 Nisan 

 30-Apr Fay Sackler 22 Nisan 
 30-Apr Jane Lefco 22 Nisan 
 30-Apr Meilakh Barshay 22 Nisan 

* 30-Apr Murray Breier 22 Nisan 
 30-Apr Shirley Z. Simpson 22 Nisan 
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Community-Wide Yom HaShoah Observance 
Sunday, May 5, 2024 w Program at 11:00 a.m.  
Our bus will leave the Etz Chaim parking lot at 9:45 a.m.  
 

This year marks the 59th anniversary of the first Yom HaShoah memorial 
service at Greenwood Cemetery in Atlanta. The Memorial to the Six Million 
was designed by Ben Hirsch (z"l). Ben was a nine-year-old child survivor from 
Frankfurt am Main, Germany, who escaped with his four older brothers on the 
Kindertransport to England. Their parents died in the Holocaust. Ben arrived in 
Atlanta in 1941 and learned English quickly, attended Atlanta public schools 
and graduated from Georgia Tech in Architecture. He designed churches and 
synagogues that have been built all over greater Atlanta, including 
Congregation Etz Chaim’s original building. 
 

The Greenwood Cemetery Memorial to the Six Million has been listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. The money that was raised to build the 
memorial came primarily from the survivor community of Atlanta. 

 

Our own Rabbi Dorsch, president of the Atlanta Rabbinical Association, will be one of the speakers at this year's Yom HaShoah 
ceremony. Etz Chaim's Men's Club will also be in attendance. 
 

For those members of Etz Chaim who wish to attend but would prefer not to drive to Greenwood Cemetery, a bus has been rented 
for this occasion. Seating is limited. 
 

To reserve a seat on the bus, please RSVP at www.etzchaim.net/event/greenwood. 

 

https://www.etzchaim.net/event/shalshul23-24
mailto:laulav6@gmail.com;%20malka217@gmail.com
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/greenwood
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Myra Goldberg, chair person for the Sisterhood Book Club, 
with author Susan Berman and her mother. They spoke with 
us about their memoir, Challenging Faith. 

Etz Chaim’s Team Frohlich and Team Chartash met up 
for a photo at this year’s Hunger Walk/Run in front of 
the JFGA tent. 

https://www.etzchaim.net/event/installsis
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Publication’s Title & Number: Voice of Chaim Volume 48 Issue 4   Issue Date:  April 2024  Frequency: Monthly 
 

Authorized Organization’s Name and Address:  
Congregation Etz Chaim Indian Hills Pkwy. Marietta, GA  30068 

https://www.etzchaim.net/socialmedia
mailto:bernice@etzchaim.net
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/agewell
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https://www.etzchaim.net/event/casinonight2024
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Purchasing Ads 

Step 1: Choose an Ad/Greeting Size 

Step 2: Complete the contract with all advertiser and payment information 

Step 3: Indicate on contract whether the ad/greeting is text-only or a digital file 

Step 4: Mail contract and check payable to Congregation Etz Chaim to 2024 Journal & Directory, 

c/o Bernice Isaac, 1190 Indian Hills Parkway, Marietta, GA 30068 
    

SUBMIT YOUR AD OR GREETING ONLINE AT: www.etzchaim.net/event/casinonight2024 

Submissions can also be sent as directed below: 

Sponsorships Cover level sponsors includes ad in Journal and will have their business advertised on a table at Casino Night. 

Diamond level sponsors includes ad in Journal and will have their business or family name shown on our 

Event Sponsors board at Casino Night. 

Text Only: Can be submitted by LEGIBLY printing the text in the Text-Only Copy box on this contract, or 

by attaching the text to the contract, or by emailing the text to bernice@etzchaim.net. 

Camera-Ready 

Digital Files: 

Please submit camera-ready art (using dimensions below). Minimum resolution is 300dpi for 

high quality output. The following standard electronic formats are acceptable: .png or .jpg. 

