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Daniel Dorsch 
Rabbi 

A colleague told me about a Shabbat dinner he was invited to at 
a congregant’s home.  The Rabbi and his family entered the 
home to the wonderful smells of Shabbat.   
 
The family and its guests gathered around the table.  The sun 
had set several hours prior as it was the winter 
months.  Nonetheless, it was the custom of this family to light 
Shabbat candles after sunset before they began the meal. 
 
Although this observance ran contrary to Jewish law, the Rabbi 
chose not to say anything; he did not want to embarrass his 
gracious hosts. However, one of the other guests present at 
dinner chose to raise the issue. “Why are you lighting candles 
after sundown?  Hasn’t Shabbat already started?” asked one of 
the guests.  The family, it turns out, had not given much 
thought to the idea that lighting candles after sundown ran 
contrary to Jewish law.  They replied: “It’s what our parents 
always did…why would we do anything different now?” 
 
I’ve been thinking a lot about this story since I first heard it 
from a colleague.  Are children always required to emulate 
what their parents do, let alone follow their wishes?   
 
As Jewish children, there are any number of actions that we are 
supposed to perform to demonstrate respect and honor for our 
parents.  These include not sitting in their favorite chairs at the 
table, caring for them when they are older, and not putting 
them to shame. 
 
However, there are times when children are invited to overrule 
their parents’ wishes.  One of the examples that I encounter 
the most in my work are parents who tell their children that 
their final wishes are to be cremated.  The children I meet are 
often uncomfortable with their parents’ choice and are 
struggling themselves. They want to honor their parents’ 
wishes, while also being fully aware that cremation is against 
Jewish law (not to mention in modern times, evokes images of  

the Holocaust). In these circumstances, 
where parents act contrary to Jewish law in 
such a serious way, I explain they may in good 
conscience overrule their parents.   
 
It’s also true that parents may not always be 
good parents, in which case, children have a responsibility to 
break the cycle of abuse.  In our relatively new Siddur, there is 
a specific passage for children to recite during the Yizkor 
memorial service.  It is titled for a “parent who was 
hurtful”.  Reciting this passage during Yizkor strikes the right 
chord for children who want to be dutiful to their Jewish 
tradition while acknowledging the pain of the relationship. 
 
In Judaism, we talk about children’s obligations to 
parents.  Rarely though do we spend enough time talking about 
parents’ obligations to their children.  The Rabbis have a 
principle: Maaseh Avot Siman Levanim, “that actions of parents 
create signposts for their children”.  The principle is a warning 
for parents that if we are not careful in our behavior, our 
children may choose to emulate not only our endearing 
qualities, but the ones that are less endearing.  What we 
say.  How we treat other people.  Lighting candles, in my 
humble opinion, is small potatoes compared to what our 
children can and will emulate if we are not careful. 
 
In the end, I am not sure that I would’ve acted any different 
than my colleague did.  It’s wonderful that this family wanted 
to light candles at all, even if I would have preferred it had 
been done in a more halachic way.   
 
Nonetheless, we should never feel pressured to follow a 
practice “because our parents said so.” Each generation forges 
its own path.  

mailto:rabbidorsch@etzchaim.net?subject=Senior%20Seminar
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Jamie Platt Lyons 
President 

Marty Gilbert 
Executive Director 

On January 6, a new synagogue 
President, Executive Board and Board 
of Trustees will be installed here at 
Congregation Etz Chaim. The incoming 
slate was approved on December 3 at 

the Annual Congregational Meeting after months of 
deliberation, interviews and setting of expectations by 
the committee that determined the slate. 
 

What appears on the surface to be a very simple and 
easy process is, in fact, very time-consuming and 
detailed.  We here at Etz Chaim are very fortunate to 
have such a dedicated and passionate group of lay 
leaders in our ranks.  Since I started here in June of 2017, 
I have been extremely impressed with the session 
planning that has taken place and the thorough way the 
process plays out.  In the past 6-1/2 years, I have worked 
with five presidents and five different executive boards 
and boards of trustees.  Everyone involved has a great 
vision for Etz Chaim and is also a strong supporter of 
what we are as a Conservative Jewish synagogue. 
 

We continue to move seamlessly from leadership team 
to leadership team because of the dedication and vision 
of our lay leaders and their partnership with clergy and 
the professional staff. 
 

What I have learned in these past 6-1/2 years is that we 
can shift within our vision and represent ourselves based 
on our ever-changing world. One of our biggest 
challenges will always be financial, but to some extent, 
that challenge is overshadowed by our need to have 
more people interested in taking on leadership positions.  
Fundamentally, we will always be what we are, a 
Conservative Jewish congregation; but within that basic 
framework we can make a difference in our congregants’ 
lives and in the community we serve and call our home.  
That comes from all of you. 
 

I want to thank Jamie Platt Lyons for her guidance and 
energy these past two years as President.  It has been a 
privilege to work with her.  I look forward to working 
with Elliot Okrent for the next two years as he helps 
“Create Meaningful Jewish Experiences” for all of us at 
Etz Chaim. 

 

SAY YES 
 

I started my very first Voice of Chaim article in 
February 2022 with the Shehecheyanu. As I wrote 
then, usually we say the Shehecheyanu in times of 
thanks or commemoration. Generally, it’s when we are 
experiencing something that truly nourishes our soul and occurs 
infrequently. Nothing I wrote two years ago about this meaningful 
blessing has changed, except that I am now on the other side of my 
presidential journey. I hope during my presidency I’ve encouraged you to 
find moments for yourself (perhaps a “Never Have I Ever” moment) that 
are so special or important they are worthy of being commemorated with 
the Shehecheyanu. 
 

I am grateful there have been so many of these special and 
commemorative moments during my Etz Chaim Presidency. True to form, 
I will name THREE. (1) The congregation recited the Shehecheyanu at two 
installation Shabbat services. (2) Rabbi Dorsch, Marty Gilbert, and I said 
the Shehecheyanu at the closing table when we purchased the front five 
acres of property from the Lutheran Church. (3) Rabbi Adler and I chanted 
the Shehecheyanu when we signed his full-time contract together. These 
were (and are) three meaningful, significant, important moments that I 
was part of because of my role as President of Etz Chaim.  
 

I also said the Shehecheyanu silently when we voted in our new Executive 
Committee and Board of Trustees at our annual meeting on December 
3rd. I think most congregants know this, but just in case you don’t, I’m 
going to SAY IT OUT LOUD. . . at Etz Chaim, we have a long established 
succession plan where the Executive Vice President of the synagogue is 
considered next in line to be President. So, when Lisa Olens was asked if 
she would accept the Executive Vice President role, she also was being 
asked if she would agree to be the future President of our congregation. 
Before saying yes, Lisa called a number of people at Etz Chaim. During our 
talk, I reflected on my feelings about being President of Etz Chaim.  
 

