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Daniel Dorsch 
Rabbi 

This year, we’ve made the theme for our Purim “A Celebration of Israel.”  
 

You may be wondering: why would we celebrate Israel right now when there’s a war going on? How can we 
celebrate Israel with so much suffering? Is it even right to celebrate when a misguided global community chooses 
to condemn Israel with every possible opportunity? 
 

My response to these arguments is that on the contrary, they are precisely why we must take the opportunity to 
celebrate Israel, especially this year.   
 

In the Purim story, the Jewish community of Persia was also in dire straits.  A ruler over 127 provinces, which amounted to virtually 
the entire known world, had condemned all the Jews of his kingdom to death.  
 

One can only imagine being a Jew in Shushan at the time.  What did we do wrong? Was there something wrong with them that the 
King would single them out? No doubt many of the Jews saw the King’s nonsensical edict as a source of great shame.  
 

But Queen Esther bravely stepped forward and demonstrated her pride in being Jewish. She celebrated it before the King. And as a 
direct result of her brave actions, the Purim Megillah teaches us the words “venahafoch hu”, that the narrative was “turned upside 
down.” Esther demonstrated pride in her Judaism. That’s how she changed the message.   
 

This Purim, it’s up to the Jewish people of the world to also refute a message designed to make us feel shame in ourselves.  The anti-
Semites and modern Hamans (take away the n, you get Hamas) in the world around us choose to depict the Jewish people and the 
Jewish State as an aberration. They criticize her so frequently in the hopes that, as world Jewry, we will feel the shame and doubt 
that the Jews of Shushan did. But as Jews, this Purim we will accept nothing of the sort.  Like Queen Esther we will be proud of who 
we are and turn an already topsy turvy world right-side up. 
 

The Israel that I returned to this past month was one at war. But it was the same Israel that I have known and loved my entire life. I 
take great pride in this Israel, and so should you.  I was inspired when I visited her Holy Sites. I stand in awe and admiration of the 
courage of our brothers, sisters, and cousins in this time of adversity. The generosity of its people follows in the steps of Abraham 
and Sarah: I did not have a kosher meal that I did not want to go back for seconds (and unfortunately for my diet, I did, many times).  
 

Of course, you won’t hear about this incredible Israel from the halls of the United Nations to Tehran. The Persia of today is no better 
than the one of yesteryear ruled by Haman and Achashverosh: corrupt and ruled by a palace full of fools. In these places you will hear 
stories largely concocted of half-truths and fabrications meant to keep the Jewish people down. 
 

That’s not us. Not here. Not in East Cobb.  At Etz Chaim we will celebrate Israel. We will express our pride in being Jewish. By doing 
so, God willing, we will also “turn the world upside down.”     

 

https://www.etzchaim.net/event/minyanmishpacha
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Marty Gilbert 
Executive Director 

“We are the champions, my friends…And we'll keep on fighting 
till the end…We are the champions, we are the champions…No 
time for losers, 'cause we are the champions...Of the world.”  
                                 – Queen 
 

Cue the Queen (not Esther) anthem because it's that time of 
the year again – Purim! From the carnivals to the epic costumes and parades, 
Purim brings out the inner champion in all of us. And let's not forget the Megillah 
reading, groggers, and of course, the hamantaschen (apricot for the win!) and 
Mishloach Manot (Thanks, Etz Chaim Sisterhood!). On March 24, we’ll gather at 
Etz Chaim to celebrate one of history’s greatest stories of triumph. We’ll sing, 
we’ll dance, and we’ll celebrate Israeli-style at the annual Purim Carnival, put on 
by our incredible Youth Department (shameless plug – seriously, you don’t want 
to miss it). 
 

But Purim isn't just a celebration of history's triumphs; it's a reminder of our 
ability to conquer all challenges, big and small, in our everyday lives. Life can be a 
wild rollercoaster, and sometimes it feels like we're strapped in, hands flailing, 
desperately trying to grasp the reins. 
 

The events of October 7th and ever since feel like one of those rollercoasters. It’s 
easy to feel helpless about a war against evil happening over 6,000 miles away in 
our beloved homeland. Our friends, our family, and our people are fighting a 
battle we can’t control. Fighting not only for themselves, but for Jews 
everywhere. Unfortunately, the battle has also extended here – with an increase 
in anti-Semitic behavior and rhetoric unheard of in recent memory. How will we 
ever get through this? While there might not be a direct answer, there’s a tool I 
use in my life, almost every single day, both personally and professionally. It’s 
called the “Sphere of Control”. 
 

It's not rocket science; it's literally a circle. Anything happening, be it self-created 
drama or life-altering curveballs, falls inside or outside that circle. If it's inside, it's 
game on – something you can control and tackle head-on. If it's outside, well, it's 
time to let it go, Queen Elsa style (again, not Esther – she didn’t let it go).  
 

Understanding the dynamics of this sphere of control isn't just a psychological 
trick; it's the key to adaptability. It's the strategic game plan that allows you to 
channel your energy into what truly matters and sidestep the tempting pursuit of 
things beyond your influence. Why waste precious time on the uncontrollable 
when you can redirect your focus toward areas where your impact is not only 
possible but transformative? 
 

The things we can’t control are plenty. Other people’s opinions and actions (both 
informed and uninformed) are a big one. The war in Israel is but one example. 
 

Things like this may seem hopeless at times. But if we focus on the things we CAN 
control, we can make a difference. The way our people and communities have 
come together after October 7th is a perfect example. As individuals, we have 
found so many things in our control that we could do. Raising awareness through 
programming, speaking engagements and rallies. Raising money through selling 
bracelets, Israel bond drives and donation sites. Volunteering on a mission to 
Israel to support the country and its people while their loved ones are fighting in 
the war, or even volunteering to fight. As a Jewish community, we’ve come 
together to pray and to remember – never forget. And we continue to let the 
world know we are not going anywhere, including the lobbying and passing of 
HB30, the Anti-Semitism law in Georgia. 
 

Recognizing what's in your power to change and what isn't holds a certain magic. 
It's not just about avoiding the energy-draining vortex of the uncontrollable; it's 
about unlocking the power to make a difference where it truly counts. 
 

Life is full of decisions. When you focus on what you can control, decision-making 
becomes clearer. So the next time you encounter a challenge, think of your 
sphere of control. When you do it right, it’s like a breath of fresh air, allowing you 
to move forward and conquer whatever comes your way. 

 
Elliot Okrent 
President 

It is fair to say that 2024 has 
started in a different way 
than I imagined. From 
spending New Year’s Eve in a 
hospital room at Northside 
Cherokee to eventually having triple bypass 
surgery on January 8, at Piedmont Hospital to 
having had some additional procedures which 
delayed my release from the hospital until 
January 18, followed by a month of recovery at 
home…it has been a long, strange trip. 
 

