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Daniel Dorsch 
Rabbi 

I remember my college days teaching religious 
school at a reform congregation in New 
York.  A child came to school and presented 
their family’s “traditional” Passover dish. 
 

The dish was not kosher for Passover. 
Concerned, and somewhat offended, I went and spoke to the 
Rabbi. How could she pass this dish off as being “traditional?” 
 

With a smile, and a degree of patience, the Rabbi explained that 
years earlier she knew of an older, classical reform German Jewish 
family.  Their break the fast meal on Yom Kippur included eating 
pork. The family had been eating this same meal for over a 
hundred years.  She challenged me.  Did a hundred years of eating 
the same meal make their food any “less traditional?” 
 

It was in that moment that I discovered an inherent problem with 
the word “traditional”: namely, how a person understands 
“traditional” is usually subjective and based on a person’s life 
narrative, experiences, and inherited beliefs. 
 

I’ve also seen in our time how the word “traditional” can get 
applied in very judgmental ways. Let’s juxtapose, for example: 1. a 
person who attends synagogue regularly but defames people 
publicly against 2. A non-shul goer who is a mensch. Both shul 
attendance and not gossiping are important to our tradition. But 
how many of us would nonetheless be inclined to define the 
Shulgoer as “traditional” despite his or her noxious behavior? 
 

Try another: An interfaith Jewish family that keeps a kosher home 
and celebrates Shabbat every week. Is this family less “traditional” 
than a family with two Jewish parents who chooses to not keep 
kosher or celebrate Shabbat at all? 
 

You see my problem.  We think there’s a litmus test for the word 
“tradition,” or like Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes famously 
declared, “we know it when we sees it.” (For the record, yes, I know 
that Holmes was not writing about tradition.) But as Gershwin 
wrote, when it comes to tradition, “it ain’t necessarily so.” 
 

That’s why this year, I am going instead to begin to use a different 
word: “authentic”. 
 

As your Rabbi, I feel deeply blessed and proud every day to have 
the opportunity to work with all kinds of people who seek out a 
connection to Judaism that feels real and authentic. 
 

Our synagogue has a vision for what an authentic Judaism looks 
and feels like: a deep commitment to Torah study, fostering a 
connection to God through prayer, deep engagement with the 
State of Israel and Hebrew language, and strong, moral character 
development. But often, my work involves a lot of meeting people 
not based on where they came from, but what they have the 
potential to grow to become--and helping them to develop a 
personal relationship with God.       
 

We all love the song from Fiddler.  But it may be time at long last 
to bury “Tradition” alongside Anatevka. Instead of tradition, let’s 
talk about building an authentic Judaism that speaks to what 
makes us proud to be Jewish without being judgmental of others. 

Letter from an Israeli Family Visiting our Community: 
 

17 January 2023 
 

Dear Rabbi Dorsch and the Congregants of Etz Chaim Synagogue, 
 

On behalf of my daughter Rachella, and my grandchildren 
Adam and Ella, I would like to express our deep appreciation 
for the warm welcome we received at Congregation Etz Chaim 
during the months of November and December 2023. 
 

We live in Northern Israel and received an invitation to take a 
respite from the War from our cousin Phil Greenspon. He 
thought a visit to Atlanta would give us a break from the 
tensions in Israel and assured us that the congregants of Etz 
Chaim would be friendly. I knew that Phil and his family would 
be attentive towards us, but we never imagined how loving and 
supportive the Etz Chaim community would be! 
 

From the moment I notified Phil that we were coming to 
Atlanta, the Etz Chaim community rallied to provide us with all 
of our emotional and material needs, including cribs, diapers, 
toys and clothing for the babies. The Educational Director 
Debbie Deutsch accepted Adam into nursery school and all the 
staff did their utmost to aid in his acclimation. What could have 
been a traumatic situation for a little boy became a loving, 
educational and pleasurable experience. 
 

The Congregants of Etz Chaim and the nursery school parents 
welcomed us warmly. Many people greeted us at Shabbat 
morning kiddush, invited us to their homes, and bestowed upon 
us Chanukkah gifts (many of which we are passing on to other 
Israeli children displaced from their homes.) Even though you 
had never met us before, you accepted us with love, as family. 
 

We have returned to an Israel at war. Every day, names of 
fallen soldiers and slain hostages are announced. They were 
young people, full of promise, hopes and dreams that will 
never be fulfilled. The trees in my small community of Kfar 
Vradim are covered with yellow ribbons, hoping for the return 
of 23-year-old Romi Gonen. Romi, a beautiful blond, curly-
headed girl, grew up in our town and is an exceptional ballet 
and modern dancer. She was abducted by Hamas savage 
terrorists from the Nova Music Festival on October 7, and for 
some reason was not returned in the earlier hostage exchange 
of women. Every citizen in Israel is affected by the war. 
 

This war has shown us that the fate of Jews world-wide are 
intertwined. Whether it is in facing anti-Semitism in schools and 
on campuses, or missiles, terrorists and kidnappings, it is clear 
that we Jews have many enemies. But we also possess the 
ability to rally around one other. This time, my family was the 
beneficiary of boundless love, concern and support from the Etz 
Chaim Congregants. And for this, we are eternally grateful. 
 

My family is not accustomed to being on the “receiving side.” 
Both my daughter and I are social workers and used to 
providing assistance. We hope and pray that peace will once 
again reign in Israel, and that we will be able to welcome you in 
our homes in Israel. 
 

In the meantime, may you and the Congregants and Staff of Etz 
Chaim be blessed with good health, sustenance, and love. May 
all your warmth and generosity merit you the fulfillment of all 
your dreams and wishes. And may you all be privileged to 
remain on the “giving” side of assistance. 
 

Much love, 
 

Andrea Matlaw, Rachella, Adam and Ella, and our families   
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Elliot Okrent 
President 

"If I were not a physicist, I would probably be a musician. I often think in music. I live my daydreams in music. I see my 
life in terms of music." – Albert Einstein 
 

Hi everyone. I'm Elliot Okrent, and I love music. 
 

I know, I know. You love music too. And you might love it as much or even more than I do. Because music is a 
universal language – it can soothe the soul and unite us. It has the power to connect people on a profound and emotional level. It can 
even influence our mood and reduce stress and anxiety. Regardless of the genre, whether you play an instrument, sing, or just listen, 
music is a connector – to our emotions, culture, and each other.  
 

Music has always been a big part of my life. I began playing the piano when I was six years old, which led to some basic songwriting in 
high school (I was a teenager – it wasn't that great!) and some wonderful friends I could jam with on my keyboard. I also played the 
tuba for a while, as well as the flute and baritone horn at some point. I even thought about a career in music but decided to join 
corporate America instead – I couldn't resist the relative stability. That's ok – because music still shaped who I am today, and listening 
to it is enough to bring me a deep sense of peace and joy. The right song at the right time can create a sense of euphoria not found 
anywhere else. As a matter of fact, I have my headphones on right now, listening to some melodic and progressive house music 
(Electronic Dance Music, or EDM for those not familiar), as this type of music helps me focus. 
 