You may have heard me say I LOVE BEING PRESIDENT OF ETZ CHAIM. 
Well, it’s true. I told Lisa that when I was installed as President, I made a 
commitment to myself to GO ALL IN. I poured every ounce of energy and 
time into these past two years. I wanted to show up for as many events, 
activities, learning sessions, shivas, social opportunities, minyans, and 
meetings as possible. I wanted to be present, soak it up, and see it in 
action. That’s how I chose to engage as President.  
 

In doing so, here’s what I discovered - THE MORE I GAVE, THE MORE I 
RECEIVED. While this was a huge endeavor (and it was scary and 
overwhelming at times), when I look back on it, I am so grateful I was 
trusted with this position and I am so proud of myself for SAYING YES. I 
told Lisa that if she was at a point in her life to be able to SAY YES, she 
should not hesitate.  
 

I say the same to all of you . . . when you are asked to volunteer and give 
of your time and energy, SAY YES if possible. I promise you will get more 
out of it than you give. If you aren’t able to say yes, try “not right now, but 
ask me again at another time.” You will not be disappointed. Instead, you 
will find that the more you contribute, the more you grow, and the more 
you learn. So don’t hesitate, SAY YES. 
 

Here I am now, four years after I SAID YES (two as E.VP and two as 
President) and I am reciting the Shehecheyanu again. This time it’s to 
celebrate that I have reached the end of my Presidential term with an 
excellent professional staff, a deeply committed Executive Committee, an 
engaged and thoughtful Board of Trustees, and so many other lay leaders 
who dedicate their time to our very special community. Thank you for 
giving me the opportunity to SAY YES to serve Congregation Etz Chaim. 

 

mailto:mgilbert@etzchaim.net?subject=Cemetery%20Plot
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Debbie Deutsch 
Director of Education 

Department of Education 

Kitah Hay is high energy, enthusiastic about improving their Hebrew skills and 
marked by insightful discussion.  Throughout the year, they return to the idea 
that they are part of a community and that their actions are impactful. 
 

The students have become very comfortable using their Siddurim and are currently learning the 
Amidah.  The students practice prayers both on the Bimah (during joint Tefillah sessions with 6th 
and 7th grade) and working in small groups in the classroom.  They also work on Hebrew skills 
with words relevant to holidays and from the weekly Torah portion. 
 

One component of Kitah Hay’s Judaic studies is, of course, holidays.  Our focus is understanding 
the reasons for our observances and what they mean to us.  During the High Holy Days, we 
explored the idea that Teshuvah can be the process of returning  to our best selves.  As Chanukah 
approached, we learned about the role of the Second Temple in Jewish life and why the 
rededication was so important. 
 

The other component of Kitah Hay’s Judaic studies is a project-based learning endeavor.  The 
students have been challenged to answer the question, “Why is it said of the Matriarchs and 
Patriarchs that we stand on the shoulders of giants?”  Once they have completed their research 
and deliberations, they will be tasked with making something to share the answer with others.  It 
will be fascinating to see what they create! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
This month I would like to highlight our Monkeys Class. The Monkeys are our 
second 14 month – 24 month and walking class. Their teachers, Mrs. Faer and 
Ms. Feibel make each day fun and exciting to be a Monkey!  

 

At any given time, you can walk into their classroom and see the children engaged in various 
sensory activities. Whether it is playing with playdough, exploring materials in the sensory table, 
playing on the climbing equipment, or taste-testing a new fruit, these teachers make sure that the 
children are engaged in meaningful experiences each day. Every week you can find the Monkeys 
mixing and stirring ingredients to make their own challah for Shabbat. The children have 
opportunities to sing songs, listen to stories, and enjoy finger puppet chants throughout their day. 
Mrs. Faer loves to come to work each day because she says, “They give me what my 19- and 21-
year-old daughters won’t give me anymore – lots of snuggles, hugs, and kisses! I also enjoy 
teaching them Judaics because it brings me back to my Religious School days!”  
 

The Monkeys love to celebrate holidays and you can often hear them singing songs about each 
celebration. Ms. Feibel brings such creativity to the class. She is always coming up with ideas to 
present to the children to allow them to experience the processes of art. Ms. Feibel said, “My 
favorite part of being the Monkeys teacher is watching them grow and change, literally day to 
day!” The children in this class have so many opportunities to be a part of developmentally 
appropriate experiences as they are growing and changing and learning how to engage with each 
other every day.  

  
  
  

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

PRESCHOOL 
 

Monday, 1/1 
     School Closed 
Tue. 1/2 & Wed. 1/3,  
     School Closed  
 (Teacher Workday) 
Friday, 1/5 
     Tot Shabbat 
Saturday, 1/13  
     Team Shabbat 
Monday, 1/15 
     School Closed (MLK Day) 
Saturday, 1/27 
 Team Shabbat   
 Kids Night Out  

 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  
 

Friday, 1/5 
 5th Grade Shabbat Dinner 
Saturday, 1/13  
 Team Shabbat 
Sunday, 1/14 
 School Closed 
Sunday, 1/21 
 Pre-K Class in Session 
 3rd Grade Family  
      Workshop 
Friday, 1/26  
 3rd Grade Haggigat Siddur 

and Dinner 
Saturday, 1/27  
 Team Shabbat 

Etz Chaim Religious School  
Friday Night Dinner and 

Graded Shabbatot 
 

Dates, times and registration 
Information is available  

on page 13.  

Lauren Chernau 
Assistant Director Etz Chaim Preschool 

 

 

Kitah Hey in Action 

You can help Etz Chaim’s Religious School and Preschool students reach their goal of planting  
over 120 new trees in Israel. Join them in this time honored tradition for Tu B’Shevat.  

See page 23 for all of the details. 



 

5 

The Voice of Chaim ▪ January 2024 



 

6 

The Voice of Chaim ▪ January 2024 



 

7 

 

The Voice of Chaim ▪ January 2024 

Mazal Tov to… 
Allison and Scott Saffran on the marriage  
of their daughter Hannah to Eric Steel on 
November 18, 2023 
 

Our Condolences to… 
Faye Lebish on the passing of her beloved 
father, Burnet Mendelsohn 
 

Barbara Wilensky on the passing of her 
beloved brother, Larry Scopp 
 

Marsha Mehlman on the passing of her 
beloved husband, Norman Mehlman 
 

Thank You to our Office Volunteers… 
Tamar England 
Keith Kirshner 
Ron Judenberg 
Linda Weinroth 

We would like to thank… 
Michael Karp and Andy Becker for delivering 
our food donations to JF&CS Kosher Food 
Pantry. Keep those donations coming! 
 

Clifford Martin for taking beautiful photos  
at many of our Etz Chaim programs. 
 