As I continue to heal and get stronger and ease 
myself back into the daily routine of work, I 
continue to be overwhelmed by the outpouring 
of love, best wishes, and, of course, food that 
have been showered on me and Lori. 
 

I have missed all of you and cannot ever say 
“Thank you” enough.  I came here a little over 
six years ago for a job and gained a community.  
For that, Lori and I are very grateful. 
 

Thank you all! 

 

mailto:bernice@etzchaim.net
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Debbie Deutsch 
Director of Education 

Department of Education 

Kitah Gimel, 3rd grade, has had the gift of exploring Project Based Learning in 
Religious School this year.  Our focus for this learning is "How to be My Best Self". 
This gives each child the opportunity to explore their actions/values in their 
everyday life.  These values are called Middot.  In our learning, we have explored 
seven Middot and how we can connect them to our Jewish traditions and our 

community. Each student has been researching a specific middah that we will use to create a book 
at the end of the year.  Alongside their selected middot, we have paired a Hebrew letter that will 
help in prioritizing these concepts that we will craft into a story for all of the school to read.  The 
entire class has studied Middah Savlanut, patience, that will help them focus on the end goal.  We 
would like all our learners to leave this class with a better understanding of how important 
connections within our community and to ourselves can be an opening for so much more to come in 
their everyday Jewish life. 
 

The third-grade curriculum also includes learning about the holidays 
through the lens of the Hebrew calendar. Rosh Chodesh has been studied 
and we continue to experience each holiday as they occur. We also 
continue to learn/practice decoding Hebrew including letter and vowel 
sounds and learning various prayers.  

 
 
 
 

The Puppies, our 3-year-old class, love to come to school! They excitedly travel 
down the hallway to their classroom in the mornings. They are greeted by their 
teachers and the children that have already arrived. It is so precious to see them 
hug and welcome each other to school. Developmentally, this is the year that we 
start to see real friendships form. The children begin to play with each other 

instead of just being near each other. They begin to discuss and negotiate their play and will 
continue games the next day. This is also the time that children become more aware of their 
surroundings. They are so curious and often times, the questions never stop! They are beginning to 
understand the concept of sound and even letter recognition and love to tell you the letters that 
make up their name. This class is very creative and they enjoy their free art center. On any given 
day, one can pass by their room and see the beautiful creations that are hanging on their walls and 
that are in production at the art table. Having a creative outlet like a free art table is so important 
for a preschool class because it can be an outlet for emotions, develop fine motor skills, build 
language, critical thinking skills, creativity, early math skills and so much more. When asked what 
she loves most about this Puppies class, Savanna Benson, one of their teachers said, “This Puppies 
class is so special because not only are they smart and bright, but they are dreamers. Their ability to 
imagine what they want and then communicate to me how I can help them create it is so incredibly 
beautiful to witness.  They inspire me every single day that I get to spend with them and remind me 
why I chose to teach tiny humans.” Jamese Spencer, the second Puppies teacher, said, “I really just 
enjoy being a part of their learning experiences.” The Puppies sure are growing by leaps and bounds!  

  
  
  

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

PRESCHOOL 
 

Friday, 3/1 
     Tot Shabbat 
Saturday, 3/9 
 Team Shabbat  
 Kids Night Out 
Sunday, 3/10 
 Family Photo Session  
Friday, 3/22 
    VIP Day & Purim Festivities 

(Parent participation 
      encouraged) 
Saturday, 3/23 
 Team Shabbat 
Monday, 3/25 
    Monkey/Busy Bees/   

Ladybugs Conferences 
begin (School IN session) 

 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  
 

Sunday, 3/3 
 4th Grade Family 

Workshop 
Saturday, 3/9 
 Team Shabbat (3rd/5th) 
Sunday, 3/10 
 Pre-K Class in Session 
Sunday, 3/17 
 2nd Grade Family 

Workshop Museum 
Saturday, 3/23 
 Team Shabbat (2nd/4th) 
Sunday, 3/24 
 Pre-K Class in Session 
 Megillah Reading 
 Purim Carnival 
Sunday, 3/31 
 School Closed 

 Lauren Chernau 
Assistant Director Etz Chaim Preschool 

 

 

What’s Going on in Kitah Gimel 
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Mazal Tov to… 
Michelle and Lawrence Nathan on the 
engagement of their daughter Ruthie to 
Ryan Newberg 
 

Nancy and Norman Miller on the engagement 
of their daughter, Rachel Jayne to Alexander 
Graham Wohlers 
 

Betty and Louis Kalish on the upcoming 
marriage of their son Joshua to Abigail 
Harrover 
 

Cheryl and Jamie Howell on and birth and 
adoption of their son, Levi Samuel, born on 
December 22, 2023 and to grandmother, 
Paula Coplon 
 

Our Condolences to… 
Barbara Siegelman on the passing of her 
beloved mother, Louise “Fuz” Spector 

Phillip Greenspon on the passing of his 
beloved brother and congregant, David 
Greenspon 
 

Scott Weinstein on the passing of his 
beloved father, Jack Weinstein 
 

Thank You to our Office Volunteers… 
Linda Weinroth 
Michael Karp 
 

Welcome! We are pleased to introduce 
these new members… 

RuthE Levy and David Lombrozo 
4624 Smoke Rise Lane 
Marietta, GA 30062 
RuthE Cell – 770-639-5658 
rabbiruthelevy@gmail.com 
David Cell – 770-658-9593 
 

 

New Emails… 
Sarah Salamon 
sarahrsalamon@gmail.com 
 

Joshua Painter 
painterfamily2023@outlook.com 
 

New Phone Numbers… 
Alan Berman 
404-218-2631 
 

Members on the Move... 
Amelia Lazerson 
925 Battery Ave., SE, Unit 439 
Atlanta, GA 30339 
 

Seth and Hailee Yarus 
3340 Cumberland Blvd., SE 
Atlanta, GA 30339 
 
 

Have news you’d like to share with our community? Please contact Bernice in the shul office at bernice@etzchaim.net. 

The Youth Department started 2024 with some OUTSTANDING programs. 
 

In January Chalutzim (K-2nd) planted parsley that should grow in time for Pesach, and in February they played 
"Winter Olympic Games"! 

Chaverim (3rd-5th) played Winter Olympic Games in January and in February had a pizza-making event. 
 

None of the kids in our Gesher (6th-8th) have been able to attend any of the events planned this year so far, BUT we had FOURTEEN 8th 
graders join TWENTY-TWO USYers for Limo Lock-In in February and we hope those 8th graders will start joining the Minyan/Wacky 
Wednesday group this semester! 
 