Please email digital files to bernice@etzchaim.net or mail camera-ready material on a CD 

(include a printed copy to ensure accuracy) to: 2024 Journal & Directory, Congregation Etz 

Chaim, c/o Bernice Isaac, 1190 Indian Hills Pkwy., Marietta, Georgia 30068 
Graphic Design 

Assistance: 

Graphic Design of your business ad is available at an additional cost of $25. Please 

send all supporting files such as your text, fonts, images and/or clip art as separate 

attachments. Please submit text and layout in a Word or Publisher document and email to 

bernice@etzchaim.net. If font(s) is not supplied, one will be substituted. Email digital file(s) to:  

bernice@etzchaim.net, or upload at www.etzchaim.net/form/casinonight2024 or mail a CD 

to 2024 Journal & Directory, Congregation Etz Chaim c/o Bernice Isaac, 1190 Indian Hills 

Pkwy., Marietta, GA 30068. 

Journal Contact: Marty Gilbert, 770.973.0137 or mgilbert@etzchaim.net 

http://www.etzchaim.net/event/casinonight2024
mailto:bernice@etzchaim.net
mailto:bernice@etzchaim.net
mailto:bernice@etzchaim.net
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/casinonight2024


 

27 

The Voice of Chaim April 2024 

https://etzchaimlibrary.follettdestiny.com/
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JOAN H. RABIN  
MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT 

 
 

Contributions processed from February 1—29, 2024 

CYNTHIA R. FREEMAN  
MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT 
 

 
 

In memory of: 
 

Carol Carola, beloved wife of Thomas 
Carola, mother of Alex Carola and Hannah 
Dombrowski, and grandmother of Landon 
and Jaxon Dombrowski 
 

Cynthia Freeman, beloved wife, wonderful 
mother, and great friend 
Joseph and Lori Freeman 
 
 
  
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Kent Schiner 
Dan Rabin and Family 
 

In memory of: 
 

Miri Moyal, beloved mother of Gilad Moyal 
Ellen and Billy Balser 

In memory of: 
 

Carol Carola. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with you. Sending our deepest condolences.  
Nori and David Levine 

Joshua and Lauren Edelstein 
 

In appreciation of: 
 

Rabbi Dorsch 
Joanne and John Reicher 
 

In honor of: 
 

Zachary's Bar Mitzvah 
The Pila Family 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

my brother Ira's 26th yahrzeit 
Alan A. Berman 
 

my husband, Jerry Fisher, on his yahrzeit 
Joan Fisher 
 

Harold Zinsenheim, father and grandfather 
Shari Landon 
 

In memory of: 
 

Carol Carola  
Faye and Gary Glancz and  
Alison and Kyle Keppler 
 

Bob Hiller, father of Elyse Shaw 
Janet and Larry Jassen 
 

Bob Hiller, Elyse Shaw's dear father, who 
was an amazing and smart man! 
Malka and Barry Riesenberg 
 

Leon Kroungold 
Rickey and Amy Mittelberg 
 

Eli Silberman 
Sydelle Silberman 
 

Wishing a speedy recovery to: 
 

Marty Gilbert 
Margie Sonshein 

Sherry Adams  

In appreciation of: 
 

Sharon and Marc Seltman. Thank you for 
your wonderful hospitality! We appreciated 
and loved it all 
Jo and Mikey Kooden 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Barbara Rabhan, a Woman of Valor 
Bernice Mellman 
 

Naat Greenstein, my beloved husband, and 
my beloved sister, Lorraine Allen 
Sally Greenstein 
 

In memory of: 
 

Louise "Fuz" Spector, mother of Barbara 
Siegelman. May her memory be a blessing. 
Jayne and Andy Becker 
 

Eli Reich, my father, on his yahrzeit 
Joanne Reicher 
 

Wishing a speedy recovery to: 
 

Marty Gilbert. We are thinking of you. 
Jackie and Steve Pierce 

In memory of: 
 

my mother, Ruth Brownfield Needle on her 
yahrzeit 
Hank and Karen Needle  

In loving memory of: 
 

Pia (Paulene) Crystal, grandmother, and 
great grandmother, remembered with love. 
 