We are pleased to welcome back to our 
kehillah… 
Jill and Steven Birch 
2250 Sandy Oaks Dr. 
Marietta, GA 30066 
Jill Cell: (949) 226-2884 
jillbirch1@yahoo.com 
Steven Cell: (714) 588-1921 
steve.b18@cox.net 
 
 

 

Updated Emails… 
Roy Masters 
Roymasters419@gmail.com 
 

Members on the Move… 
Gregory Charlop and Suan White 
1191 Stoneheath Mews 
Marietta, GA 30068 
 

Carol and Brian Sacks 
3128 Gracefield Road 
Hampton Square, Apt. 573 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 
 
 

Have news you’d like to share with our community? Please contact Bernice in the  shul office at bernice@etzchaim.net. 

mailto:jillbirch1@yahoo.com
mailto:steve.b18@cox.net
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Did you know… 
 

You can make your donations online.  For step-by-step entry, go to: 
 

https://www.etzchaim.net/payment.php 
 

For assistance, call Karen at the synagogue  
office at 770-973-0137 

mailto:Lauren@etzchaim.net?subject=After%20Care
https://www.etzchaim.net/form/2024mahjcard
https://www.ldorvdorjudaica.org/
https://www.etzchaim.net/payment.php
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Upcoming B’nai Mitzvah 
 

The Voice features information 
on upcoming B’nai Mitzvah. 
 

If your child has a Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
in the coming months, we would 
like to feature your child’s: 
 

▪ Biographical information 
▪ School information 
▪ Photo 
▪ D’Var Torah Quote 
▪ Mitzvah project 
 

To have your child’s simcha 
included in the Voice,  please email 
the Bio form which is  included in 
the B’nai Mitzvah Handbook from 
the Religious School along with a 
high-resolution photo to Bernice in 
the Synagogue office  at:  
bernice@etzchaim.net 
 

All materials must be received no 
later than the 1st of the month 
prior to the simcha. We will 
gladly accept material earlier. 

    

 

MINYAN AND SHABBAT INFORMATION FOR IN-PERSON & LIVESTREAM: 
 

All Shabbat Services in-person and via livestream.   
Minyanim will be held in-person only. 

BE A MITZVAH MAKER.  
PLEASE HELP US MAKE A MINYAN FOR THOSE SAYING KADDISH. 

(In order to say Mourner’s Kaddish, we need to have 10 participants.) 
Monday - Friday Mornings 7:00 a.m.  Sunday Mornings 9:15 a.m. 

Sunday through Thursday Evenings 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, January 1, minyan at 9:00 a.m. 

Kabbalat Shabbat 6:30 p.m.  Shabbat  Morning Services 9:30 a.m. 
 

Click  link to livestream:  
https://www.etzchaim.net/facebook-livestream   

MINYANIM ARE HELD IN THE ALLAN AND VIVIAN LEVINE FAMILY CHAPEL 
SHABBAT SERVICES ARE HELD IN THE LINDY AND NORMAN RADOW SANCTUARY 

 

mailto:bernice@etzchaim.net
mailto:shabbathonorsetzchaim@gmail.com
mailto:shabbathonorsetzchaim@gmail.com
https://www.etzchaim.net/facebook-livestram
https://www.etzchaim.net/facebook-livestram
https://www.etzchaim.net/calendar
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Men’s Club Notes  

Men’s Club is a vital part of 
our congregation. Our ongoing 
programs include: 
 

▪ Supporting daily minyan 
 

▪ Sponsoring picnics 
 

▪ World Wide Wrap 
 

▪ Providing scholarships 
 

▪ Men’s Club Shabbat 
 

▪ Anshei Darom Retreat 
 

▪ Synagogue Softball League 
 

▪ Usher for High Holidays 
 

▪ Support Holocaust Garden 
 

Our goal is to provide our 
members with opportunities 
to meet one another and 
make new lasting friendships,  
support our community and 
have fun during the process. 
 

JOIN MEN’S CLUB and make 
a difference in our Etz Chaim 
community. 
 

GET ON THE LIST - CONTACT US 
AT: mensclub@etzchaim.net 

 

Happy New Year, Etz Chaim Congregants. 
 

I hope everyone had a warm holiday season spent with family and friends  
creating lots of memories.  
 

Men’s Club continued upon our theme of giving back as we cooked Chili and accoutrements for our 
First Responders on December 11, as a way of thanking them for their service not only to Etz 
Chaim, but the community at large. The Cobb County Fire and Police Departments were very 
appreciative and thankful to have a nice home cooked meal! Special thanks to Barry Riesenberg 
and Joe Ziskend for their efforts with this program. 
 

We are very much looking forward to an active year at Etz Chaim and we start things off on January 14 
at 10:00 a.m. with the BEST BREAKFAST IN TOWN and preview of this year’s Atlanta Jewish Film 
Festival with Judy Marx. All are invited and we hope you can join us for this fabulous program. 
 

On February 18, we will be joining Sisterhood for Trivia Night at Padriac’s in Smyrna. This event 
was a big hit last year and sold out, so please register early as seating is limited. See ad on page 19. 
 

Please mark your calendars for the Men’s Club Retreat at Camp Ramah on March 1-3. We offer a 
$100 scholarship for first timers. Rabbi Dorsch will be one of the host Rabbis for the event this year. 
 

Other dates of note are the World Wide Wrap will be on February 11, and the L’Etz Go Braves 
outing will be on April 21. We will also be doing Super Bowl squares again. Look for more 
information on these events and others in the weekly EtzBlast. 
 

Lastly, we welcome you to get involved with Men’s Club! Volunteer to cook or prep. Attend any of 
our Men’s Club sponsored events. Have a great idea about an event? Please share with us your 
thoughts. We are actively looking for more members to come socialize with us. If you have any 
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Bryan Coleman (rog-bry@mindspring.com) or Mathew 
Nathan (mattynathan@gmail.com). 

President: Bryan Coleman    Come Out and Enjoy Your Men’s Club!       
VP: Mathew Nathan                 mensclub@etzchaim.net 

Scan me! 

mailto:mensclub@etzchaim.net
mailto:rog-bry@mindspring.com
mailto:mattynathan@gmail.com
mailto:mensclub@etzchaim.net
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/ajffpreview2024
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/lifesouth-blood-mobile-.html
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Minyan Makers 
The Sisterhood sponsorship for 
Etz Chaim’s daily minyan is on 
Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. 
Come join us for the morning 
service and then stay afterward 
to nosh and kibbitz. 
 

Interest Groups 
We’re also looking to start 
interest groups for activities 
to follow our nosh such as 
mah jongg, knitting, and a 
walking group. Feel free to let 
us know if you have any other 
ideas and to participate. 
 