Our USYers (9th-12th) have been very busy. In addition to Minyan/Wacky Wednesday, many of our kids attended Sub-Regional Conven-
tion in January, Limo Lock-In in February, and Yom Islands of Adventure also in February! Stay tuned for our awesome Israeli-themed 
Purim Carnival on March 24th and Regional Convention coming up in April. To see photos from recent USY events, see page 23. 
 

If you haven't registered your kids for our Youth Department, follow this link to participate:  
https://www.etzchaim.net/form/YouthGroupMembership2023-24 - YOUR KIDS WILL THANK YOU! 

Jamie Lyons 
Youth Director 

Youth Department News 

mailto:rabbiruthelevy@gmail.com
mailto:sarahrsalamon@gmail.com
mailto:painterfamily2023@outlook.com
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/idfwomen
https://www.etzchaim.net/form/YouthGroupMembership2023-24
https://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
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Upcoming B’nai Mitzvah 
 

The Voice features information 
on upcoming B’nai Mitzvah. 
 

If your child has a Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
in the coming months, we would 
like to feature your child’s: 
 

 Biographical information 
School information 
Photo 
D’Var Torah Quote 
Mitzvah project 

 

To have your child’s simcha 
included in the Voice,  please email 
the Bio form which is  included in 
the B’nai Mitzvah Handbook from 
the Religious School along with a 
high-resolution photo to Bernice in 
the Synagogue office  at:  
bernice@etzchaim.net 
 

All materials must be received no 
later than the 1st of the month 
prior to the simcha. We will 
gladly accept material earlier. 

A hearty Mazal Tov to these STUDENTs Celebrating their b ’nai Mitzvah! 

Isabella Dix will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on March 9, 2024 – 
29 Adar I 5784. She is the daughter of Emma and David Dix. Isabella’s Bat 
Mitzvah Parasha is Vayakhel. She is a 7th grader at Dodgen Middle School and 
has been a student in Etz Chaim’s Religious School for seven years. Isabella’s 
hobbies and interests include skiing, baking, painting, and fashion. 
 

Isabella’s D’var Torah quote is “In Parashat Vayakhel, Moses assembles the 
Israelites and conveys God’s instructions regarding building the Mishkan, but 

not before reminding them of the importance of observing the Shabbat.” For her mitzvah project, 
Isabella will be making fresh sandwiches for The Sandwich Project. “A primary goal of The 
Sandwich Project is to educate our community regarding food insecurity. One out of eight 
families in the Atlanta Metro Area lives with food insecurity.” 

 

Jordan Nathan will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on March 16, 2024 
– 6 Adar II 5784. She is the daughter of Leigh and Mathew Nathan. Jordan’s Bat 
Mitzvah Parasha is Pekudei. She is a 7th grader at Dodgen Middle School and 
has been a student in Etz Chaim’s Religious School for eight years and attended 
our Preschool for four years. Jordan’s hobbies and interests include soccer, 
drama, and summer camp at Six Points Sports Academy. She also enjoys 
spending time with family, friends, and all things music! 
 

Jordan’s D’var Torah quote is “Just as Moses had to follow every detail in the building of the 
Tabernacle, I too use details every day to ensure success in everything I seek to accomplish.” For 
her mitzvah project, Jordan is collecting donations for CO2 Foundation for Lung Cancer, to honor 
the memory of her grandfather, Michael Levin. 

     

 Levi Slomovitz will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on Thursday, 
March 28, 2024 – 18 Adar II 5784. He is the son of Rachel Slomovitz and 
grandson of Rabbi Albert and Gail Slomovitz. Levi is a 7th grader at Jacob’s 
Ladder School. His hobbies and interests include laughing, hugging, and playing 
with his brother. 
 

Levi’s D’var Torah quote is “Be kind to others. A high five goes a long way.” For 
his mitzvah project, Levi will be volunteering with the Kosher Food Pantry. 

Did you know… 
 

You can make your donations online.  For step-by-step entry, go to: 
 

https://www.etzchaim.net/payment.php 
 

For assistance, call Karen at the synagogue office at 770-973-0137. 

mailto:bernice@etzchaim.net
mailto:shabbathonorsetzchaim@gmail.com
mailto:shabbathonorsetzchaim.gmail.com
https://www.etzchaim.net/payment.php
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Men’s Club Notes  

Men’s Club is a vital part of 
our congregation. Our ongoing 
programs include: 
 

Supporting daily minyan 
 

Sponsoring picnics 
 

World Wide Wrap 
 

Providing scholarships 
 

Men’s Club Shabbat 
 

Anshei Darom Retreat 
 

Synagogue Softball League 
 

Usher for High Holidays 
 

Support Holocaust Garden 
 

Our goal is to provide our 
members with opportunities 
to meet one another and 
make new lasting friendships,  
support our community and 
have fun during the process. 
 

JOIN MEN’S CLUB and make a 
difference in our Etz Chaim 
community. 
 

Get on our email list at:  
mensclub@etzchaim.net 
 
 
 

Good Day, Etz Chaim Congregants. 
 

Men’s Club was very busy in the month of February giving back to the congregation and the 
community. 
 

We started off with our monthly meeting, which comprised of preparing a meal for Rebecca’s Tent. 
Special thanks to Alan Lightstone and Joe Ziskend for their shopping and cooking and to Bob 
Gordon and Andy Becker for delivering the meal. 
 

The World Wide Wrap was a great kickoff to the Superbowl on Sunday, February 11. We had several 
members help instruct the Religious School students on how to wrap Tefillin and its significance. It 
was a very meaningful morning for all. Special thanks to Joe Goldstein for coordinating this event. 
 

On February 18, we had a fantastic turnout with Sisterhood for Trivia Night at Padriac’s in Smyrna. 
The place was packed and buzzing with excitement and energy. There are some extremely 
knowledgeable people amongst us, especially when it comes to Trivia! 
 

We look forward to our Men’s Club Retreat at Camp Ramah, March 1-3. We offered a $100 
scholarships for first timers. Rabbi Dorsch will be one of the host Rabbis for the event this year.  This 
is a great way to show your support for the Synagogue and enjoy a meaningful Jewish experience. 
 

The L’Etz Go Braves outing has been moved from May 19, as that game is no longer a day game. 
Major League Baseball flexed it to a night game, so we had to choose another date. Please mark 
your calendars for June 2 as the new date and look for an announcement soon about tickets. 
 

The Super Bowl squares contest was a big hit again this year and sold out before game time. 
Congratulations to our winner of two quarters, Mathew Nathan who took home $250 for each 
square. The other two squares were not taken. 
 

Men’s Club Shabbat will be on March 23, and we welcome your participation. Please reach out to 
me or Barry Riesenberg if you would like to participate. 
 