I see parallels between music and the operation of a thriving synagogue. Think of it like a symphony. Our different organizations, like 
our Affinity Groups, Education Department, Men's Club and Sisterhood, are the instrument sections, each playing its part in harmony and 
synchronization. Our Executive Committee are the conductors. We set the vision and ensure all parts are working together to achieve 
that vision. With the support of our Board of Trustees, our volunteers, our wonderful Rabbis, and our incredible staff, we work to 
contribute meaningfully to our community's spiritual growth, harmony, and well-being. 
 

As I step into this role, I am humbled by the trust you have placed in me. I’m honored to follow in the footsteps of prior leaders and 
serve alongside the dedicated individuals who make this a warm and vibrant community. Our synagogue is not just a place of 
worship; it is a second home where bonds are formed, traditions are upheld, and support is unwavering. Over the last 12 years, I have 
experienced the strength of this community firsthand, and I am committed to continuing our tradition of fostering an environment 
where everyone feels valued, heard, and connected. 
 

I am excited about the possibilities that lie ahead. My door will always be open, and my ear will always be tuned to the diverse voices 
of our members. Your input, concerns, and ideas are invaluable, and I encourage each of you to actively participate in our shared 
journey. Our synagogue reflects our members' collective strength and spirit, and together, we can achieve more. 
 

In the words of the famed group ABBA, "Thank you for the music, the songs I'm singing, thanks for all the joy they're bringing. Who 
can live without it? I ask, in all honesty, what would life be? Without a song or a dance, what are we?" 
 

We are a thriving congregation creating meaningful Jewish experiences for the community. Our song has been sung for almost 50 
years, and every two years, with a new President comes a new verse. I look forward to writing the next one together.  

 

https://www.etzchaim.net/social-action
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Debbie Deutsch 
Director of Education 

Department of Education 

We have had a fun, fabulous, and engaging year so far in Kitah Dalet. We’re working 
hard on our prayer and Hebrew knowledge as we prepare the children to transition 
into more advanced topics. This year in Etgar we are learning how we as individuals 
fit into the larger Jewish community as a whole. We started off learning about our 
family and community history and the importance of our Hebrew names. During 

Hebrew lessons, we have been working on reading and chanting the Barchu, Shema, Mi Chamocha and 
Chatzi Kaddish. We are looking forward to being a part of tefillah with 5th, 6th and 7th graders, this spring. 
 

During the holidays, we had a lot of fun learning through various activities. For Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur, we made many different types of art to celebrate the new year and reflect inwardly on 
ourselves. During Sukkot, we made very creative mobile sukkot out of Legos. Most recently, for 
Chanukah, we got to participate in all the fun activities happening around the school and discussed 
why we light the candles like Hillel and not Shammai. At the end of all of that we wrapped up our 
holiday lesson with a fun Chanukah shpiel that the kids loved. This then inspired our last lesson 
before winter break, where we put on a Sedra Scene! The children had so much fun learning about 
the story of Joseph, the Torah portion at the time. I’m glad my love of theater has rubbed off on the 
class because many were requesting a screening of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. 
Overall, we have had a lot of fun learning collaboratively and I am so excited for what the rest of the 
school year will bring! 

 
 
 
 

As the year progresses, it is so exciting to walk through our halls and hear the 
joyful sounds of children learning. This month I am highlighting our two-year-old 
class, The Ladybugs. Our teachers, Bethany Levee and Roxanne Measroch, work 
very hard to provide a positive and meaningful environment for all the children. 
Their approach changes quite often, as these children are growing and developing 

so quickly throughout the year. Like Miss Measroch says, “It is so exciting to watch the children go 
from babies to little people.” Our two-year-olds start the year quite dependent on their teachers for 
their every need. And as the year progresses, their teachers encourage and guide the children to 
become independent in so many ways. You can now see the children unpacking their own 
backpacks, hanging up their own coats, washing their own hands and, yes, moving from diapers to 
toileting on their own. More than just completing tasks independently, we begin to see the children 
expressing their own likes and dislikes, wants and needs and even pushing back on suggestions. Mrs. 
Levee says, “I love to watch their personalities develop and to observe as they navigate the many 
social situations that arise.” It is so fascinating to watch these children begin to play, not just near 
each other, but together. They plan, build, and execute the play with one another. Each year we 
continue to be in awe with this group and their growth both physically and developmentally. And 
this year is no exception! Sometimes it is even difficult to look back and try to remember them as 
the babies they were when they began. Keep growing, Little Ladybugs! 

  
  
  

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

PRESCHOOL 
 

Friday, 2/2 
     Tot Shabbat 
Saturday, 2/3 
 Team Shabbat   
Saturday, 2/10 
 Team Shabbat   
Monday - Wednesday,  
 2/19  thru 2/21,  
     School Closed  
 (Teacher Workdays) 
Saturday, 2/24 
 Kids Night Out  
 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  
 

Saturday, 2/3  
 Team Shabbat 
Sunday, 2/5 
 5th Grade Family  
 Workshop 
Friday, 2/9  
 4th Grade Shabbat  
 Dinner 
Saturday, 2/10  
 Team Shabbat 
Sunday, 2/11 
 Pre-K Class in Session 
 6th Gr. Mitzvah Projects 

& Shabbat Service 
 World Wide Wrap 
Sunday 2/18  
 School Closed 
Tuesday 2/20 
 School Closed 

 Lauren Chernau 
Assistant Director Etz Chaim Preschool 

 

 

Kitah Dalet in Action 
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https://www.etzchaim.net/preschool
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Mazal Tov to… 
Cheryl and David Miller on the engagement  
of their daughter Jessie Miller to Zach Medina  
 

Our Condolences to… 
Hannah Dombrowski on the passing of her 
beloved mother, Carol Carola and to Thomas 
Carola on the passing of his beloved wife and 
mother of Alex Carola 
 

Ronnie Dinin on the passing of her beloved 
brother Irvan “Van” Pearlberg 
 

Brian Misnuner on the passing of his beloved 
father Zelik Misnuner 
 

 

Sheri Berke on the passing of her beloved 
mother Toby Nastir 
Mindy Kandel and Abby Vines on the passing 
of their beloved mother Barbara Chardkoff 
Rabhan 
 

Thank You to our Office Volunteers… 
Linda Weinroth 
 

We would like to thank… 
Michael Karp for picking up items for the 
JF&CS Food Pantry 

 

New Emails… 
Amanda Flaks 
rabbiamandaflaks@gmail.com 

 
 

Have news you’d like to share with our community? Please contact Bernice in the shul office at bernice@etzchaim.net. 

mailto:rabbiamandaflaks@gmail.com
https://mealtrain.com/0e5qqv
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https://www.etzchaim.net/event/m&strivia
mailto:etzmm1@gmail.com
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Upcoming B’nai Mitzvah 
 

The Voice features information 
on upcoming B’nai Mitzvah. 
 