Centerpiece Rental 
Consider using our beautiful 
new topiary centerpieces for 
your Friday night dinner, 
Kiddush luncheon or Saturday 
evening affair. Contact the Gift 
Shop for more information.  
 

JNF Trees for Israel 
Honor someone special by 
purchasing a tree in the Etz 
Chaim Sisterhood grove. For 
more information, contact 
Sandy Bailey at 770-490-7874 
or the Gift Shop. 
 

For more information about 
Sisterhood, please contact:  

Neda Gayle, 615-477-3152,  
nedagayle@att.net or  
Helaine Mark at 404-353-4589, 
laineybeth@comcast.net. 
 

Check us out on Facebook or 
on our website at  
www.etzchaim.net/sisterhood 

The Sisterhood Scoop 

ATTENTION ETZ CHAIM 
MEMBERS: 

 

If you are planning to be 
away for an extended 
amount of time, please 
inform the office. 

Judaica and Gifts  
Shop Hours 

 

Sundays:  
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Mondays: 
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays: 
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
or by appointment, 
contact Lauren Gray 

Surround Yourself with Women that will Lift you Higher. 
 

“New Year’s marks a time when people everywhere celebrate the possibility of 
building a better tomorrow. It symbolizes the human desire to demarcate the past 
from the future, the old from the new.  But what if we really understood that our 
words — our resolutions and commitments — could create a new beginning? What 
if we really believed that our vows had the power to help us get past the past? 
 

There is a deep human desire to be able to start again, not to be imprisoned by the past. We need to 
feel hope for new possibilities and see that our future is not governed entirely by our 
history.”   (Rabbi Brad Hirschfeld)  
 

A new year is beginning with endless possibilities. Let’s begin by connecting to each other and Etz Chaim. 
 

A special program presented by 2MyPlace and The Rotary Club will be held on Wednesday, January 
10, at 7:00 p.m. - “Not in My Neighborhood – Oh Yes It is”. Prominent panel and survivors will lead 
the discussion to end Human Trafficking.  See our ad on page 13. 
 

January 14, at 10:00 a.m. at the Bayit, Janice Levine will host the Book Club to share thoughts and 
inspiration on The Matchmakers Gift by Linda Cohan Loigman.  See our ad on page 17. 
 

Join us for Sisterhood Shabbat on Saturday, January 27. The services will be led by Sisterhood. Our 
annual event honors the women who make a difference and support our congregation. 
 

Stop by our award-winning Judaica and Gifts Shop. New items are coming in! Open during religious 
school hours, Sundays and Mondays from 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. and Tuesdays, 4:30—6:30 p.m. 
 

Please continue to support Sunday Morning Minyan at 9:30 a.m. Every person who attends is vital 
and appreciated. Your attendance can make a difference! We are one of the only synagogues in the 
area that have daily minyans. It is a mitzvah to be there for those in mourning and observing 
Yahrzeit.  
 

Save the date February 18, for the Sisterhood and Men’s Club Trivia Night! Always a crowd pleaser! 
Prizes, food and friends! What a way to start the year. See our ad on page 19. 
 

Save the date for the WLCJ Southern Region Conference April 7-9, 2024. The theme is “Challenges 
Facing Sisterhood in the 21st Century”. The conference is being held at Ahavath Achim Synagogue 
and Etz Chaim’s Sisterhood will be co-hosting this long-anticipated event. See our ad on page 24.  
 

We encourage you to get involved with Sisterhood! Volunteer. Join a committee. Attend Sisterhood-
sponsored Sunday Morning Minyan. The possibilities are endless! Feel connected, have fun, and 
make new friends. Won’t you step up? Please contact Neda Gayle at 615-477-3152, 
nedagayle@att.net, or Helaine Mark at 404-353-4589, laineybeth@comcast.net for any questions or 
to inquire further. 
 

Until next time… 
 

Neda and Helaine 
Co-Presidents, Sisterhood   

Order your 2024  
Mah Jongg Cards!  

See page 8.  

 

Donate to the Torah Fund today. New year, 
new pin! See page 24 for more information. 

mailto:lauren.gray04@gmail.com
mailto:nedagayle@att.net
mailto:laineybeth@comcast.net
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https://www.etzchaim.net/event/israelfirsthand2024
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/shalshul23-24


 

13 

The Voice of Chaim ▪ January 2024 

https://www.2myplace.org/
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mailto:betsy@etzchaim.net?subject=Torah%20Study
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https://www.etzchaim.net/event/sir2024
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https://bearing-witness.my.canva.site/
mailto:brill.institute@atlantajcc.org?subject=Melton%20Class
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mailto:betsy@etzchaim.net?subject=Lunch%20&%20Learn
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For additional information and to register, visit www.etzchaim.net/israeltour2024. 

As members of our Etz Chaim community, let's join upcoming Pride & LGBTQ events here at 
our synagogue and around metro Atlanta to show our commitment to love, acceptance, and 
inclusion. By participating, we can bridge divides, foster understanding, and spread the 
message of love that transcends all boundaries. Let’s embrace diversity, celebrate uniqueness, 
and be a living example of our Judaism in action. Join us and also have tons of FUN! For more 
information, contact Andrew Kagan. 

https://www.etzchaim.net/israeltour2024
mailto:kagana53@gmail.com
https://www.etzchaim.net/cec-pride-alliance
https://www.etzchaim.net/social-action
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https://www.etzchaim.net/event/m&strivia
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/dance2024
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Bereavement Services 
Offered to Congregants 

 

Etz Chaim’s Chesed Committee 
will offer to provide meals of 
consolation to members. 
This meal is traditionally a 
dairy meal eaten by mourners 
upon their return home from 
the funeral. It includes whole 
hard-boiled eggs, symbolizing 
the continuity of life. This 
service provided by the 
Chesed Committee allows the 
family and friends who normally 
provide the meal to attend 
the funeral themselves and 
give the emotional support 
to the bereaved. Members 
attending out of town funerals, 
who sit shiva or hold a 
memorial service in Atlanta, 
will be offered a fruit tray. 

 

Contributions made to the 
Chesed Fund will help to 
fund these services. 
 

Please contact: 
Lisa Flagel—678-591-7950 

Your cooperation please! 
 

The disabled parking spots are 
reserved for the exclusive use 
of those with permits. These 
spaces are not to be used by 
anyone else at anytime. 
There is no parking under the 
Education Wing overhang. It 
is a fire code violation.   

Family Member  
In the Hospital? 
 

The rabbi has 
asked that you 
notify the synagogue office 
in the event of a family 
member’s hospital stay or 
serious illness. 

January Yahrzeits 
Memorialize a loved one with a Brick in our Holocaust Memorial Garden or a  

Plaque on our Yahrzeit Wall. For information, please contact the synagogue office. 
 

*Denotes a memorial plaque in our sanctuary to be lit on the day of the yahrzeit and on all Yizkor holidays. 