Lastly, we welcome you to get involved with Men’s Club! Volunteer to cook or prep. Attend any of 
our Men’s Club-sponsored events. Have a great idea about an event? Please share with us your 
thoughts. We are actively looking for more members to come socialize with us. If you have any 
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Bryan Coleman or Mathew Nathan. 

President: Bryan Coleman    Come Out and Enjoy Your Men’s Club!       
VP: Mathew Nathan                 mensclub@etzchaim.net 

mailto:mensclub@etzchaim.net
mailto:briesenberg@gmail.com
mailto:rog-bry@mindspring.com
mailto:mattynathan@gmail.com
mailto:mensclub@etzchaim.net
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/pttrivia2024
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Minyan Makers 
The Sisterhood sponsorship for 
Etz Chaim’s daily minyan is on 
Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. 
Come join us for the morning 
service and then stay afterward 
to nosh and kibbitz. 
 

Interest Groups 
We’re also looking to start 
interest groups for activities 
to follow our nosh such as 
mah jongg, knitting, and a 
walking group. Feel free to let 
us know if you have any other 
ideas and to participate. 
 

Centerpiece Rental 
Consider using our beautiful 
new topiary centerpieces for 
your Friday night dinner, 
Kiddush luncheon or Saturday 
evening affair. Contact the Gift 
Shop for more information.  
 

JNF Trees for Israel 
Honor someone special by 
purchasing a tree in the Etz 
Chaim Sisterhood grove. For 
more information, contact 
Sandy Bailey at 770-490-7874 
or the Gift Shop. 
 

For more information about 
Sisterhood, please contact:  

Neda Gayle, 615-477-3152,  
nedagayle@att.net or  
Helaine Mark at 404-353-4589, 
laineybeth@comcast.net. 
 

Check us out on Facebook or 
on our website at  
www.etzchaim.net/sisterhood 

The Sisterhood Scoop 

ATTENTION ETZ CHAIM 
MEMBERS: 

 

If you are planning to be 
away for an extended 
amount of time, please 
inform the office. 

Judaica and Gifts  
Shop Hours 

 

Sundays:  
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Mondays: 
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays: 
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
or by appointment, 
contact Lauren Gray 

Surround Yourself with Women that will Lift You Higher 
 

Sunday, March 3, is a very special Membership Appreciation Event as we support 
and honor our women in the IDF. See our ad on page 7. 
 

Sunday, March 10, at 10:00 a.m. join us at the Bayit for Book Club. We will discuss 
Shanda by Letty Cottin Pogrebin - hosted by Marcy Caras. See our ad on page 17. 
 

It’s that wonderful time of year again! Fun, joy, and gift giving of Mishloach Manot! We are getting 
ready for Purim gift giving with an Israeli theme this year (Purim is March 23-24). 
 

April 7-9 is the WLCJ Southern Region Conference. (Women’s League for Conservative Judaism) It 
will be held at Ahavath Achim Synagogue (co-sponsored with Etz Chaim) The keynote speaker on 
Monday will be Esther Panitch. This is our first in-person meeting since B.C. (Before Covid!) Looking 
forward to seeing everyone! See our ad below. 
 

Stop by our Judaica & Gifts Shop for a special gift for your loved one or yourself! There are plenty of 
fun things for Purim and we have a great selection of Passover items for you to purchase. 
 

Please continue to support Sunday Morning Minyan at 9:15 a.m. Every person who attends is vital 
and appreciated. Your attendance can make a difference! We are one of the only synagogues in the 
area that have daily minyans. It is a mitzvah to be there for those in mourning and observing yahrzeit.  
 

We encourage you to get involved with Sisterhood! Volunteer. Join a committee. Attend Sisterhood-
sponsored Sunday Morning Minyan. The possibilities are endless! Feel connected, have fun, and 
make new friends. Won’t you step up? Please contact Neda Gayle at 615-477-3152, nedagayle@att.net, 
or Helaine Mark at 404-353-4589, laineybeth@comcast.net for any questions or to inquire further. 
 

Until next time… 
 

Neda and Helaine 
Co-Presidents, Sisterhood  

Donate to the Torah Fund today. New year, 
new pin! See page 27 for more information. 

mailto:lauren.gray04@gmail.com
mailto:nedagayle@att.net
mailto:laineybeth@comcast.net
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/wlcj
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mailto:betsy@etzchaim.net
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/genealogy
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2024 

https://www.etzchaim.net/event/purimcarnival2024
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Lilmode's  "People of the Book"  
program is returning! 

 

 Stay tuned for congregant Harry Stern's  
latest book, The Insider. 

 

Want to get a “head-start” on reading the book? 
 

A “Mix and Mingle” Launch Party will be held at 
Bookmiser-East Cobb, March 10, 4:30-6:30 p.m. 

 

mailto:myra.goldberg@yahoo.com
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/agewell
https://www.etzchaim.net/form/joinourteam
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Bereavement Services 
Offered to Congregants 

 

Etz Chaim’s Chesed Committee 
will offer to provide meals of 
consolation to members. 
This meal is traditionally a 
dairy meal eaten by mourners 
upon their return home from 
the funeral. It includes whole 
hard-boiled eggs, symbolizing 
the continuity of life. This 
service provided by the 
Chesed Committee allows the 
family and friends who normally 
provide the meal to attend 
the funeral themselves and 
give the emotional support 
to the bereaved. Members 
attending out of town funerals, 
who sit shiva or hold a 
memorial service in Atlanta, 
will be offered a fruit tray. 

 

Contributions made to the 
Chesed Fund will help to 
fund these services. 
 

Please contact: 
Lisa Flagel—678-591-7950 

Your cooperation please! 
 

The disabled parking spots are 
reserved for the exclusive use 
of those with permits. These 
spaces are not to be used by 
anyone else at anytime. 
There is no parking under the 
Education Wing overhang. It 
is a fire code violation.   

Family Member  
In the Hospital? 
 

The rabbi has 
asked that you 
notify the synagogue office 
in the event of a family 
member’s hospital stay or 
serious illness. 

March Yahrzeits 
 

Memorialize a loved one with a Brick in our Holocaust Memorial Garden or a  
Plaque on our Yahrzeit Wall. For information, please contact the synagogue office. 

 

*Denotes a memorial plaque in our sanctuary to be lit on the day of the yahrzeit and on all Yizkor holidays. 