If your child has a Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
in the coming months, we would 
like to feature your child’s: 
 

 Biographical information 
School information 
Photo 
D’Var Torah Quote 
Mitzvah project 

 

To have your child’s simcha 
included in the Voice,  please email 
the Bio form which is  included in 
the B’nai Mitzvah Handbook from 
the Religious School along with a 
high-resolution photo to Bernice in 
the Synagogue office  at:  
bernice@etzchaim.net 
 

All materials must be received no 
later than the 1st of the month 
prior to the simcha. We will 
gladly accept material earlier. 

A hearty Mazal Tov to this STUDENT Celebrating his bar Mitzvah!  

    

Did you know… 
 

You can make your donations online.  For step-by-step entry, go to: 
 

https://www.etzchaim.net/payment.php 
 

For assistance, call Karen at the synagogue  
office at 770-973-0137 

Max Lubell will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on February 17, 2024 

– 8 Adar I 5784. He is the son of Leslie Lubell and David Lubell. Max’s Bar 

Mitzvah Parasha is Terumah. He is a 7th Grader at The Epstein School and was 

a student in Etz Chaim’s Religious School for five years prior to attending The 

Epstein School. Max’s hobbies and interests include playing hockey and 

baseball, listening to and mixing music, and exploring the outdoors. 

Max’s D’var Torah Quote is “In Terumah, God tells the Israelites that the construction of the 

mishkan must be a group effort in the sense that they all have to contribute their resources. This 

is like today, we as Jews must work together to keep Israel and all Jewish people protected.” For 

his mitzvah project, Max is raising money for the Michael Levin Lone Soldier Foundation in 

memory of Rose Lubin. 

 

mailto:bernice@etzchaim.net
mailto:shabbathonorsetzchaim@gmail.com
mailto:shabbathonorsetzchaim@gmail.com
https://www.etzchaim.net/calendar
https://www.etzchaim.net/payment.php
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Men’s Club Notes  

Men’s Club is a vital part of 
our congregation. Our ongoing 
programs include: 
 

Supporting daily minyan 
 

Sponsoring picnics 
 

World Wide Wrap 
 

Providing scholarships 
 

Men’s Club Shabbat 
 

Anshei Darom Retreat 
 

Synagogue Softball League 
 

Usher for High Holidays 
 

Support Holocaust Garden 
 

Our goal is to provide our 
members with opportunities 
to meet one another and 
make new lasting friendships,  
support our community and 
have fun during the process. 
 

JOIN MEN’S CLUB and make a 
difference in our Etz Chaim 
community. 
 

Get on our email list at:  
mensclub@etzchaim.net 
 
 
 

Greetings and Salutations, Etz Chaim Congregants! 
 

Men’s Club kicked things off in January with our Annual Best Breakfast in Town, and over 80 people 
showed up. Judy Marx from the Atlanta Jewish Film Festival presented previews of several of the 
movies to a delighted crowd. Special thanks to Bart Agrow for coordinating the event and Stefan 
Pollack for managing the kitchen. 
 

Men’s Club is working with the Religious School in preparation for the World Wide Wrap on Sunday, 
February 11, where we instruct students on how to wrap Tefillin and its significance. 
 

On February 18, we will be joining Sisterhood for Trivia Night at Padriac’s in Smyrna. This event was 
a big hit last year and sold out, so please register early as seating is limited. See ad on page 8. 
 

Please mark your calendars for the Men’s Club Retreat at Camp Ramah on March 1-3. We offer a 
$100 scholarship for first timers. Rabbi Dorsch will be one of the host Rabbis for the event this year. 
For more information, see our ad on page 25. 
 

The L’Etz Go Braves outing had to be moved from April 21, as that game is no longer a day game. 
Major League Baseball flexed it to a night game so we had to choose another date. Please mark 
your calendars for May 19 as the new date and look for an announcement soon about tickets. 
 

We will also be doing Super Bowl squares again this year. Look for more information on these events 
and others in the weekly EtzBlast. 
 

Lastly, we welcome you to get involved with Men’s Club! Volunteer to cook or prep. Attend any of 
our Men’s Club-sponsored events. Have a great idea about an event? Please share with us your 
thoughts. We are actively looking for more members to come socialize with us. If you have any 
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Bryan Coleman (rog-bry@mindspring.com) or Mathew 
Nathan (mattynathan@gmail.com)  

President: Bryan Coleman    Come Out and Enjoy Your Men’s Club!       
VP: Mathew Nathan                 mensclub@etzchaim.net 

mailto:mensclub@etzchaim.net
mailto:rog-bry@mindspring.com
mailto:mattynathan@gmail.com
mailto:mensclub@etzchaim.net
https://www.tinyurl.com/JewishSquares2024
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Minyan Makers 
The Sisterhood sponsorship for 
Etz Chaim’s daily minyan is on 
Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. 
Come join us for the morning 
service and then stay afterward 
to nosh and kibbitz. 
 

Interest Groups 
We’re also looking to start 
interest groups for activities 
to follow our nosh such as 
mah jongg, knitting, and a 
walking group. Feel free to let 
us know if you have any other 
ideas and to participate. 
 

Centerpiece Rental 
Consider using our beautiful 
new topiary centerpieces for 
your Friday night dinner, 
Kiddush luncheon or Saturday 
evening affair. Contact the Gift 
Shop for more information.  
 

JNF Trees for Israel 
Honor someone special by 
purchasing a tree in the Etz 
Chaim Sisterhood grove. For 
more information, contact 
Sandy Bailey at 770-490-7874 
or the Gift Shop. 
 

For more information about 
Sisterhood, please contact:  

Neda Gayle, 615-477-3152,  
nedagayle@att.net or  
Helaine Mark at 404-353-4589, 
laineybeth@comcast.net. 
 

Check us out on Facebook or 
on our website at  
www.etzchaim.net/sisterhood 

The Sisterhood Scoop 

ATTENTION ETZ CHAIM 
MEMBERS: 

 

If you are planning to be 
away for an extended 
amount of time, please 
inform the office. 

Judaica and Gifts  
Shop Hours 

 

Sundays:  
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Mondays: 
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays: 
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
or by appointment, 
contact Lauren Gray 

Surround Yourself with Women that will Lift You Higher 
 

As we move further into the new year of 2024  
with heartfelt resolutions to do better, be better.  

We are reminded that words can only do so much.  
Do not be wise in words – be wise in deeds. 

Wishing you wisdom and joy. May we always have both.  
 

Sunday, February 11, at 10:00 a.m. at the Bayit. Patrice Levy will host the Book Club to share 
thoughts and inspiration on The Italian Ballerina by Kristy Cambron. Based on true accounts and 
exploring the choices we must make to find faith and forgiveness. See our ad on page 12. 
 