* 1-Jan Beth Rubin 20 Tevet 

 2-Jan Harvey Slovin 21 Tevet 

* 3-Jan Ellen Epstein 22 Tevet 

 3-Jan Henry Mehlman 22 Tevet 

* 3-Jan Jacob Taylor 22 Tevet 

 3-Jan Virginia Raider 22 Tevet 

* 4-Jan Ferencz Frank 23 Tevet 

 4-Jan Seymour Gothelf 23 Tevet 

 5-Jan Belle Lessans 24 Tevet 

* 5-Jan Ellen Nadolne 24 Tevet 

 5-Jan Hal Minchew 24 Tevet 

 5-Jan Mose Darling 24 Tevet 

* 5-Jan Sol David 24 Tevet 

 6-Jan Beatrice Davis 25 Tevet 

 6-Jan Joseph Judenberg 25 Tevet 

* 7-Jan Charlie Jassen 26 Tevet 

* 7-Jan Harry Phillips 26 Tevet 

* 7-Jan Joseph Goldstein 26 Tevet 

 7-Jan Philip Meyer 26 Tevet 

 7-Jan Tess Weintraub 26 Tevet 

 8-Jan Gerald Flom 27 Tevet 

 8-Jan Henrietta L. Hurvitz 27 Tevet 

* 9-Jan Mary Goldstein 28 Tevet 

 9-Jan Murray Kalish 28 Tevet 

 10-Jan Larry Krieger 29 Tevet 

 10-Jan Philmore Dickson 29 Tevet 

 11-Jan Gloria Wilensky 1 Shevat 

 11-Jan Molly Nelson 1 Shevat 

 11-Jan Rose Lebow 1 Shevat 

 12-Jan Irwin Sisselman 2 Shevat 

* 12-Jan Judith Caplen 2 Shevat 

 12-Jan Leon Spielman 2 Shevat 

 12-Jan Shirley Sarlin 2 Shevat 

 13-Jan Jay Schulberg 3 Shevat 

 13-Jan Julius Pomerantz 3 Shevat 

 13-Jan Maureen Zack 3 Shevat 

 13-Jan Sylvia Fogel 3 Shevat 

 14-Jan James Vines 4 Shevat 

 14-Jan Marsha Blatt 4 Shevat 

 14-Jan Ron Patinkin 4 Shevat 

 14-Jan Sandra Sandrowitz 4 Shevat 

* 14-Jan Sarah Yucht 4 Shevat 

* 15-Jan Louis Siegel 5 Shevat 

* 15-Jan Ron Toron 5 Shevat 

* 15-Jan Rose Bernknopf 5 Shevat 

 15-Jan Zelda Moog 5 Shevat 

* 16-Jan Ira Altfeder 6 Shevat 

 16-Jan Lucille Ehrlich 6 Shevat 

 16-Jan Marilyn Mayers 6 Shevat 

 16-Jan Samuel Kahn 6 Shevat 

* 16-Jan Steven Krodman 6 Shevat 
 17-Jan Leona Weiner 7 Shevat 

 17-Jan Rae Weiss 7 Shevat 

* 18-Jan Dorothy Goldstein 8 Shevat 

* 18-Jan Harold Stiller 8 Shevat 

* 18-Jan Ruth Lutzky 8 Shevat 
 19-Jan Estelle Marsand 9 Shevat 

 19-Jan Ethel Chernow 9 Shevat 

 19-Jan Henia Mayers 9 Shevat 
 19-Jan Manny Riesenberg 9 Shevat 

 19-Jan Robbie Goldin 9 Shevat 

 20-Jan Alexander Freeman 10 Shevat 

 21-Jan Gertrude Olens 11 Shevat 

* 21-Jan Nathan Rosenzweig 11 Shevat 
 22-Jan Christopher Hassey 12 Shevat 

* 22-Jan William Galin 12 Shevat 
 23-Jan Bernard Levit 13 Shevat 

* 23-Jan Sam Szeftel 13 Shevat 

 23-Jan Sydney Barber 13 Shevat 
 24-Jan Elaine Shapiro 14 Shevat 

 24-Jan Jeanette Katz 14 Shevat 
 24-Jan Rose Wexler 14 Shevat 
* 24-Jan Sarah Graiser 14 Shevat 

 25-Jan Charles Wexler 15 Shevat 

* 25-Jan Donald M. Sencer 15 Shevat 
 25-Jan Eddie Masters 15 Shevat 

* 25-Jan Ruth Richman 15 Shevat 

 26-Jan Sandy Zelony 16 Shevat 

* 27-Jan Bernard Cohen 17 Shevat 
 27-Jan Helen Salamon 17 Shevat 

* 27-Jan Leo Altfeder 17 Shevat 
 27-Jan Lionel Schlosberg 17 Shevat 

 27-Jan Samuel Scopp 17 Shevat 

 27-Jan Sidney Itzkowitz 17 Shevat 
 28-Jan Ira Segal 18 Shevat 

* 28-Jan Selda K. Slater 18 Shevat 

 28-Jan Sylvia Berman 18 Shevat 
* 29-Jan Annette Krugman 19 Shevat 

 29-Jan Elsie Simon 19 Shevat 

* 30-Jan Adam Cadranel 20 Shevat 

 30-Jan Bernard Levine 20 Shevat 

 30-Jan Dorothy Smith 20 Shevat 
 30-Jan Irving Sackler  20 Shevat 

 31-Jan Emery Gray 21 Shevat 

* 31-Jan Grace King 21 Shevat 

* 31-Jan Jeffrey Donner 21 Shevat 
 31-Jan Seymour A. Ziskend 21 Shevat 
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Ways to show your support for Israel: 
 

JFGA Emergency Campaign 
JNF Israel Resilience Campaign 
Israel Bonds 
Friends of the IDF 
Atlanta Israel Coalition 
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee Inc. 
Brothers and Sisters for Israel 