 

Freda Rothstein, mother and grandmother. 
With all our love, 
Susan, Craig and Paige Adair, and Cami 
Adair Maddox 

In loving memory of: 
 

my dad, Jerry, on his yahrzeit 
Randall and Adrienne Figur 

Sherry Adams 
 

In celebration of: 
 

Marsha Bernstein's 75th birthday 
Bonnie and Ira Sender 
 

In honor of: 
 

Leora and Herb Wollner on their 50th 
wedding anniversary 
Berna and Noah Levine 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

my father, Leon Epstein 
Ellen Feldser 
 

my sister, Chana Sackler Siegal, on her 
yahrzeit 
Renee Berman 
 

In memory of: 
 

my father, Richard Fagin, on his yahrzeit 
David and Toby Fagin 
 

Carol Carola 
Helaine and Andy Lasky 
 

Carol Carola 
Jeffrey and Melissa Goodman 
 

Seymour and Joanne Ziskend on their 
yahrzeits. Your memories are a blessing. 
Joe and Pam Ziskend 
 

Bob Hiller 
Lisa and Sam Olens 
 

Jack Weinstein 
Mindy and Jim Intner 
 

David Greenspon 
Miriam and Robert Rosenbaum 
 

my beloved parents, Rose and Charles Wexler 
Rochelle Spandorfer 
 

Carol Carola. Condolences on your loss. 
Sharon Kavanagh 
 

David Greenspon. My deepest 
condolences. 
Sherry Adams 
 

BOB GOLDMAN SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

PHILLIP MICHAEL SILVERMAN  
MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT 

RABBI DORSCH DISCRETIONARY FUND 

RABBI ADLER DISCRETIONARY FUND 

BACKPACK BUDDIES FUND 

BUILDING ENHANCEMENT FUND 

FIGUR FAMILY OUTDOOR CLASSROOM 

GENERAL FUND 
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Wishing a speedy recovery to: 
 

Marty Gilbert 
Berna and Noah Levine 
 

Marty Gilbert 
Sharon Kavanagh 

In honor of: 
 

the spiritual journey of Elizabeth Nackson 
Susan and Jeff Horen 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Carol Carola 
Esther Low 

In loving memory of: 
 

Bob Hiller, father and grandfather. We are 
sorry to hear of your loss. May his memory 
be a for a blessing, now and always. Love, 
Arlene and Glenn La Vine 
 

Lester Ebel, father of Lynn Sustak. You are 
always missed! 
Lynn Sustak 
 

In memory of: 
 

Carol (Meyer) Carola 
Elyse and Allan Friedman 
 

Carol Carola. My condolences to the Carola 
family on the loss of Tom's wife, loving 
mother to Hannah and Alex, and amazing 
grandmother. 
Mitch and Arlene Manning  

In loving memory of: 
 

George Kivowitz. A best friend a person 
could have for 63 years. 
Markam and Sherry Hersh 
 

In memory of: 
 

Barbara Siegelman's mother, Louise "Fuz" 
Spector 
 

Phillip Greenspon's brother, David 
Greenspon 
 

Carol Carola 
 

Barbara Rabhan, mother of Abby Vines and 
Mindy Kandel 
Ron and Wendy Feinberg  

Sandy and Richard Smith 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

my father Jerome Angster 
Neda Gayle 
 

In memory of: 
 

your sweet mother, Mary Stewart Lindsey 
and to honor our mutual love of books. 
Arvin and Myra Goldberg 
 

Bob Hiller, loving father of Elyse Shaw 
Ellen and Billy Balser 
 

Hiram Kenneth Chapman, a man who would 
be thrilled to read the entire library 
Kenneth Samuel Presley 
 

Louise "Fuz" Spector, mother of Barbara 
Siegelman 
Linda and Michael Weinroth 

In loving memory of: 
 

my mother, Sarah Jacobsohn, on her yahrzeit 
Karen, Ron, Lori, and Gavin Feibel 
 

our brother, David Greenspon 
Phillip Greenspon 
 

In memory of: 
 

David Greenspon 
Linda and Michael Weinroth 

In honor of: 
 

Joe Ziskend for his extraordinary kindness, 
thoughtfulness, and generosity. 
Grace and Ken Graiser 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Walt Shultz, a loving husband, and father 
who is missed more each year 
Esther, Rob, and Pam Shultz 
 

Carol Carola. May Tom, Alex, and Hannah 
be comforted with their memories of her. 
Grace and Ken Graiser 
 

In memory of: 
 