Sunday, February 18, at 7:00 p.m. for the Sisterhood and Men’s Club Trivia Night! Always a crowd 
pleaser! Prizes, food and friends! What a way to start the year. See our ad on page 8. 
 

Sunday, March 3, at 7:00 p.m. is a very special Membership Appreciation Event as we support and 
honor our Women of the IDF. See our ad on page 26. 
 

It’s that wonderful time of year again! Fun, joy and gift giving of Mishloach Manot! We are getting 
ready for Purim gift-giving with an Israeli theme this year. (Purim is March 23-24) See page 8.  
 

April 7-9 is the WLCJ Southern Region Conference. (Women’s League for Conservative Judaism) It 
will be held at Ahavath Achim Synagogue (co-sponsored with Etz Chaim’s Sisterhood) The keynote 
speaker on Monday will be Esther Panitch. This is our first in-person meeting since before Covid! 
Looking forward to seeing everyone! See our ad below. 
 

Stop by our Judaica and Gift Shop for a special gift for your loved one or yourself! We have great 
items available for both Purim and Pesach with hostess gifts galore. Come check us out! 
 

Please continue to support Sunday Morning minyan at 9:30 a.m. Every person who attends is vital 
and appreciated. Your attendance can make a difference! We are one of the only synagogues in the 
area that have daily minyans. It is a mitzvah to be there for those in mourning and observing Yahrzeit.  
 

We encourage you to get involved with Sisterhood! Volunteer. Join a committee. Attend Sisterhood-
sponsored Sunday Morning Minyan. The possibilities are endless! Feel connected, have fun, and make 
new friends. Won’t you step up? Please contact Neda Gayle at 615-477-3152, nedagayle@att.net, or 
Helaine Mark at 404-353-4589, laineybeth@comcast.net for any questions or to inquire further. 
 

Until next time… 
 

Neda and Helaine 
Co-Presidents, Sisterhood  

 

Donate to the Torah Fund today. New year, 
new pin! See page 29 for more information. 

mailto:lauren.gray04@gmail.com
mailto:nedagayle@att.net
mailto:laineybeth@comcast.net
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/wlcj


 

12 

The Voice of Chaim February 2024 

https://www.etzchaim.net/event/wintergames
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/agewell
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mailto:spricelight32@gmail.com?subject=Social%20Action
mailto:betsy@etzchaim.net
mailto:bernice@etzchaim.net?subject=Voice%20of%20Chaim
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mailto:betsy@etzchaim.net?subject=Lunch%20&%20Learn%20with%20Rabbi%20Dorsch
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Minyan Mishpacha—March 8 

https://www.etzchaim.net/event/minyanmishpacha
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/genealogy
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https://www.etzchaim.net/event/purimcarnival2024
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/purimcarnival2024
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https://www.etzchaim.net/event/purimcarnival2024
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Eight Etz Chaim families came together during winter break in Clayton, Georgia, for a fun week of Family Camp at Ramah Darom.  
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Bereavement Services 
Offered to Congregants 

 

Etz Chaim’s Chesed Committee 
will offer to provide meals of 
consolation to members. 
This meal is traditionally a 
dairy meal eaten by mourners 
upon their return home from 
the funeral. It includes whole 
hard-boiled eggs, symbolizing 
the continuity of life. This 
service provided by the 
Chesed Committee allows the 
family and friends who normally 
provide the meal to attend 
the funeral themselves and 
give the emotional support 
to the bereaved. Members 
attending out of town funerals, 
who sit shiva or hold a 
memorial service in Atlanta, 
will be offered a fruit tray. 

 

Contributions made to the 
Chesed Fund will help to 
fund these services. 
 

Please contact: 
Lisa Flagel—678-591-7950 

Your cooperation please! 
 

The disabled parking spots are 
reserved for the exclusive use 
of those with permits. These 
spaces are not to be used by 
anyone else at anytime. 
There is no parking under the 
Education Wing overhang. It 
is a fire code violation.   

Family Member  
In the Hospital? 
 

The rabbi has 
asked that you 
notify the synagogue office 
in the event of a family 
member’s hospital stay or 
serious illness. 

February Yahrzeits 
Memorialize a loved one with a Brick in our Holocaust Memorial Garden or a  

Plaque on our Yahrzeit Wall. For information, please contact the synagogue office. 
 

*Denotes a memorial plaque in our sanctuary to be lit on the day of the yahrzeit and on all Yizkor holidays. 

 1-Feb Alan Medof 22 Shevat 
 1-Feb Jerome Karp 22 Shevat 
 1-Feb Millie Loewy 22 Shevat 
 1-Feb Miriam Kaye 22 Shevat 
 1-Feb Paul Russman 22 Shevat 

* 2-Feb Jack Agrow 23 Shevat 
 3-Feb Joan Rabin 24 Shevat 
 3-Feb Louis Simon 24 Shevat 

* 3-Feb Marilyn Kirschner 24 Shevat 
 4-Feb Alan Goldsmith 25 Shevat 
 4-Feb Barbara Baer 25 Shevat 
 4-Feb Gertrude Wilensky 25 Shevat 

* 4-Feb Harry Lutzky 25 Shevat 
 4-Feb Jerome Sacks 25 Shevat 
 4-Feb Stephen Schwartz 25 Shevat 
 4-Feb William Bernstein 25 Shevat 
 4-Feb William Reiss 25 Shevat 
 5-Feb Beverly W. Isaac 26 Shevat 
 5-Feb Harry Shrago 26 Shevat 

* 5-Feb Hermine Bachrach 26 Shevat 
 5-Feb Leon Epstein 26 Shevat 
 5-Feb Nathan Greenstein 26 Shevat 
 5-Feb Sheila Zager 26 Shevat 
 6-Feb Arnold Kusnitz 27 Shevat 
 6-Feb Barry Nathan 27 Shevat 
 6-Feb Cynthia Freeman 27 Shevat 
 6-Feb Estelle Weinberger 27 Shevat 
 7-Feb Clara Beker 28 Shevat 
 7-Feb Herbert Sackett 28 Shevat 

* 8-Feb Bernard Seidman 29 Shevat 
* 8-Feb Deborah J. S. Cohen 29 Shevat 

 8-Feb Lillian Cohen 29 Shevat 
 8-Feb Richard Bachrach 29 Shevat 
 9-Feb Mildred Peskin 30 Shevat 
 9-Feb Phoebe Birch 30 Shevat 
 10-Feb Andrea Taratoot 1 Adar 

* 10-Feb Antonia Weitz 1 Adar I 
 10-Feb Jeanette Karp 1 Adar 
 10-Feb Martin Sternbach 1 Adar 
 11-Feb Carole Shapiro 2 Adar 

* 11-Feb Jeffrey Unger 2 Adar 
 11-Feb John H. Frank 2 Adar 

* 11-Feb Mitchell Safran 2 Adar I 
 11-Feb Richard Rosenbaum 2 Adar 
 11-Feb Rose Etscovitz 2 Adar I 
 11-Feb Samuel Shafferman 2 Adar 
 12-Feb Leona Weitz 3 Adar I 