https://jewishatlanta.org/give/donate-to-jewish-atlanta/?form=FUNHKCVAWEQ
https://my.jnf.org/israel-resilience-campaign/EtzChaimYP
https://online.israelbonds.com/Pages/Welcome.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f%3futm_source%3disraelbonds%26utm_medium%3dpopup%26utm_campaign%3disraelatwar%26utm_content%3dinvestnow&utm_source=israelbonds&utm_medium=popup&utm_campaign=israelatwar&utm_content=investnow
https://support.fidf.org/site/Donation2?df_id=4040&mfc_pref=T&4040.donation=form1&s_src=ORG_FIDF_HP_20231011_EC23OCTGlobalHeader&s_subsrc=2023_HP_FIDFHQNational_EC23OCTGlobalHeader-Donate&_gl=1*1rygsxh*_ga*MTg2OTI0MDgzOS4xNjk3NDY0NjEz*_ga_1C9D2S1P8N*MTY5OD
https://files.constantcontact.com/a142b78e701/da63bf1a-7f15-4a0f-8667-4501f56ea1b8.pdf?rdr=true
https://donate.jdc.org/give/525516/?_hsmi=278693913&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_h175jrds8txpuVnxLfDbQMBLNLt17s9PajgBFDL1nfpcrBEmdJuFKLRUbys3cdkKDwAhekHWMVaUMC6BFbcmNiI8mbg#!/donation/checkout?c_src=ISRAEL23E6E&c_src2=HeaderCTA
https://www.brothersandsistersforisrael.org/
https://agewellatl.org/
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https://my.jnf.org/tu-bishvat-in-schools/Member/MyPage/6824171/Congregation-Etz-Chaim-RS-Marietta-GA
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mailto:jbsandy10@gmail.com?subject=Torah%20Fund
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mailto:spricelight32@gmail.com?subject=Social%20Action
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Enjoy these photos from Game Day and the Menorah Lighting in December  

 

Publication’s Title & Number: Voice of Chaim ▪ Volume 48 ▪ Issue 1   Issue Date:  January 2024  Frequency: Monthly 
 

Authorized Organization’s Name and Address:  
Congregation Etz Chaim ▪ 1190 Indian Hills Pkwy. ▪ Marietta, GA  30068 
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https://etzchaimlibrary.follettdestiny.com/
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In appreciation of: 
 

Jan and Craig Sher for your wonderful 
hospitality in November.  
Daniel Rabin, Michelle and Jonah Manne 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

my sister, Sandy Rabin Moss, on her yahrzeit 
Daniel Rabin 
 

my father, Stuart Samuels, on his yahrzeit 
Jeffrey and Amy Samuels 
 

Wishing Mazal Tov to: 
 

Miki Soran and Brian Moss. Congratulations 
on David's Bar Mitzvah. He did a great job, 
and it was a wonderful celebration. 
Daniel Rabin  

In memory of: 
 

Herbert Seltman, father of Marc Seltman 
Ellen and Billy Balser 

In memory of: 
 

Jim Berman 
Renee Berman 

In appreciation of: 
 

Rabbi Dorsch and our Etz Chaim family, 
thankful for your blessings, support,  
and love 
Alberto and Cindee Sapoznik 
 

Rabbi Dorsch for honoring Marvin with 
such a beautiful funeral service and eulogy. 
Todah Rabah. 
Bobbi Shams 
 

Linda Diamond. Thank you for your kindness. 
Rosalind Reiss 
 

Rabbi Dorsch. Thank you for making the 
60th anniversary of my Bar Mitzvah special. 
Also honoring all the Morning Minyan 
Shabbat participants. 
Samuel and Bonnie Roth 

Richard and Sandy Smith. Thank you for all 
your help and everything else. 
Sharon Kavanagh 
 

In honor of: 
 

Rabbi Dan Dorsch. Thank you for your 
leadership, friendship, and support. 
Amy and Jeffrey Samuels 
 

Rabbi Dorsch’s inspiring Neshama 
Marsha Shrago 
 

Rabbi Dorsch's Yom Kippur service  
and sermon 
Steven and Eydie Koonin 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Faye Ellen Slutsky 
Bernie Slutsky 
 

Manny Rothstein. Love,  
Bradford and Jana Ross and Family 
 

Mikey Patinkin, best friend to Josh and 
adopted family member, sending healing 
thoughts in the days ahead and much  
love to Shannon and Mark 
Ellen and John Jarrett 
 

my father, Irwin Vanovitch 
Gail Vanovitch 
 

our sister and aunt, Sandra Jarrett 
John, Ellen, Rebecca, and Joshua Jarrett 
 

my mother, Diana Regitsky 
Jonathan and Stacy Regitsky 
 

our mother and grandmother, Irene Altholtz, 
on her yahrzeit 
Linda Bernknopf and Family 
 

Betty Rickles 
Your Havurah Friends 
 

In memory of: 
 

Herbert Seltman. Wishing Marc Seltman 
and family our sincerest condolences on 
the loss of your dear father. May the 
memories of him bring you much warmth 
and comfort during this difficult time. May 
his memory be for a blessing. 
David and Elyse Shaw 
 

Ruth Fassberg 
Joel and Judy Schancupp 
 

Garry Siegel. Much love to all the family. 
Lauren and Ron Eisenman 
 

Ross Kaplowitz 
Mitch and Arlene Manning 

Norma and Allen Mador. Both of you are 
greatly missed and greatly loved. 
Neil and Merrie Weiss 
 

Dr. Oscar Stadtler 
Robert and Miriam Rosenbaum 
 

Sol Yonks, father, and grandfather. We are 
thinking of you on the anniversary of your 
yahrzeit. 
Sandy Rothstein and Family 
 

my beloved son, Robert Rothstein, on his 
yahrzeit 
Saundra Rothstein 
 

In Appreciation of: 
 

Rabbi Dorsch for his support and leadership 
Jason and Lora Sommer 
 

Wishing Mazal Tov to: 
 

Joanne and John Chaifetz on your new 
grandbaby. Love,  
Charles and Marsha Bernstein 

In celebration of: 
 

Rabbi Adler's birthday and welcome 
Lisa and Sam Olens 

In loving memory of: 
 

my mother, Mrs. Evelyn F. Brindle 
Robert J. and Sandra Brindle 
 

In memory of: 
 

Edwin Berger, our wonderful father, grand-
father, and great grandfather. We miss you. 
Jerry and Iris Silver 

In loving memory of: 
 

Dorothy Schwartz on her yahrzeit 
Elaine, Jay, Josh, and Rachel Schwartz 
 

my big brother, Jef Jaisun. Always unique, 
forever a blues man. With love,  
Henry and Karen Needle 
 

In memory of: 
 

my mom, Hana S. Kramer 
Bob and Shelley Brodsky 
 

Herbert Seltman 
Wendy and Dale Bearman  

SISTERHOOD ENDOWMENT FUND 

RABBI LEWIS DISCRETIONARY FUND 

The Voice of Chaim ▪ January 2024 

 

Contributions processed from November 1—30, 2023 

JOAN H. RABIN  
MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT 

PHILLIP MICHAEL SILVERMAN  
MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT 

RABBI DORSCH DISCRETIONARY FUND 

RABBI ADLER DISCRETIONARY FUND 

BACKPACK BUDDIES FUND 
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Contributions processed from November 1—30, 2023 

 

In memory of: 
 

Samuel Klemes Yucht 
Jonathan and Maxine Schein 

In loving memory of: 
 

my grandma, Ida Stern. You are always in 
my heart. 
Thomas and Myra Sheftel 
 

 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Betty Rickles, mother of Stephanie Gang 
Ellen and Billy Balser 
 

my father, Joseph Louis Reiter 
Saundi and Adam Shapiro 
 

In memory of: 
 