Albert Kalen 
David and Eleanor Hochberg 
 

Bob Hiller, Elyse Shaw's father 
Joyce and Barry Teitelman 
 

Wishing a speedy recovery to: 
 

Marty Gilbert 
Grace and Ken Graiser 

In memory of: 
 

Susan Neufeld Raiken. Susan was a sweet 
and wonderful person. So sorry about her 
passing. Love, 
Debbie and Bruce Nelson 

Mike Spector 
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Contributions processed from February 1—29, 2024 

PRESCHOOL FUND 

KITCHEN FUND 

LINDA H. WEINROTH EDUCATION FUND 

MORRIS FRANK SACRED TEXT FUND 

PHILLIP'S LIBRARY FUND 

ROBERT KLEIN MEMORIAL CHESED FUND 

YOUTH FUND 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

Did you know… 
 

You can make your donations online.   
For step-by-step entry, go to: 

 

https://www.etzchaim.net/payment.php 
 

For assistance, call Karen at the  
synagogue office at 770-973-0137. 

https://www.etzchaim.net/payment.php
https://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
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Roots—Etz Chaim’s Small Group Initiative: 

Have you heard about Roots, Etz 
Chaim’s new interest-based small 
groups initiative? Below are current 
Roots groups. Do you have an interest-
based group in mind for Etz Chaim? Let’s 
make it happen! Once we have a 
volunteer leader and five committed 
members, a group can be formed. You    
decide when and where. Have questions 

or want to form a new Roots group? Please let us know in the 
synagogue office. 
 

Artists Collective 
Are you an artist? An art roots group is forming at Etz Chaim! 
This is an opportunity for all artists to meet, explore Jewish art 
connections, discuss art topics, support each other in our 
projects, and contribute to our community. All mediums 
welcome. Whether it is a hobby or profession, please come to 
share your art interests and skills as we create this exciting 
new group! Meetings are usually held on Wednesday evenings at 
8:00 p.m. on Zoom. For more information and to be part of this 
group, please contact Rob Foster at fosterrob@comcast.net. 
 

Wednesday Golf Roots Group 
Do you have a flexible weekday work schedule? Retired?  
Looking for some camaraderie?  Our Roots golf group typically 
meets on Wednesdays throughout the calendar year. Our 
outings are at the Fox Creek Golf Course in Smyrna in the 
afternoon typically between 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. To join our list, 
email Alan Silverman at ajsilverman@comcast.net.  
  

Schmooze on Zoom  
Join us for an informal schmooze/chat on Zoom every Tuesday 
at 3:00 p.m. Our only request is to avoid the topic of politics. All 
are welcome.  Facilitated by Esther Shultz. To be added to the     
email reminder list, please contact Esther at:  

savtaesther5@gmail.com. See you on Zoom.  
Meeting ID: 815 1837 7077  

 

Woodworkers of Etz Chaim 
If you enjoy woodworking of all types and are interested in 
participating in this interest group, please contact Hank Needle 
at hlneedle@gmail.com or text 678-520-8635.  Look forward to 
hearing from interested parties. Contact Hank for location. 
 

Movie Group

 
 

Birthday Club Each month, members of the Etz Chaim 
community come together for lunch and a birthday 
celebration. For more information and to get on the email list, 
Laurie Lavinsky  or Malka Riesenberg. 
 

Walking/Running Group Seeking a new leader for this group. 
 

Canasta/Mah Jongg Group Join our group which meets on 
Mondays from 10 a.m. to Noon in the Hammer—Tritt Social 
Hall. Sponsored by AgeWell. For more information, contact the 
synagogue office. 
 

Art for a Mitzvah 
Do you have a creative side? Art for a Mitzvah is a group that 
comes together quarterly to make a different unique craft for 
yourself or purchased by a congregant. The proceeds from the 
sale of these handcrafted items are divided between a worthy 
non-profit organization and the other half is used to purchase 
supplies for the next project. For more information and to 
hear about upcoming programs contact Lynne Johannesen. 
 