Ways to show your support for Israel: 
 

JFGA Emergency Campaign 
JNF Israel Resilience Campaign 
Israel Bonds 
Friends of the IDF 
Atlanta Israel Coalition 
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee Inc. 
Brothers and Sisters for Israel 

 1-Mar David Bodenstein 21 Adar 

 1-Mar J.R. Shaw 21 Adar 

 2-Mar Irving Kaufman 22 Adar 

 2-Mar Leon Kroungold 22 Adar I 

 2-Mar Victoria Cadranel 22 Adar 

 3-Mar Gordon Black 23 Adar 

 3-Mar Sonia Gordon 23 Adar I 

 4-Mar Adele Effel 24 Adar 

 4-Mar Claire Schneider 24 Adar I 

 4-Mar Eli Silberman 24 Adar 

 4-Mar Irving L. Shapiro 24 Adar 

* 4-Mar Ralph Goldman 24 Adar 

* 5-Mar Harry May 25 Adar 

 5-Mar Morris Cohen 25 Adar I 

 6-Mar Erwin Bodzy 26 Adar I 

 6-Mar Ira Katz 26 Adar 

* 6-Mar Leo Levine 26 Adar 

* 7-Mar Daniel Frankel 27 Adar 

* 7-Mar "Hy" Krugman 27 Adar 

 7-Mar Lester Gersten 27 Adar 

 7-Mar Linda Deutsch 27 Adar 

 7-Mar Max Nesselroth 27 Adar 

 7-Mar Rosalyn Meyer 27 Adar I 

* 8-Mar Arlene Berman 28 Adar 

 8-Mar Chana Siegal 28 Adar 

 8-Mar Esther Ben-Aroia 28 Adar I 

 8-Mar Harry Kray 28 Adar I 

 8-Mar Irwin Rickles 28 Adar 

 9-Mar Leonard Goldberg 29 Adar 

 9-Mar Wayne Landon 29 Adar I 

 10-Mar Leonard Klein 30 Adar I 

 11-Mar Gloria Schancupp 1 Adar II 

* 11-Mar Sondra David 1 Adar II 

 12-Mar Arthur Levin 2 Adar II 

 12-Mar Bernice Weinstein 2 Adar II 

* 12-Mar Ida Cheslin 2 Adar II 

 12-Mar  Millie" S. Cohen 2 Adar II 

 13-Mar Ralph Geldbart 3 Adar II 

 13-Mar Sean Black 3 Adar II 

 14-Mar Raymond Smith 4 Adar II 

 15-Mar Jerome Angster 5 Adar II 

 15-Mar Tobie Schneider 5 Adar II 

* 16-Mar Harriet R. Miller 6 Adar II 

 16-Mar Zelda Zlotin 6 Adar II 

* 17-Mar Manuel N. Fineman 7 Adar II 

 17-Mar Miles Baron 7 Adar II 

* 17-Mar Ovadia Aghajani 7 Adar 

 17-Mar Sidney Goodman 7 Adar II 

* 19-Mar Anne Rose Leonard 9 Adar II 

 19-Mar "Rico" Grunfeld 9 Adar II 

* 20-Mar Myrna Lyons 10 Adar II 

* 20-Mar Samuel Altman 10 Adar II 

 22-Mar Jerome Mellman 12 Adar II 

* 23-Mar Herbert Ray 13 Adar II 

* 24-Mar Charlot Low 14 Adar II 

 24-Mar Gloria Saltzman 14 Adar II 

 25-Mar Marvin Silver 15 Adar II 

* 25-Mar Monavar Nooromid 15 Adar 

 25-Mar Theodore Shapiro 15 Adar II 

 26-Mar Ross Shapiro 16 Adar II 

* 28-Mar Martin Bock 18 Adar II 

 29-Mar Gayle Boxer 19 Adar II 

 29-Mar Shirley Jassen 19 Adar II 

 30-Mar Arlene Rosenfeld 20 Adar II 

* 30-Mar Diana R. Greif 20 Adar II 

* 30-Mar Menachem Rubinstein 20 Adar II 

 31-Mar Arnold Fram 21 Adar II 

 31-Mar Susan Simon 21 Adar II 

https://jewishatlanta.org/give/donate-to-jewish-atlanta/?form=FUNHKCVAWEQ
https://my.jnf.org/israel-resilience-campaign/EtzChaimYP
https://online.israelbonds.com/Pages/Welcome.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f%3futm_source%3disraelbonds%26utm_medium%3dpopup%26utm_campaign%3disraelatwar%26utm_content%3dinvestnow&utm_source=israelbonds&utm_medium=popup&utm_campaign=israelatwar&utm_content=investnow
https://support.fidf.org/site/Donation2?df_id=4040&mfc_pref=T&4040.donation=form1&s_src=ORG_FIDF_HP_20231011_EC23OCTGlobalHeader&s_subsrc=2023_HP_FIDFHQNational_EC23OCTGlobalHeader-Donate&_gl=1*1rygsxh*_ga*MTg2OTI0MDgzOS4xNjk3NDY0NjEz*_ga_1C9D2S1P8N*MTY5OD
https://files.constantcontact.com/a142b78e701/da63bf1a-7f15-4a0f-8667-4501f56ea1b8.pdf?rdr=true
https://donate.jdc.org/give/525516/?_hsmi=278693913&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_h175jrds8txpuVnxLfDbQMBLNLt17s9PajgBFDL1nfpcrBEmdJuFKLRUbys3cdkKDwAhekHWMVaUMC6BFbcmNiI8mbg#!/donation/checkout?c_src=ISRAEL23E6E&c_src2=HeaderCTA
https://www.brothersandsistersforisrael.org/
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mailto:spricelight32@gmail.com?subject=Social%20Action
https://www.etzchaim.net/social-action


 

21 

 

The Voice of Chaim March 2024 

As members of our Etz Chaim community, let's join 
upcoming Pride & LGBTQ events here at our 
synagogue and around metro Atlanta to show our 
commitment to love, acceptance, and inclusion. By 
participating, we can bridge divides, foster 
understanding, and spread the message of love that 
transcends all boundaries. Let’s embrace diversity, 
celebrate uniqueness, and be a living example of our 
Judaism in action. Join us and also have tons of FUN! 
For more information, contact Andrew Kagan. 

mailto:kagana53@gmail.com
https://www.etzchaim.net/cec-pride-alliance
https://www.jbilibrary.org/
https://www.etzchaim.net/event/seder2024
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https://etzchaimlibrary.follettdestiny.com/
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Community-Wide Yom HaShoah Observance 
Sunday, May 5, 2024 
11:00 a.m.  
 

This year marks the 59th anniversary of the first Yom HaShoah 
memorial service at Greenwood Cemetery in Atlanta. The 
Memorial to the Six Million was designed by Ben Hirsch (z"l). Ben 
was a nine-year-old child survivor from Frankfurt am Main, 
Germany, who escaped with his four older brothers on the 
Kindertransport to England. Their parents died in the Holocaust. 
Ben arrived in Atlanta in 1941 and learned English quickly, 
attended Atlanta public schools and graduated from Georgia Tech 
in Architecture. He designed churches and synagogues that have 
been built all over greater Atlanta, including Congregation Etz 
Chaim’s original building. 
 