* 12-Feb Perry Schulberg 3 Adar 
* 13-Feb Albert L. Lewis 4 Adar I 

 13-Feb Bruce Ripley 4 Adar I 
 13-Feb Sarah Shultz 4 Adar I 

* 14-Feb Phil Cohen 5 Adar 
* 14-Feb Phyllis Jacobs 5 Adar 

 15-Feb Lorraine Allen 6 Adar 
 15-Feb Lou Martin 6 Adar 
 15-Feb Melinda Stern 6 Adar 
 15-Feb Nathan Shectman 6 Adar I 
 15-Feb Sarah Coplon 6 Adar 
 16-Feb Charles Strasburger 7 Adar 
 16-Feb David Kaplinksy 7 Adar I 

 16-Feb Harvey Cohen 7 Adar 

 16-Feb Herbert Berke 7 Adar 

 17-Feb Emanuel Walter 8 Adar 

 17-Feb Harold Pollack 8 Adar I 

 17-Feb Irving Shatzman 8 Adar 

 17-Feb Jack Caras 8 Adar I 

 17-Feb Leona Marinoff 8 Adar 

 18-Feb Estelle Mellman 9 Adar 

* 18-Feb Eve Greenstein 9 Adar I 

* 18-Feb Jerry Fisher 9 Adar 

 19-Feb David Pollack 10 Adar 

 19-Feb Rhoda Rosenblum 10 Adar 

 19-Feb Sarah Jacobsohn 10 Adar 

 20-Feb Deloris Harris 11 Adar 

* 20-Feb Eli Reich 11 Adar 

 20-Feb Judith Algranati 11 Adar 

* 20-Feb Lawrence Pearlberg 11 Adar 

 21-Feb Irving Marinoff 12 Adar 

 22-Feb Richard Fagin 13 Adar 

 22-Feb Walter Shultz 13 Adar 

* 23-Feb Albert Kalen 14 Adar 

 23-Feb John Pransky 14 Adar I 

* 23-Feb Judith Taylor 14 Adar 

* 23-Feb Marvin Rosenberg 14 Adar 

* 23-Feb Max Fernbach 14 Adar 

 23-Feb Ruth Needle 14 Adar 

* 23-Feb Bebe Smith 14 Adar 

* 24-Feb Barbara Rittenberg 15 Adar I 

* 24-Feb Freda Rothstein 15 Adar 

* 24-Feb Lester Ebel 15 Adar 

 25-Feb Bella G. Grauer 16 Adar I 

 25-Feb Bernard Bierman 16 Adar I 

 25-Feb Harold Zinsenheim 16 Adar 

 25-Feb Irwin Weinstein 16 Adar 

* 25-Feb Leonard Dinin 16 Adar I 

 25-Feb Muriel J. Ziskend 16 Adar 

 25-Feb Sanford Lite 16 Adar 

 26-Feb Albert Simon 17 Adar 

 26-Feb Bessie Kahn 17 Adar 

 26-Feb Mair Algranati 17 Adar 

 26-Feb Pearl Spielman 17 Adar 

 27-Feb Leonard Zellinger 18 Adar 

 27-Feb Martin Kaplan 18 Adar 

 28-Feb Anita S. Beer 19 Adar 

 28-Feb Elaine Sanders 19 Adar 

* 28-Feb Eva Vilensky 19 Adar 

 28-Feb Laurel Tamkin 19 Adar 

* 28-Feb Morris Beker 19 Adar 

 28-Feb Philip Turner 19 Adar 

 29-Feb Milton Sarlin 20 Adar 

 29-Feb Sheila Grenitz 20 Adar 

* 29-Feb Trudy Knauer 20 Adar 
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https://www.etzchaim.net/calendar
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MINYAN AND SHABBAT INFORMATION FOR IN-PERSON & LIVESTREAM: 
 

All Shabbat Services in-person and via livestream.   
Minyanim will be held in-person only. 

BE A MITZVAH MAKER.  
PLEASE HELP US MAKE A MINYAN FOR THOSE SAYING KADDISH. 

(In order to say Mourner’s Kaddish, we need to have 10 participants.) 
Monday - Friday Mornings 7:00 a.m.  Sunday Mornings 9:15 a.m. 

Sunday through Thursday Evenings 6:30 p.m. 
Kabbalat Shabbat 6:30 p.m.  Shabbat  Morning Services 9:30 a.m. 

 

Click  link to livestream:  
https://www.etzchaim.net/facebook-livestream   

MINYANIM ARE HELD IN THE ALLAN AND VIVIAN LEVINE FAMILY CHAPEL 
SHABBAT SERVICES ARE HELD IN THE LINDY AND NORMAN RADOW SANCTUARY 

https://www.etzchaim.net/form/joinourteam
https://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
https://www.etzchaim.net/facebook-livestram
https://www.etzchaim.net/facebook-livestram
mailto:mgilbert@etzchaim.net
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https://etzchaimlibrary.follettdestiny.com/
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As members of our Etz Chaim community, let's join upcoming Pride & LGBTQ events here at our 
synagogue and around metro Atlanta to show our commitment to love, acceptance, and 
inclusion. By participating, we can bridge divides, foster understanding, and spread the message 
of love that transcends all boundaries. Let’s embrace diversity, celebrate uniqueness, and be a 
living example of our Judaism in action. Join us and also have tons of FUN! For more information, 
contact Andrew Kagan. 

https://www.etzchaim.net/form/jnftrees
mailto:kagana53@gmail.com
https://www.etzchaim.net/cec-pride-alliance
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https://www.ansheidaromfjmc.org/
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https://www.etzchaim.net/event/idfwomen
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/shalshul23-24
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https://www.etzchaim.net/event/pttrivia2024
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Do you want to know what’s going on with our various Affinity Groups? Scan the QR code   
you’re interested in below for more information on what’s happening in a specific group. 

https://www.etzchaim.net/form/chavurot
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Contributions processed from December 1—31, 2023 

In celebration of: 
 

Hanukkah and our aunt Jyl 
Sarah and Alisa Freeman 
 

In memory of: 
my mother, Rita Freeman. I miss you every 
day. 
Alan and Lisa Freeman 
 

our mom, Rita Freeman, on the anniversary 
of her yahrzeit. We miss and love you so 
much. 
Debbie and Kevin Robbins 
 

my mother, Rita Freeman, a wonderful 
mother, wife, and grandmother 
Joe and Lori Freeman  
 
 
 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Phillip Michael Silverman, one of my favorite 
"Uncles" and his family 
Michelle Larner 
 

In memory of: 
 

Herbert Seltman, father of Marc Seltman. 
We are sorry for your loss and hope his 
memory will be a comforting blessing 
always. Holding you close at this sad time. 
The Silverman Family 

In memory of: 
 