 

The Voice of Chaim April 2024 

mailto:fosterrob@comcast.net?subject=Artists%20Collective%20Roots%20Group
mailto:ajsilverman@comcast.net?subject=Golf%20Roots%20Group
mailto:savtaesther5@gmail.com?subject=Schmooze%20on%20Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81518377077?pwd=bFNPNWNYZjYrcWNOd3czdit2cDRpQT09
mailto:hlneedle@gmail.com?subject=Woodworking%20Roots%20Group
mailto:laulav6@gmail.com?subject=Birthday%20Club
mailto:malka217@gmail.com?subject=Birthday%20Club
mailto:lynne.purplej@gmail.com?subject=Art%20for%20a%20Mitzvah%20Roots%20Group
https://www.etzchaim.net/form/chavurot
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mailto:spricelight32@gmail.com?subject=Social%20Action
https://www.etzchaim.net/social-action
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https://www.wlcj.org/
https://www.etzchaim.net/form/jnftrees
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Purim at etz chaim 2024  

Thank you to Clifford Martin 
and Jamie Lyons for the 
photos from the Carnival. 

Thank you to Men’s Club for 
cooking for the Carnival. 
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Pesach is around the corner! Consider Kroger for all of your shopping needs. 

https://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
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mailto:giftshop@etzchaim.net
https://www.mr-steam.com/
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https://www.superiorpro.com/
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https://www.caferivkah.com/
https://www.houseaholic.com/
https://www.body20.com/east-cobb
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mailto:karenneedle1@gmail.com
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Etz Chaim Staff, Executive Committee and Board of Trustees 

 

 
Daniel I. Dorsch 
Rabbi 
 

Shalom J. Lewis 
Rabbi Emeritus 
 

Rabbi Jonathon Adler 
Rabbinic Fellow 
 

Martin Gilbert 
Executive Director 
 

Aram Blankenship 
Facilities Manager 

 

Debbie Deutsch 

Director of Education 
 

Lauren Chernau 
Asst. Preschool Director 
 

Betsy Fitzwater 
Office Manager 
 

Christine Bezdek 
Bookkeeper 
 

Bernice Isaac 
Communications Administrator 
Newsletter Production 
 

Karen Chauvin 
Administrative Assistant 
 

Tiana Plendl 
Dept. of Ed. Administrator 
 

Allison Barchichat 
Dept. of Ed. Financial Administrator 
 

Officers 
Elliot Okrent 
President 
 

Lisa Olens 
Executive VP 
 

Barry Gang 
Chief Financial Officer 
 

Evan Eisenstadt 
VP of Fundraising 
 

 

 
Rabba Amanda Flaks 
Josh Vexler 
Co-VPs of Religion 
 

Jennifer Pila 
VP of Education 
 

Lisa Dubovy 
VP of Communications and Secretary 
 

Rachel Wilson 
VP of Membership Services 
 

Audrey Fried-Sheets 
VP of Engagement 
 

Jamie Platt Lyons 
Immediate Past President  
and Parliamentarian 
 

Trustees 
Bryan Coleman 
David Eppsteiner 
Doug Gross 
Keith Kirshner 
Betsy Lessans 
Josh Levetan 
Janice Levine 
Jenifer Lieberbaum 
Sharon Lightstone 
Helaine Mark 
Clifford Martin 
Norman Miller 
Stephanie Moyal 
Amir Oren 
David Rothbard 
Melissa Sklar 
Gillat Sternberg 
Rebecca Streetman 
Gail Vanovitch 
Linda Weinroth 
 

Past Presidents 
Jamie Platt Lyons 
Linda J. Pollock 
Allison Y. Saffran 
Todd H. Surden 
 

 
Cheryl Cohen-Miller 
Scott Rittenberg 
Stephen Friedman 
Irwin Berman 
Bob Bachrach 
Judy Fineman 
Norman Radow 
Debbie Milstein 
Sue Rothstein 
David Witt 
Ken Schlenker 
George Pristach 
Richard Smith 
Allen Shulman 
Noah Levine 
Barry Forrest z”l 
David Tinkelman 
Ellis Abrams 
Stephen King 
 

Organizations 
Neda Gayle 
Helaine Mark 
Sisterhood  
Co-Presidents 
 

Bryan Coleman 
Men’s Club President 
 

Debbie Berman 
Irwin Berman 
Esther Harrison 
Charlie Harrison 
The Prime Timers 
Co-Chairs 
 

Rebecca Streetman 
Young Adults Group President 
 

Nate Aronstein 
USY President 
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