The Greenwood Cemetery Memorial to the Six Million has been listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The money 
that was raised to build the memorial came primarily from the survivor community of Atlanta. 
 

Our own Rabbi Dorsch, president of the Atlanta Rabbinical Association, will be one of the speakers at this year's Yom HaShoah 
ceremony. Etz Chaim's Men's Club will also be in attendance. 
 

For those members of Etz Chaim who wish to attend but would prefer not to drive to Greenwood Cemetery, a bus has been 
rented for this occasion. Seating is limited.  To reserve your seat on the bus: www.etzchaim.net/event/yomhashoahgreenwood. 
 

 

Our USYer’s going through Safety Training with the Cobb Fire Dept. 

Putting together the Purim Sponsorship letters 

“Yom Universal”  
USYers Enjoying the park on a rainy day. 

https://www.etzchaim.net/event/yomhashoahgreenwood
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GERTRUDE AND JOE WILENSKY 
MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT 
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JOAN H. RABIN  
MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT 

 
 

Contributions processed from January 1—31, 2024 

CYNTHIA R. FREEMAN  
MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT 
 

 
 

In memory of: 
 

Alex Freeman. We miss you every day. 
Alan and Lisa Freeman 
 

my dad, Alex Freeman on the anniversary 
of his yahrzeit 
Debbie Robbins 
 

my father, Alex Freeman, a devoted 
husband and father 
Joseph and Lori Freeman 

 

 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

our mother Gertrude Wilensky 
Barbara and Frank Wilensky 
 

In memory of: 
 

our father, Samuel Scopp 
Frank and Barbara Wilensky 
 

Larry Scopp, brother of Barbara Wilensky 
Lynn and Bob Sustak 
 
 
 
 
In loving memory of: 
 

Joan Rabin (z"l) on the 9th anniversary of 
her yahrzeit. In our hearts and thoughts 
every day.  
Dan Rabin, Sarah, Hooman, Joshua and 
Noah Nourparvar, Michelle, David, Jonah 
and Lila Manne, Stephanie, Gilad, Jacob, 
and Maya Moyal 
 

In memory of: 
Toby Nastir, mother of Sheri Berke 
 

Maria Anne Hirschmann, mother of 
Michael Hirschmann  
Daniel Rabin 
 

Wishing a speedy recovery to: 
 

Marty Gilbert. Hoping you have a full 
recovery. 
Daniel Rabin 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Shirley Sarlin, a loving mother and 
grandmother 
The Lewis Duncan Family 
 

In memory of: 
Carol Carola 
Elisa Siegel 

Wishing a speedy recovery to: 
 

Marty, we wish you a quick and healthy 
recovery, and we want to see you on your 
feet soon. 
Malka and Barry Riesenberg 

In memory of: 
 

my brother-in-law, Herb Gorlin, on his 
yahrzeit 
Renee Berman 

In loving memory of: 
 

Ruth Lutzky. Loving mom and grandma. 
Missing you. 
 

Harry Lutzky. Loving father and grandfather. 
Missing you always. Love,  
Paula, Cheryl, and Jonathan Coplon 
 

In memory of: 
 

Sarah Coplon. Love,  
Paula, Cheryl, and Jonathan Coplon 

In appreciation of: 
 

Rabbi Dorsch's support during a difficult 
time. 
Abby and Daniel Vines 
 

Rabbi Dorsch for his kindness, compassion, 
and caring! And may God give him the 
strength to get thru this stretch of staff 
illnesses. 
Esther Shultz 
 

Rabbi Dorsch. Thank you for the time you 
have spent with me and my family. I feel 
like we have known you for so much longer 
than we have. You made Norman and me 
feel so welcome from the very beginning. I 
have heard from so many of my neighbors 
who had never been to a Jewish funeral 
about what a beautiful service it was. I 
couldn't agree more. You made Norman's 
memory come alive. I can't begin to say 
how much it meant to me. I look forward to 
seeing you next week. Love,  
Marsha Mehlman 
 

In honor of: 
 

My friend Amanda for converting to Judaism 
with her children that bring me a lot of joy 
and happiness. Jews are getting stronger, 
more powerful with such a special addition 

of a loving and caring people. With love and 
Hashem’s blessings to the whole family. 
Mazel tov. 
Galina Barshay 
 

Sydney Barber 
Michael Barber 
 

Marty Gilbert 
Simone and Norman Marinoff 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Henry Adelman and Harry Mittelberg 
Amy and Rickey Mittelberg 
 

Grandma Miriam 
Gail Vanovitch 
 

Marilyn Kirschner, our dear, wonderful mom 
and Mom-Mom. You live on in us every day 
of our lives. Your wisdom guides us and 
repeating your silly Yiddish words always 
makes us smile! 
Michele, Sid, and Marc Gelernter, Kenzie 
and Frankie Gaudio 
 

Mary Levine, my bubby 
Sydelle Silberman 
 

In memory of: 
 

Carol Carola 
Anita Freedman 
 

Carol Carola 
Anne Schwartz 
 

Carol Carola 
Aram Blankenship 
 

Carol Carola 
Barbara and Frank Wilensky 
 

Grace's beloved father, Perry Schulberg 
Kenneth and Grace Graiser 
 

Bernard Cohen. Dad, Poppy, our Benny. He 
was the best and I think about him all the 
time now that I'm a poppy. We were so 
lucky to have him in our lives. 
Steven and Shari Kasten 
 

Wishing a speedy recovery to: 
 

Marty Gilbert 
Barbara and Frank Wilensky 
 

Marty Gilbert 
The Etz Chaim Preschool Staff 

Wishing a speedy recovery to: 
 

Rabbi Adler, studies have shown that 
people who have pets tend to recuperate 
faster. Here's hoping your cats live up to 
that reputation and help him recover fast. 
A few cozy snuggles never hurt! 
Esther Shultz  
 
 

PHILLIP MICHAEL SILVERMAN  
MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT 

SISTERHOOD ENDOWMENT FUND 

RABBI DORSCH DISCRETIONARY FUND 

RABBI ADLER DISCRETIONARY FUND 

RADOW YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP  
ENDOWMENT  
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In loving memory of: 
 

Ruth Richman 
Simone and Norman Marinoff 
 

In memory of: 
 

Carol Carola 
Aram Blankenship 
 

Helen Salamon 
Robert and Diane Salamon 
 

Bernard Cohen. Dad, Poppy, our Benny.  
He was the best and I think about him all 
the time now that I'm a poppy. We were  
so lucky to have him in our lives. 
Steven and Shari Kasten 
 

Wishing a speedy recovery to: 
 

Marty Gilbert, Love, 
Grace and Ken Graiser 

In honor of: 
 

Marty and Lori Gilbert. Thank you. 
Sally Greenstein 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

my mother, Mae Slone Reich 
Joanne Reich Reicher 
 

In memory of: 
 