Burnet Mendelsohn, father of Faye Lebish 
(Craig) and grandfather of Andrew and Sarah 
Nancy and Norm Miller 
 

Israel Coplon 
Paula L. Coplon 

In memory of: 
 

my mom, Shirley Rivchun. She was a 
fabulous role model. Her memory inspires 
me every day to do better and be better. 
David Lieberman and Suzanne Rivchun 

In appreciation of: 
 

Rabbi Dorsch 
Esther Pyrzak 
 

Rabbi Dorsch for all your kindness when my 
father passed away. 
Faye and Craig Lebish 
 

In celebration of: 
 

Herb and Leora Wollner 50th anniversary  
Steven Bodenstein and Patti Bloom 

CYNTHIA R. FREEMAN  
MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT 

PHILLIP MICHAEL SILVERMAN  
MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT 

SISTERHOOD ENDOWMENT FUND 

 STAFF APPRECIATION ENDOWMENT 

RABBI DORSCH DISCRETIONARY FUND 

https://www.wlcj.org/
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In honor of: 
 

Terri Rittenberg's birthday 
Frank and Barbara Wilensky 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

my grandmother, Bertha Vanovitch 
Gail Vanovitch 
 

our brother, Robert Rothstein 
Jana and Brad Ross 
 

my mother, Marcia Karol 
Richard J. Karol MD. 
 

Herbert Seltman, father of Marc Seltman 
Ron and Leslie Swichkow 
 

In memory of: 
 

my mother, Reva Epstein, and my wife, 
Ellen Epstein 
Barney Epstein 
 

my mother, Sylvia Cohen 
Douglas and Eileen Cohen 
 

my father, Albert Sandak 
Larry Sandak 
 

Carl Zager 
Lee and Deborah Elfenbein 
 

Norman Mehlman, husband of Marcy 
Mehlman; may your loving memories  
help you during this difficult time. May  
your memories always be a blessing and 
offer your heart comfort. 
 

Burnet Mendelsohn, father of Faye Lebish; 
may your memories always be a blessing 
and give you comfort, peace, and love. 
Lynne and Jerry Johannesen 
 

my aunt, Doris St Ours  
Neda Gayle 
 

Norman Mehlman 
Norman Marinoff 
 

Burnet Mendelsohn, father of Faye Lebish 
Rachel and David Wilson 
 

Phil Rosner 
 

Charles Moog 
Stanley and Luci Sunshine 
 

my mother, Anne Schulman, on her yahrzeit 
 

Joan Greenberg 
Steve and Judy Greenberg 

In loving memory of: 
 

John D. Brindle Sr., my father who passed 
on January 3, 2023 
Robert and Sandra Brindle 

In memory of: 
 

Ron Toron on his yahrzeit. People may 
forget what you said or did, but you will 
always be remembered by how you made 
others feel. You are always in our hearts. 
Suzanne Rivchun and David Lieberman 

 

Garry Siegel 
Jerry and Iris Silver 
Sally Greenstein 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Rufus Shelkoff, loving father, father-in-law, 
grandpa, great grandpa. Miss you a lot. 
Bernice and Bruce Mellman 
 

my irrepressible father, Albert Jerome Gelb, 
on the 10th anniversary of his death 
Cheryl Gelb Eppsteiner 
 

our amazing dad, grampa and great-grampa, 
Charlie Jassen, on the 10th anniversary of his 
journey "over the rainbow". We miss you like 
crazy, Pops, but we know you are always 
smiling down on your beautiful  legacy!  
Karen and Hank Needle and La Familia 
 

In memory of: 
 

Herbert Seltman. Marc and Sharon, your 
father was a wonderful man and I know his 
friendship meant a lot to my dad. May his 
memory be a blessing. 
Jay and Natalie Kaiman 
 

my dad, Irwin Sisselman. Not a day goes  
by without thoughts of you. Your loving 
presence surrounds me and grounds me. 
Jayne Becker 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

a very special aunt Libby Crystal 
Susan, Craig and Paige Adair and 
Cami and Cason Maddox 

Liz and Art Cohen 

Rick and Peggy Bernstein 
 

Sherry Adams 
 

In appreciation of: 
 

the Young Adult Chanukah Party at Ormsby's 
Sai Mukkamala 
 

In honor of: 
 

Evan Charles. Your leadership and  coordination 
of active and retired Jewish (and interested 
other) employees of Coca-Cola has kept us 
connected, studying, and celebrating our 
heritage together for 13 years and counting. 
Your work has elevated us all. Todah rabah! 
Amy Levine Samuels 
 

Phyllis Frankel 
Nicole and Steve Frankel 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Bernard Kagan 
 

Rita Kagan 
Andrew and Carole Kagan 
 

In memory of: 
 

Michael Levin 
David and Ilene Levin 
 

my father, Brian Harnick 
Lee Harnick 
 

John Miller 
Marc Miller 
 

Herbert Seltman, father of Marc Seltman 
Mindy and Jim Intner 

In loving memory of: 
 

my mother, Evelyn Ebel 
Lynn Sustak 
 

In memory of: 
 

my mother, Marcia Karol 
Sandy Bailey 

In memory of: 
 

Robert Harris, father of Karen Keeter 
Michael and Linda Weinroth 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Morris Shapiro. We all love you. 
Debbi and Randy Chartash 
 

Simon Monitz 
Ted Monitz 
 

In memory of: 
 

my father, Saul Stickgold 
Allan and Vivian Levine 
 

my mother, Marion Pearlberg, on her yahrzeit  
Ronnie Dinin 
 
 
 
 

RABBI LEWIS DISCRETIONARY FUND 

The Voice of Chaim February 2024 

 

Contributions processed from December 1—31, 2023 

BACKPACK BUDDIES FUND 

BUILDING ENHANCEMENT FUND 

FIGUR FAMILY OUTDOOR CLASSROOM 

RABBI DORSCH DISCRETIONARY FUND 

GENERAL FUND 

KITCHEN FUND 

LILMODE - ADULT EDUCATION FUND 

LINDA H. WEINROTH EDUCATION FUND 
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Contributions processed from December 1—31, 2023 

In memory of: 
 

my father, Leonard Cohn, on his yahrzeit 
 

my mother, Betty Cohn, on her yahrzeit 
 

my husband, Morry Frank, on his yahrzeit 
 

my mother-in-law, Lena Frank, on her yahrzeit 
Candy Frank 

In loving memory of: 
 

my sister, Judy Baer 
Joey and Susie Moskowitz 
 

Garry Siegel 
Michael and Linda Weinroth 
 

Ethel Glushakow, my maternal 
grandmother 
Neda Gayle 
Sherry Adams 

In celebration of: 
 