Malcolm Lewis, my father, on his yahrzeit 
Jodi Danis 
 

In honor of: 
 

Rabbi Adler on joining the staff/family  
of Congregation Etz Chaim 
Marsha Shrago 
 

our High Holiday Aliyah 
Michael and Shelly Reiner 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Helen Kanner. I miss you every day, Mom. 
Edward Kanner 
 

Herbert Seltman, father of Marc Seltman. 
May your father's memory always be for a 
blessing. 
Toby and Dave Fagin 
 

In memory of: 
 

Garry Siegel 
Ann Levin 
 

Dannie Newberry 
Barrie Treger 
 

Herbert Seltman 
Charlotte and Joel Marks 
 

Herbert Seltman 
 

Betty Rickles 
 

Ronald Richer 
Lisa and Sam Olens 
 

Josephine Diamond (Grandma-Jo). With love,  
Michael, Linda, Sarah, and Benjamin 
Diamond 
 

Edward Metzker 
Stephen and Shelley Buxbaum 

In memory of: 
 

Pearl Israelton, always in our hearts. 
Howard and Faith Shatzman 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Daniel's mother, Baila Pransky, on her first 
yahrzeit 
Sandy Rosenberg and Daniel Pransky 
 

Hannah Rae Levine on her yahrzeit 
Allan and Vivian Levine 
 
 
 

In memory of: 
 

Joe H. Gerson, father-in-law. Cheering in 
spirit for the GA bulldogs! 
Martin Taffel 
Jerome Mittelberg, father of Rickey 
Mittelberg 
Wendy and Ron Feinberg 

In loving memory of: 
 

Henrietta Weinroth 
Michael and Linda Weinroth 
 

In memory of: 
 

Esther Cohen and Isadore Cohn 
Lawrence Cohen 
 

 

In celebration of: 
 

Helen Rosengarten's 90th birthday 
Elaine Moore 
 

Helen Rosengarten's special birthday 
Rosalind Reiss 
 

In honor of: 
 

Helen Rosengarten's milestone birthday. 
Let the tiles forever be in your favor. 
Janice and Richard Etscovitz 
 

Jordan Chefchis 
Noah and Berna Levine 

 

In memory of: 
 

my mother, Pauline Teitelman and my 
father, Bennett Teitelman 
Barry and Joyce Teitelman 

Garry Siegel. Please accept our heartfelt 
sympathy on Garry's passing. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with you and your family.  
Eleanor and David Hochberg 
 

Ron Williamson, husband of our beloved 
friend, Robin. May his memory be for a 
blessing. 
Grace and Kenneth Graiser 
 

Lillian Shatzman on her yahrzeit, always in 
our hearts 
Howard and Faith Shatzman 
 

 

In memory of: 
 

Rona Weiss, dearest beloved sister. Miss 
you so much. With love, 
Jerold and Barbara Mayer 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Theodore Weinroth 
Michael and Linda Weinroth 
 

In memory of: 
 

Joyce Teitelman's brother-in-law, Harry 
Kidson. May his memory be a blessing. 
Bruce and Bernice Mellman 
 

my father, Irving Funk, on the 50th 
anniversary of his yahrzeit 
 

Robert Harris, father of Karen Keeter 
 

Betty Rickles, mother of Stephanie Gang 
Marsha Shrago 

In loving memory of: 
 

Dennis Renyi. Condolences to the family, 
we will miss our good friend. 
Barry and Malka Riesenberg 
 

In memory of: 
 

Lazoro (Leizer) Sapoznik 
Jay Bailey 
Alberto and Cindee Sapoznik 
 

Wishing a speedy recovery to: 
 

Al Sapoznik 
Sandy Bailey 
 

 

Sherry Adams 

BUILDING ENHANCEMENT FUND 

COLLEGE CONNECTION FUND 

BOB GOLDMAN SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

YOUTH FUND 

STEVEN KRODMAN  
MEN'S CLUB SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

LINDA H. WEINROTH EDUCATION FUND 

MORRIS FRANK SACRED TEXT FUND 

PHILLIP'S LIBRARY FUND 

ROBERT KLEIN MEMORIAL CHESED FUND 

PRESCHOOL FUND 

SISTERHOOD FUND 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

GENERAL FUND 

KITCHEN FUND 
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Do you want to know what’s going on with our various Affinity Groups? Scan the QR code   
you’re interested in below for more information on what’s happening in a specific group. 

https://www.etzchaim.net/form/chavurot
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https://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
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TORAH READERS WANTED! 
 

We are excited to restart our Torah reading 
program. Please contact Bob Frohlich or Rabbi 
Dorsch to be added to our list to receive Torah 
reading opportunities. If you have any specific 
questions, please feel free to reach out  
to Rabbi Dorsch at  
rabbidorsch@etzchaim.net  
or Bob Frohlich at  
chisakid@bellsouth.net. 

Sharon Lightstone, spricelight32@gmail.com 

mailto:rabbidorsch@etzchaim.net?subject=Torah%20Readers
mailto:chisakid@bellsouth.net?subject=Torah%20Readers
mailto:lisaflagel@gmail.com?subject=Chesed%20Committee
https://www.etzchaim.net/socialmedia
mailto:saralarosewaller@gmail.com
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Roots—Etz Chaim’s Small Group Initiative: 

Have you heard about Roots, Etz 
Chaim’s new interest-based small 
groups initiative? Below are current 
Roots groups. Do you have an interest-
based group in mind for Etz Chaim? 
Let’s make it happen! Once we have a 
volunteer leader and five committed 
members, a group can be formed. You 
decide when and where. Have questions 
or want to form a new Roots group? 

Please contact Leah in the synagogue at 770-973-0137 x125. 
 

Artists Collective 
Are you an artist? An art roots group is forming at Etz Chaim! 
This is an opportunity for all artists to meet, explore Jewish art 
connections, discuss art topics, support each other in our 
projects, and contribute to our community. All mediums 
welcome. Whether it is a hobby or profession, please come to 
share your art interests and skills as we create this exciting 
new group! Meetings are usually held on Wednesday evenings at 
8:00 p.m. on Zoom. For more information and to be part of this 
group, please contact Rob Foster at fosterrob@comcast.net. 
 

Wednesday Golf Roots Group 
Do you have a flexible weekday work schedule? Retired?  
Looking for some camaraderie?  Our Roots golf group typically 
meets on Wednesdays throughout the calendar year. Our 
outings are at the Fox Creek Golf Course in Smyrna in the 
afternoon typically between 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. To join our list, 
email Alan Silverman at ajsilverman@comcast.net.  
  