Carol Carola. We will always remember 
Carol. So sorry for your loss. 
Debbi and Randy Chartash 
 

Carol Carola. She fought with dignity and 
courage. 
Shelley and Bob Brodsky 
 

Wishing a speedy recovery to: 
 

Marty Gilbert 
Debbie and Bruce Nelson 

In honor of: 
 

the speedy recovery of Marty Gilbert 
Michael and Linda Weinroth 
 

Wishing a speedy recovery to: 
 

Marty Gilbert 
Ronni and David Beker 

Wishing Mazal Tov to: 
 

Stan Fineman on his well-deserved 
retirement. Love, 
Lynn and Bob Sustak 

Jo Katz-Worley 
 

Sherry Adams 
 

William Still 
 

In appreciation of: 
 

Jamie Lyons’ accomplishments while 
President 
Lisa and Sam Olens 
 

In honor of: 
 

the engagement of David and Cheryl Miller’s 
daughter, Jessica Miller 
David Birnbrey, Bob Wordes, and Sam 
Latone 
 

Jamie Lyons. Thank you for a wonderful two 
years. 
Marsha and Chuck Bernstein 
 

In loving memory of: 
 

Leonard Zellinger 
Lisa and Sam Olens 
 

In memory of: 
 

Judy's dad, Ira Altfeder - to be used for the 
Minyan Mishpacha program 
Stanley and Judy Fineman 
 

In memory of: 
 

Norman Mehlman 
The Prime Timers 
 

Toby Nastir, mother of Sheri Berke 
Claire Balser 
 

Sam Szeftel 
Fay Szeftel 
 

Herbert Seltman 
Ilene Engel 
 

Jeffrey Donner 
Jeffrey and Melissa Goodman 
 

Harvey J. Cohen 
Jeremy and Penney Cohen 
 

David Greenspon 
 

Barbara Chardkoff Rabhan 
Lisa and Sam Olens 
 

Sydney Barber, my father, on his yahrzeit 
Michael Barber 
 

Stormin Norman Mehlman 
Ruth and David Diprima 
 

Wishing a speedy recovery to: 
 

Marty Gilbert 
Anita Freedman and Family 
 

Marty Gilbert. Hope you're feeling better. 
Wishing you all the best and good health. 
Fondly,  
Anne Schwartz 

Marty Gilbert 
Atlanta Jewish Foundation 
 

Marty Gilbert 
Cecile Bock 
 

Steve Buxbaum 
Jenise and Henry Spil 
 

Martin Gilbert. We wish you a complete 
and speedy recovery. 
Jonathan and Maxine Schein 
 

Marty Gilbert 
Karen and Ron Feibel 
 

Marty Gilbert, such a pleasant individual 
Marsha and Chuck Bernstein 

In loving memory of: 
 

Carol Carola. May her generous nature and 
dedication to Etz Chaim and the larger 
Jewish community never be forgotten. 
Roni, Ian, Seth, and Lena Robbins 
 

In memory of: 
Sandra Sandrowitz 
 

Sheila Zager 
Lee and Deborah Elfenbein 

In recognition of the Etz Chaim Backpack 
Buddies program and all our participants. 
Bruce and Bernice Mellman 
 

Wishing a speedy recovery to: 
 

Marty Gilbert. We hope you have an easy 
and successful time getting well and staying 
well, and we look forward to seeing you 
again soon. Sincerely, 
 

Rabbi Adler. We hope your renewed good 
health will be long lasting, and we look 
forward to seeing you again soon. Sincerely, 
Arlene and Glenn La Vine 
 

Marty Gilbert 
Bernice and Bruce Mellman 

Wishing Mazal Tov to: 
 

Herb and Leora Wollner on their 50th 
wedding anniversary. So glad we could 
celebrate with you. 
Wendy and Ron Feinberg 

RABBI LEWIS DISCRETIONARY FUND 

The Voice of Chaim March 2024 

 

Contributions processed from January 1—31, 2024 

BACKPACK BUDDIES FUND 

BUILDING ENHANCEMENT FUND 

FIGUR FAMILY OUTDOOR CLASSROOM 

GENERAL FUND 

KITCHEN FUND 

LINDA H. WEINROTH EDUCATION FUND 

MORRIS FRANK SACRED TEXT FUND 
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Contributions processed from January 1—31, 2024 

 

In honor of: 
 

the engagement of Jessie Miller  
and Zach Medina 
Michael and Linda Weinroth 
 

In memory of: 
 

Beatrice Davis on her yahrzeit 
David and Madeline Rothbard 

 

In memory of: 
 

Clara Beker, David Beker's mom, on her 
yahrzeit 
David and Ronni Beker 
 

Carol Carola. Condolences to the Carola 
and Dombrowski families. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with you now. 
Karen, Ron, Lori, and Gavin Feibel 
 

Carol Carola 
Michael and Linda Weinroth 
 

my father, William Galin, on his yahrzeit 
Mitch and Arlene Manning 

In memory of:  
 

Carol Carola 
Myra and Arvin Goldberg and Family 

In loving memory of: 
 

my mother, Sarah Graiser. May her life  
have been a blessing. 
Kenneth and Grace Graiser 
 

In memory of: 
 

Genie Windholz, beloved mother of Lisa 
Windholtz, beloved grandmother of Hannah 
and Zachary. Our heartfelt condolences on 
your loss. 
Laurie and Mark Lavinsky 
 

Wishing a speedy recovery to: 
 

Marty Gilbert 
Barry and Joyce Teitelman 
 

Marty. I wish him a hearty refuah shleimah 
for a speedy recovery and a healthy return 
to the Etz. 
Esther Shultz 

In memory of: 
 

Debby Cohen. Every year it becomes easier 
for us to visit. Rest well and be at peace, 
Love, your sister 
Cindee Sapoznik 
 

Barbara Chardkoff Rabhan, mother of Abby 
Vines and Mindy Kandel 
Michael and Linda Weinroth 
 
 
 

Randy and Hedy Padawer 
 

In memory of: 
 

Simcha Baruch Ben Eliyahu Krodman ז״ל 
Aaron Boardman 
 

Jack Agrow 
Barton and Rosalie Agrow 

Wishing a speedy recovery to: 
 

Marty Gilbert. Prayers that you get well 
soon. Miss you. 
 

Rabbi Adler. Prayers you will be healed 
soon and feeling better. 
Karen and Todd Chauvin 

In honor of: 
 

the speedy recovery of Rabbi Jonathon Adler 
Michael and Linda Weinroth 
 
 

YOUTH FUND 

YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

STEVEN KRODMAN  
MEN'S CLUB SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

PHILLIP'S LIBRARY FUND 

ROBERT KLEIN MEMORIAL CHESED FUND 

PRESCHOOL FUND 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

Men’s Club’s hosts it’s annual World Wide Wrap  
with our 7th grade (Kitah Zayin) Religious School Students. 