Herb and Leora Wollner on their 50th 
anniversary. Mazel Tov on this wonderful 
milestone, and may you continue in 
happiness and health together through the 
coming years. Love, 
Arlene and Glenn La Vine 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Jerry (Honey) Rosenblum, father of Marisa 
Gewertz, husband of Carol and grandfather 
of Joe, Jordan, and Kira Gewertz 
Carol Rosenblum 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

our sweet Reia Madeline Howell. I think of 
you every day with so much love. Ama 
Paula L. Coplon 

 

Riea Madeline Howell, David Samuel 
Coplon, and Marvin Coplon 
Cheryl Coplon Howell 
 

Michael Patinkin, son of Shannon and Mark 
Patinkin 
Michael and Linda Weinroth 
 

In memory of: 

 

Larry Scopp, brother of Barbara Wilensky 
Michael and Linda Weinroth 
 

Marc Seltman's father, Herbert Seltman. 
May his memory comfort you always. 
Suzanne Rivchun and David Lieberman 
 

Mazal Tov wishes to: 
 

Leora and Herb Wollner on their 50th 
wedding anniversary! 
Karen and Ron Feibel 

In honor of: 
 

Rabbi Lewis' 75th birthday 
Stanley and Judy Fineman 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

my mother Zarin Aghajani on her yahrzeit. 
She will always be in our hearts and minds. 
Also, my loving father, Ovadia Aghajani. We 
love and miss you. 
Safa Nooromid 
 

In memory of: 
 

our aunt, Joyce Lewis 
 

Larry Scopp, brother of Barbara Wilensky 
 

Norman Mehlman 
Barry and Joyce Teitelman 
 

Norman Mehlman 
Gerald and Sheila Sear 
 

Sarah Klemes Yucht. It has been 30 years, 
but you are still beloved and remembered 
by us and all your grandchildren. 
Jonathan and Maxine Schein 
 

Herbert Seltman, father of Marc Seltman 
 

Genie Windholz, mother of Lisa Windholtz 
Michael and Linda Weinroth 
 

Marc Seltman's father 
Stanley and Judy Fineman 
 

Wishing a speedy recovery to: 
Irwin Festinger, father of Lori (Marty) Gilbert 
Michael and Linda Weinroth 

In honor of: 
 

the speedy recovery of Reba Bachrach 
Michael and Linda Weinroth 
 

In memory of: 
 

our beloved grandmother, Basha Plotkin, 
and our beloved grandfather, Ruben 
Plotkin. We will miss you both always. 
Barbara and Jerold Mayer 

In honor of: 
the celebration of Helen Rosengarten's 
90th birthday. We wish you love. Happy 
Birthday! 
Cindee and Al Sapoznik 
 

Wishing Mazal Tov to: 
Andrea and Jerry Cohen on the marriage of 
their son David 
Alberto and Cindee Sapoznik 
 

Herb and Leora Wollner’s milestone 
anniversary! 
Cary and Donna Rosenthal 

In memory of: 
your beloved brother, Larry Scopp 
Donna Krodman 

In honor of: 
the marriage of Lauren Olens and David 
Gorvy 
 

the marriage of Hannah Saffran and Eric 
Steel 
Michael and Linda Weinroth 

YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

STEVEN KRODMAN  
MEN'S CLUB SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Ways to show your support for Israel: 
 

JFGA Emergency Campaign 
JNF Israel Resilience Campaign 
Israel Bonds 
Friends of the IDF 
Atlanta Israel Coalition 
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee Inc. 
Brothers and Sisters for Israel 

MORRIS FRANK SACRED TEXT FUND 

PHILLIP'S LIBRARY FUND 

ROBERT KLEIN MEMORIAL CHESED FUND 

PRESCHOOL FUND 

SISTERHOOD FUND 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

https://jewishatlanta.org/give/donate-to-jewish-atlanta/?form=FUNHKCVAWEQ
https://my.jnf.org/israel-resilience-campaign/EtzChaimYP
https://online.israelbonds.com/Pages/Welcome.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f%3futm_source%3disraelbonds%26utm_medium%3dpopup%26utm_campaign%3disraelatwar%26utm_content%3dinvestnow&utm_source=israelbonds&utm_medium=popup&utm_campaign=israelatwar&utm_content=investnow
https://support.fidf.org/site/Donation2?df_id=4040&mfc_pref=T&4040.donation=form1&s_src=ORG_FIDF_HP_20231011_EC23OCTGlobalHeader&s_subsrc=2023_HP_FIDFHQNational_EC23OCTGlobalHeader-Donate&_gl=1*1rygsxh*_ga*MTg2OTI0MDgzOS4xNjk3NDY0NjEz*_ga_1C9D2S1P8N*MTY5OD
https://files.constantcontact.com/a142b78e701/da63bf1a-7f15-4a0f-8667-4501f56ea1b8.pdf?rdr=true
https://donate.jdc.org/give/525516/?_hsmi=278693913&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_h175jrds8txpuVnxLfDbQMBLNLt17s9PajgBFDL1nfpcrBEmdJuFKLRUbys3cdkKDwAhekHWMVaUMC6BFbcmNiI8mbg#!/donation/checkout?c_src=ISRAEL23E6E&c_src2=HeaderCTA
https://www.brothersandsistersforisrael.org/
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TORAH READERS WANTED! 
 

We are excited to restart our Torah reading 
program. Please contact Bob Frohlich or Rabbi 
Dorsch to be added to our list to receive Torah 
reading opportunities. If you have any specific 
questions, please feel free to reach out  
to Rabbi Dorsch at  
rabbidorsch@etzchaim.net  
or Bob Frohlich at  
chisakid@bellsouth.net. 

Sharon Lightstone, spricelight32@gmail.com 

 

Publication’s Title & Number: Voice of Chaim Volume 48 Issue 2   Issue Date:  February 2024  Frequency: Monthly 
 

Authorized Organization’s Name and Address:  
Congregation Etz Chaim Indian Hills Pkwy. Marietta, GA  30068 

mailto:rabbidorsch@etzchaim.net?subject=Torah%20Readers
mailto:chisakid@bellsouth.net?subject=Torah%20Readers
mailto:lisaflagel@gmail.com?subject=Chesed%20Committee
https://www.etzchaim.net/socialmedia
mailto:spricelight32@gmail.com?subject=Social%20Action%20Committee
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Roots—Etz Chaim’s Small Group Initiative: 

Have you heard about Roots, Etz 
Chaim’s new interest-based small 
groups initiative? Below are current 
Roots groups. Do you have an interest-
based group in mind for Etz Chaim? 
Let’s make it happen! Once we have a 
volunteer leader and five committed 
members, a group can be formed. You 
decide when and where. Have questions 
or want to form a new Roots group? 

Please let us know in the synagogue office. 
 

Artists Collective 
Are you an artist? An art roots group is forming at Etz Chaim! 
This is an opportunity for all artists to meet, explore Jewish art 
connections, discuss art topics, support each other in our 
projects, and contribute to our community. All mediums 
welcome. Whether it is a hobby or profession, please come to 
share your art interests and skills as we create this exciting 
new group! Meetings are usually held on Wednesday evenings at 
8:00 p.m. on Zoom. For more information and to be part of this 
group, please contact Rob Foster at fosterrob@comcast.net. 
 