T’shuvah Group organized by JF&CS and HAMSA 
In Hebrew, T’Shuvah means to repent or return. Led by Rabbi 
Mark Borowitz, founder at Beit T’Shuvah, the Atlanta T’Shuvah 
group believes everyone has a right to redeem themselves, 
and through doing this work, to create new pathways and 
choices to live well.  Whether you are living with addiction or 
in recovery, toxicity in relationships, facing challenges to your 
sense of self, experiencing life changes, or simply want to self 
reflect and create more meaning in your life – all are welcome. 

To learn more about T’Shuvah group, please contact HAMSA 
at 833-HAMSA-HELPS or HAMSAHelps@jfcsatl.org.  
 

*Beit T’Shuvah is a Jewish residential addiction treatment 
center in Los Angeles. Learn more at www.beittshuvah.org. 
 

Schmooze on Zoom  
Join us for an informal schmooze/chat on Zoom every 
Tuesday at 3:00 p.m. Our only request is to avoid the topic of 
politics. All are welcome.  Facilitated by Esther Shultz. To be 
added to the email reminder list, please contact Esther at:  
savtaesther5@gmail.com. See you on Zoom at: 
www.tinyurl.com/EtzSchmooze  Meeting ID: 844 2620 2608 

 

Woodworkers of Etz Chaim 
If you enjoy woodworking of all types and are interested in 
participating in this interest group, please contact Hank 
Needle at hlneedle@gmail.com or text 678-520-8635.  Look 
forward to hearing from interested parties. Contact Hank for 
location. 
 

Movie Group

 

The following Roots Groups listed below are on hiatus. We 
look forward to continuing these groups once the CDC gives 
the “all clear” to congregate safely with one another. 
Volunteer leader information is below if you would like to 
reach out for additional information. 
 

Hiking Group Dani Oren at Daniandamir@gmail.com.  
 

Birthday Club Laurie Lavinsky at laulav6@gmail.com or  
Malka Riesenberg at malka217@gmail.com. 
 

Walking/Running Group Amir Oren at aoren1@yahoo.com. 

 

Canasta Group Join our group which meets on Mondays from 
10 a.m. to Noon in the Hammer—Tritt Social Hall. Sponsored 
by AgeWell. For more information,  contact Leah Green. 
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mailto:fosterrob@comcast.net?subject=Artists%20Collective%20Roots%20Group
mailto:ajsilverman@comcast.net?subject=Golf%20Roots%20Group
mailto:HAMSAHelps@jfcsatl.org?subject=T'shuvah%20Roots%20Grroup
http://www.beittshuvah.org
mailto:savtaesther5@gmail.com?subject=Schmooze%20on%20Zoom
http://www.tinyurl.com/EtzSchmooze
mailto:hlneedle@gmail.com?subject=Woodworking%20Roots%20Group
mailto:leah@etzchaim.net
mailto:Daniandamir@gmail.com?subject=Roots%20Hiking%20Group
mailto:laulav6@gmail.com?subject=Roots%20Birthday%20Club
mailto:malka217@gmail.com?subject=Roots%20Birthday%20Club
mailto:aoren1@yahoo.com?subject=Walking/Running%20Roots%20Group
mailto:leah@etzchaim.net
https://www.mr-steam.com/


 

34 

The Voice of Chaim ▪ January 2024 

https://www.jfcsatl.org/
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https://www.body20.com/east-cobb
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https://www.caferivkah.com/
https://www.houseaholic.com/
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mailto:karenneedle1@gmail.com
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https://www.superiorpro.com/
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Daniel I. Dorsch 
Rabbi 
 

Shalom J. Lewis 
Rabbi Emeritus 
 

Rabbi Jonathon Adler 
Rabbinic Fellow 
 

Martin Gilbert 
Executive Director 
 

Aram Blankenship 
Facilities Manager 

 

Debbie Deutsch 

Director of Education 
 

Lauren Chernau 
Asst. Preschool Director 
 

Leah Green 
Director of Engagement 
& Youth Programming 

 

Bernice Isaac 
Newsletter Production 
 

Betsy Fitzwater 
Office Manager 
 

Christine Bezdek 
Bookkeeper 
 

Karen Chauvin 
Administrative Assistant 
 

Tiana Plendl 
Dept. of Ed. Administrator 
 

Allison Barchichat 
Dept. of Ed. Financial Administrator 
 

Officers 
Jamie Platt Lyons 
President 
 

Elliot Okrent 
Executive VP 
 

Barry Gang 
Chief Financial Officer 
 

Evan Eisenstadt 
VP of Fundraising 

Alex Peskin 
Co-VP of Religion 
 

Lisa Olens 
Co-VP of Religion  
 

Jennifer Pila 
VP of Education 
 

Lisa Dubovy 
VP of Communications and Secretary 
 

Tamara Jacobs 
VP of Membership Services 

 

Audrey Fried-Sheets 
VP of Engagement 
 

Linda J. Pollock 
Immediate Past President  
and Parliamentarian 

 
Trustees 
Steven Caras 
Bryan Coleman 
David Eppsteiner 
Neda Gayle 
Doug Gross 
Andrew Kagan 
Betsy Lessans 
Jenifer Lieberbaum 
Clifford Martin 
Norman Miller 
Amir Oren 
Roni Robbins 
Melissa Sklar 
Gillat Sternberg 
Rebecca Streetman 
Gail Vanovitch 
Josh Vexler 
Sarala Waller 
Linda Weinroth 
 
Past Presidents 
Linda J. Pollock 
Allison Y. Saffran 
Todd H. Surden 
Cheryl Cohen-Miller 

Scott Rittenberg 
Stephen Friedman 
Irwin Berman 
Bob Bachrach 
Judy Fineman 
Norman Radow 
Debbie Milstein 
Sue Rothstein 
David Witt 
Ken Schlenker 
George Pristach 
Richard Smith 
Allen Shulman 
Noah Levine 
Barry Forrest z”l 
David Tinkelman 
Ellis Abrams 
Stephen King 
 

Organizations 
Neda Gayle 
Helaine Mark 
Sisterhood  
Co-Presidents 
 

Bryan Coleman 
Men’s Club President 
 

Debbie Berman 
Irwin Berman 
Esther Harrison 
Charlie Harrison 
The Prime Timers 
Co-Chairs 
 

Rebecca Streetman 
Young Adults Group President 
 

Nate Aronstein 
USY President 

 
 

Etz Chaim Staff, Executive Committee and Board of Trustees 



 

  

 Congregation Etz Chaim 

1190 Indian Hills Parkway 

Marietta, GA  30068 
 

Synagogue Office 770-973-0137   

Education Office 770-977-3384 

Fax 770-977-0829 
 

www.etzchaim.net 

TO: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

https://www.dresslerjewishfunerals.com/