Trivia Night with Sisterhood and Men’s Club 
The Winners - Esti and Neer Kleinman, Pam and 
Joe Ziskend, Helaine Mark, Elliot and Glynis 

Prime Timers Dance 
Everyone is dancing the night away! 
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https://www.wlcj.org/
https://www.etzchaim.net/form/jnftrees
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TORAH READERS WANTED! 
 

We are excited to restart our Torah reading 
program. Please contact Bob Frohlich or Rabbi 
Dorsch to be added to our list to receive Torah 
reading opportunities. If you have any specific 
questions, please feel free to reach out  
to Rabbi Dorsch at  
rabbidorsch@etzchaim.net  
or Bob Frohlich at  
chisakid@bellsouth.net. 

Sharon Lightstone, spricelight32@gmail.com 

 

Publication’s Title & Number: Voice of Chaim Volume 48 Issue 3   Issue Date:  March 2024  Frequency: Monthly 
 

Authorized Organization’s Name and Address:  
Congregation Etz Chaim Indian Hills Pkwy. Marietta, GA  30068 

mailto:rabbidorsch@etzchaim.net?subject=Torah%20Readers
mailto:chisakid@bellsouth.net?subject=Torah%20Readers
mailto:lisaflagel@gmail.com?subject=Chesed%20Committee
https://www.etzchaim.net/socialmedia
mailto:spricelight32@gmail.com?subject=Social%20Action%20Committee
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Roots—Etz Chaim’s Small Group Initiative: 

Have you heard about Roots, Etz 
Chaim’s new interest-based small 
groups initiative? Below are current 
Roots groups. Do you have an interest-
based group in mind for Etz Chaim? 
Let’s make it happen! Once we have a 
volunteer leader and five committed 

members, a group can be formed. You decide when and where. 
Have questions or want to form a new Roots group? Please let 
us know in the synagogue office. 
 

Artists Collective 
Are you an artist? An art roots group is forming at Etz Chaim! 
This is an opportunity for all artists to meet, explore Jewish art 
connections, discuss art topics, support each other in our 
projects, and contribute to our community. All mediums 
welcome. Whether it is a hobby or profession, please come to 
share your art interests and skills as we create this exciting 
new group! Meetings are usually held on Wednesday evenings at 
8:00 p.m. on Zoom. For more information and to be part of this 
group, please contact Rob Foster at fosterrob@comcast.net. 
 

Wednesday Golf Roots Group 
Do you have a flexible weekday work schedule? Retired?  
Looking for some camaraderie?  Our Roots golf group typically 
meets on Wednesdays throughout the calendar year. Our 
outings are at the Fox Creek Golf Course in Smyrna in the 
afternoon typically between 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. To join our list, 
email Alan Silverman at ajsilverman@comcast.net.  
  

Schmooze on Zoom  
Join us for an informal schmooze/chat on Zoom every 
Tuesday at 3:00 p.m. Our only request is to avoid the topic of 
politics. All are welcome.  Facilitated by Esther Shultz. To be 
added to the email reminder list, please contact Esther at:  
savtaesther5@gmail.com. See you on Zoom at: 
www.tinyurl.com/EtzSchmooze  Meeting ID: 874 6224 5963 

 

Woodworkers of Etz Chaim 
If you enjoy woodworking of all types and are interested in 
participating in this interest group, please contact Hank 
Needle at hlneedle@gmail.com or text 678-520-8635.  Look 
forward to hearing from interested parties. Contact Hank for 
location. 
 

Movie Group

 
 

Birthday Club Laurie Lavinsky at laulav6@gmail.com or  
Malka Riesenberg at malka217@gmail.com. 
 

Walking/Running Group Seeking a new leader for this group. 

 

Canasta Group Join our group which meets on Mondays from 
10 a.m. to Noon in the Hammer—Tritt Social Hall. Sponsored 
by AgeWell. For more information, contact the synagogue 
office. 

 

The Voice of Chaim March 2024 

mailto:fosterrob@comcast.net?subject=Artists%20Collective%20Roots%20Group
mailto:ajsilverman@comcast.net?subject=Golf%20Roots%20Group
mailto:savtaesther5@gmail.com?subject=Schmooze%20on%20Zoom
http://www.tinyurl.com/EtzSchmooze
mailto:hlneedle@gmail.com?subject=Woodworking%20Roots%20Group
mailto:laulav6@gmail.com?subject=Roots%20Birthday%20Club
mailto:malka217@gmail.com?subject=Roots%20Birthday%20Club
https://www.etzchaim.net/form/chavurot
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https://www.jfcsatl.org/
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mailto:giftshop@etzchaim.net
https://www.mr-steam.com/
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https://www.superiorpro.com/
https://www.jfcsatl.org/gcm
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https://www.caferivkah.com/
https://www.houseaholic.com/
https://www.body20.com/east-cobb
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mailto:karenneedle1@gmail.com
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Etz Chaim Staff, Executive Committee and Board of Trustees 

 

 
Daniel I. Dorsch 
Rabbi 
 

Shalom J. Lewis 
Rabbi Emeritus 
 

Rabbi Jonathon Adler 
Rabbinic Fellow 
 

Martin Gilbert 
Executive Director 
 

Aram Blankenship 
Facilities Manager 

 

Debbie Deutsch 

Director of Education 
 

Lauren Chernau 
Asst. Preschool Director 
 

Betsy Fitzwater 
Office Manager 
 

Christine Bezdek 
Bookkeeper 
 

Bernice Isaac 
Communications Administrator 
Newsletter Production 
 

Karen Chauvin 
Administrative Assistant 
 

Tiana Plendl 
Dept. of Ed. Administrator 
 

Allison Barchichat 
Dept. of Ed. Financial Administrator 
 

Officers 
Elliot Okrent 
President 
 

Lisa Olens 
Executive VP 
 

Barry Gang 
Chief Financial Officer 
 

Evan Eisenstadt 
VP of Fundraising 
 

 

 
Rabba Amanda Flaks 
Josh Vexler 
Co-VPs of Religion 
 

Jennifer Pila 
VP of Education 
 

Lisa Dubovy 
VP of Communications and Secretary 
 

Rachel Wilson 
VP of Membership Services 
 

Audrey Fried-Sheets 
VP of Engagement 
 

Jamie Platt Lyons 
Immediate Past President  
and Parliamentarian 
 

Trustees 
Bryan Coleman 
David Eppsteiner 
Doug Gross 
Keith Kirshner 
Betsy Lessans 
Josh Levetan 
Janice Levine 
Jenifer Lieberbaum 
Sharon Lightstone 
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