Wednesday Golf Roots Group 
Do you have a flexible weekday work schedule? Retired?  
Looking for some camaraderie?  Our Roots golf group typically 
meets on Wednesdays throughout the calendar year. Our 
outings are at the Fox Creek Golf Course in Smyrna in the 
afternoon typically between 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. To join our list, 
email Alan Silverman at ajsilverman@comcast.net.  
  

T’shuvah Group organized by JF&CS and HAMSA 
In Hebrew, T’Shuvah means to repent or return. Led by Rabbi 
Mark Borowitz, founder at Beit T’Shuvah, the Atlanta T’Shuvah 
group believes everyone has a right to redeem themselves, 
and through doing this work, to create new pathways and 
choices to live well.  Whether you are living with addiction or 
in recovery, toxicity in relationships, facing challenges to your 
sense of self, experiencing life changes, or simply want to self 
reflect and create more meaning in your life – all are welcome. 

To learn more about T’Shuvah group, please contact HAMSA 
at 833-HAMSA-HELPS or HAMSAHelps@jfcsatl.org.  
 

*Beit T’Shuvah is a Jewish residential addiction treatment 
center in Los Angeles. Learn more at www.beittshuvah.org. 
 

Schmooze on Zoom  
Join us for an informal schmooze/chat on Zoom every 
Tuesday at 3:00 p.m. Our only request is to avoid the topic of 
politics. All are welcome.  Facilitated by Esther Shultz. To be 
added to the email reminder list, please contact Esther at:  
savtaesther5@gmail.com. See you on Zoom at: 
www.tinyurl.com/EtzSchmooze  Meeting ID: 874 6224 5963 

 

Woodworkers of Etz Chaim 
If you enjoy woodworking of all types and are interested in 
participating in this interest group, please contact Hank 
Needle at hlneedle@gmail.com or text 678-520-8635.  Look 
forward to hearing from interested parties. Contact Hank for 
location. 
 

Movie Group

.  
 

Birthday Club Laurie Lavinsky at laulav6@gmail.com or  
Malka Riesenberg at malka217@gmail.com. 
 

Walking/Running Group Amir Oren at aoren1@yahoo.com. 

 

Canasta Group Join our group which meets on Mondays from 
10 a.m. to Noon in the Hammer—Tritt Social Hall. Sponsored 
by AgeWell. For more information, contact the synagogue 
office. 
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mailto:fosterrob@comcast.net?subject=Artists%20Collective%20Roots%20Group
mailto:ajsilverman@comcast.net?subject=Golf%20Roots%20Group
mailto:HAMSAHelps@jfcsatl.org?subject=T'shuvah%20Roots%20Grroup
http://www.beittshuvah.org
mailto:savtaesther5@gmail.com?subject=Schmooze%20on%20Zoom
http://www.tinyurl.com/EtzSchmooze
mailto:hlneedle@gmail.com?subject=Woodworking%20Roots%20Group
mailto:laulav6@gmail.com?subject=Roots%20Birthday%20Club
mailto:malka217@gmail.com?subject=Roots%20Birthday%20Club
mailto:aoren1@yahoo.com?subject=Walking/Running%20Roots%20Group
https://www.mr-steam.com/
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https://www.jfcsatl.org/
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https://www.body20.com/east-cobb
mailto:giftshop@etzchaim.net
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mailto:karenneedle1@gmail.com
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https://www.superiorpro.com/
mailto:careers@jfcsatl.org


 

38 

The Voice of Chaim February 2024 

https://www.caferivkah.com/
https://www.houseaholic.com/
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Daniel I. Dorsch 
Rabbi 
 

Shalom J. Lewis 
Rabbi Emeritus 
 

Rabbi Jonathon Adler 
Rabbinic Fellow 
 

Martin Gilbert 
Executive Director 
 

Aram Blankenship 
Facilities Manager 

 

Debbie Deutsch 

Director of Education 
 

Lauren Chernau 
Asst. Preschool Director 
 

Bernice Isaac 
Newsletter Production 
 

Betsy Fitzwater 
Office Manager 
 

Christine Bezdek 
Bookkeeper 
 

Karen Chauvin 
Administrative Assistant 
 

Tiana Plendl 
Dept. of Ed. Administrator 
 

Allison Barchichat 
Dept. of Ed. Financial Administrator 
 

Officers 
Elliot Okrent 
President 
 

Lisa Olens 
Executive VP 
 

Barry Gang 
Chief Financial Officer 
 

Evan Eisenstadt 
VP of Fundraising 
 
 
 

 
Rabba Amanda Flaks 
Co-VP of Religion 
 

Josh Vexler 
Co-VP of Religion  
 

Jennifer Pila 
VP of Education 
 

Lisa Dubovy 
VP of Communications and Secretary 
 

Rachel Wilson 
VP of Membership Services 
 

Audrey Fried-Sheets 
VP of Engagement 
 

Jamie Platt Lyons 
Immediate Past President  
and Parliamentarian 
 
Trustees 
Bryan Coleman 
David Eppsteiner 
Doug Gross 
Keith Kirshner 
Betsy Lessans 
Josh Levetan 
Janice Levine 
Jenifer Lieberbaum 
Sharon Lightstone 
Helaine Mark 
Clifford Martin 
Norman Miller 
Stephanie Moyal 
Amir Oren 
David Rothbard 
Melissa Sklar 
Gillat Sternberg 
Rebecca Streetman 
Gail Vanovitch 
Linda Weinroth 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Past Presidents 
Jamie Platt Lyons 
Linda J. Pollock 
Allison Y. Saffran 
Todd H. Surden 
Cheryl Cohen-Miller 
Scott Rittenberg 
Stephen Friedman 
Irwin Berman 
Bob Bachrach 
Judy Fineman 
Norman Radow 
Debbie Milstein 
Sue Rothstein 
David Witt 
Ken Schlenker 
George Pristach 
Richard Smith 
Allen Shulman 
Noah Levine 
Barry Forrest z”l 
David Tinkelman 
Ellis Abrams 
Stephen King 
 

Organizations 
Neda Gayle 
Helaine Mark 
Sisterhood  
Co-Presidents 
 

Bryan Coleman 
Men’s Club President 
 

Debbie Berman 
Irwin Berman 
Esther Harrison 
Charlie Harrison 
The Prime Timers 
Co-Chairs 
 

Rebecca Streetman 
Young Adults Group President 
 

Nate Aronstein 
USY President 

 

Etz Chaim Staff, Executive Committee and Board of Trustees 



 

  

 Congregation Etz Chaim 

1190 Indian Hills Parkway 

Marietta, GA  30068 
 

Synagogue Office 770-973-0137   

Education Office 770-977-3384 

Fax 770-977-0829 
 

www.etzchaim.net 
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